Die Mercurij, 1. Fannary, 164 8. 
Rdered by the Commons Aſſembled in 
'Parliament, That Maſter Aer, do give 
the Thankes of this Houſe, to Maſter 
Owen, for the great paines he tooke in his Ser- 
mon, Preached before this Houle this day, ar 
Margarets Weftminfier ; And thathe bedefired 
to Print his Sermonat large, wherein he is to 


have thelike- priviledge of Printing it, . as 0- 
thers in the like kind uſually have had. 


# : Scobell (ler : 
art. Dom. Com. 
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Preached to the Honourable 
Houſe of CommoN Ss, 


PARLIAMENT 
Aflembled 


'On January 3. A day of Solemne Humiliation. 


With a Diſcourſe about 
TOLERATIO N. 


Andthe of the Civill Magiſtrate abour 
'R es 10Ny thereuntos Annexed. 


gr -Fw4-ot cothem, and all Peace- 


joving den of this N A T1O Ne 
5 Ts Own, —"Paftor of the Church of TTY 
which is at C oggeſball i in | Eſſex. 


LONDON, 
Painted by Matthew Simmons, in Het 
_ Street, 1 649. i 
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naland, Aſſembled in Parliament. 


#ng, from the confronting of the breath of Gods ſpirst, ahd- 
the vaſpary of mers corruptions. Hence ſeaſons receive 
their degrees of difficulty, accordeng to the greatneſſe and 
weight of rhe workes which in them God will accompliſh. 
ro their worth and exceltency is mans oppoſition propertis- 
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ned, This, the inſtruments of his glory'in this generation, 
ſhall continually find tra totherr preſent trouble , and 
future comfort. 4 
- As the days approach foy the delivery of the decree, to _ 32627" 2 
tbe ſhaking of Heaven and Earth,and all the pewers of the- xg, uf Le. 
 World,to make way for the eſtabliſhment of that kingdom mutcw iftor © 
wbrch ſhall not be given to another people (the great voren, OE A 
expeftation of the Saints of the moſt high before the coni- mundo nox eſſe” | 
ſummation of all) ſo tumulty, troubles, V:xations and diſ- _ 
quietnes, muſt certainly grow and increaſe among the ſons 
A-dead women ( ſays the Proverb) will ut be carryed 
out of ber bouſe under four men.” Much leſſe will trvs; 
men, of niſeaome aud yower,be eaſily & quieth diſyoſſeſſed . = 
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| '* that Lava ielarkek Js Ky deke s ofEbrih, » 
long «continued uſurpation, hath x ab them into au 
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bezng ſborthy ta be efjeBed, and the (ſcale Gerng 've1 | 
tHED againſt the man of ſn, potwithſianath h:sballanc- 
g it;n a:tcon ta the witneſſe of Jeſus,witrb tbe neight 
Fl Sooke earthly power, zo nouder if As carth, 
” 16.34.45. 16a. enddry land, te Jbaken tn their giymg place x0 the 
= Kercl. 16.16. FDangs That canmot 2% meved.Ged Almighty baving ca led 
6 -- ey arib (Right honoural{e)at bis entrance totherolling 
the Natzons heavens like a Screll, to. ſerve him 15 
= exeration tn the high places of Armas, 1 0s 

ſad be ſwre uot tawaut experience of that CIO 
which is1as{ ed agarnſt t 
Sproly pes EN axnſt ahe Ville 46 : 


bike to $a9eÞ withell, that the. men: of this i 
earth were your only Antagoniſts - that tbe Zfalign wig 
Rerel. 12-4. % the Nragous tayle,had ad ng efrens az the 
of. heaven, *0 preveile with them to fight in thesr aſh 
oarnſl yeu. But jaRzeft alea,the providence of Ged muſt 


V ſoeae= «.c1.0-:7Cha | emit, and? not the muntable intereſhs dna paſ- 
bp: nf nf  [abe, 0 por of men. For verily the Locdoti Hoſts. 
=: | a pallute t the poo of are Bee 


ment ; 'e ( as bing promiſed), 
whe cirrus wayes, ung thoſe contradi- 


wok inp dire egnſing omen th 
| Hite EY to vp diſpenſation 
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imaginatian of we: thesr owneluberitance. This then 


e ſerved, according to the diſcovery made of bis awne-un- 


oth, _—_— 


Civil <qpoe, roo Tyr yr awny; Yo neyrocy-er 


&i of the Lord Feſw YT ehefe ni fo mention, Wes 
ther [ball 1 at prefont az th thing, thereabogt "But bath 
ny deſire that it may be eyed as the granted. tbl of the 
following diſcourſe, Only by your very favour 4 ta 
tion of the making ont tboſethoughts, which were theha- 
fy conception, ud {ike Tonah's ; Gourd, zhe child ofa 
nightor two: ( which with prayer for 4 rooting e#'the 
hearts of them to whom they were detevered, bad certainly 
withered, 7» their owne x $rede had they hes peri 
warmth aud moyſure from your coraihan $7.4008 
and tbe; Land may Re /rRp ek ow, to os 7s 
life of a ftw dayes dowger) I — ed to the anne 
iwg of afew limes, as 4 ——— attend = 

Nowthis ſhall apt be to theO Win offifoniwb;;5 ht be 
and ſhall yet farther meet withall,but, 453 the eaſes 3 
alor pretendedgwhich archeld forth e5.thebottam TG 
contradifiion wherwith op every ſide jan areenconp aſed- 
Theebings Sureference: prnyrey. +, oroceedende 
#5 ladgg with futh crimnations, 'as theſe faddojyer fre. 

compexre, bave Sen to be Comers /portending” we teffe 
then blood,are fr C Civit, theyReligions..” E) 

For the Firſt, as their being beyond the Pounds of 
Calling, gives them Sarituary from berng called forth 
to my conſideration, ſo neither bave F the leaſt thoughts 
with Abſolom of a more orderly cartyitig vu af” Afaires, 
might my deſires. bave ny i:flasnce into their drjpoſall. 
Waiting at the throw: 85 Grace , that thoſe whom God 

_ bath iritruſted with, and enabled for the Tranſation of 
theſe thin, 98, may be direDied and ſupported 7z their em- 

| plyment, 5 the utmoſt of my undertaſtng berein.. | 


For 
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© Porthe other, or Religious things, the gentiall intereſt I bave in 
them'as a Chriftian,being improved by the ſuper- added Title of a Mi- 


> ni fter of the G ofpel ( tbougb wnwortby the one Name,and the other ) 


a me not onely ſuch boldneſle as accreweth from enjoyed Favour, 
alſo ſuch a Right as will ſuppors mee to plead concerning them, 
before the mc ſt Impartiall Jadicature. | 


F 


And this I ſhall doe ( «1 ſaid before) meerly in reference to thoſe 


criminations, which are layd by conjeQurall preſumptions oz your 
Honourable Aſſembly, and made a cauſe of much of that opp>ſition 
and contradiQtion you meet withall, Now in particular , it 6s the 


"Toleration of all Religions or #nvented wayes of worſhip, wherein 
your Conftitutions are confidently Antidated in many places of the 


Nation, the Ring is ſelfe withall, being beld out, as the moft enor- 


mous apprehenfion, and deſperate zydeavonr for the deſtrufiion of 
"Truth and Godlinefſe that ever entred the thoughts of men, profeſ- 


feng the one and the other. The conteſt hereabout, being adhuc ſub 
Judice, and there being ns dowbt, - but that the whole matter, com- 
monly ghrafed as above, bath ( like other things ) finfull and dan« 
gerow Extreames. I deemed it not amiſſe, to endeavour the powring 


4 little cold water #pox tbecommon flames, which are kindled in 


the breafis of men about this thing. And who knowes , whether the 
words of a weake Nothing , may net bythe power of the Fountaine 
of Beings, give ſome light 3#t0 tbe determination and Eftabliſh- 
ment of a thing of ſo great concernment and conſequence , as this 

ally conceived to be. What i in this my weake undertaking, of 


gener 
the Lord, Tſball begg of him, that is may be received, what is of 


my ſelfe 7 begg of you that it may be pardoned. That God Almigh- 
Jy would give you to prove All things tbat come unto you in his way, 
and to beld faſt that which is good, !graxting you unconquerable 
Aſſiſtance, in conftant perſever ance, is the prayer of, 7 


Your devoted Servant in 
our deareſt Lord : 


JOHN OWEN. 


Coggeſhall, Feb. 28, 
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*A*Sermon Preached to the Honourable - 
Houſe of Commons, F4#. 31. 1648. - 


JEREMIAH 15. Ver. 19,20, 


— Let them returne to thee, but returne not thou 
unto them, | | TEN" 
And I will make thee unto this people a fenced brazen 
wall, andthey ſhall fight agarnſt thee, but they ſhall 
aot prevatle againſt ih : for I am mith thee to ſave 
thee, and to deliver thee, ſaith the Lord, 


> HE words of my- Text having @ full 
; dependance upon', and flowing out 
from, the maine ſubjeQmatcer of the 
whole Chapter ; I muſt of neceflity- 
take a view thereof, and hold out un- 
' to-you the minde of God contained 
| J—=> therein, before enter upon che pare 
Oe Hm» thereof chiefly intended : And this 1 
ſhall doe with very briefe Obſervations , that I way not an* 
eicipate- my ſelfe , from a full opening and appizcation of. the 
words of my Text, © © 1 CATE S 
And this the rather aremy thooghts-led unto,. becauſe:the 
whole Tranſa&ion of \thingy berween the Lord and aftub- 
bornely finfull Nation, exceedingly accommodated tothe 


, 


carrying on of the controverfie , he is now pleading with : 3 

that wherein wee live, is ſet out (as weeſay) to the life "iN 

there t5 7”: 57 020903 GS HE | ; =. 
Of the whole Chapter, there be tbeſe five parts. £22 


I. The demntiation of fearefull waſting,deſiroing, judgements _ 5 
againſt Judah and June 2: andſo on to the 10. _ +, 
: N 3 AG 5 LES df # 0-55-27, 7 : e's, 2, A 


| =o of the Lord , __ to tbe accompliſhment of a8. the will, te- 


DY 


"The arr 7 ſp g BESS Hd the "0 2A 


pc 'verf. 1. | 
Fate and nakha of abe Prophet . with the frame 
_ deportment of his ſpiric, under choſe bitter petons 
of 47 js verſ..10,and GAG TH 
. The Anſwer and apptarance of God unto bin upon the mMa- 
king out of bis enwplains ver. 1 i, E2s-13, Þ.4- and 19, 20z 
21s | 

My Text lyeth in the lah parts, bug yet wich tick dep: 
| dance on the former, as inforceth te a. eonfideration of 


1. There is thedenungiation of fearefull waſting deftroy- 


ing Fudgements to finfull Jeruſalem, verſ. 2. and foonwards, 
wi ſome interpoſed ejaculations, concerning her inevitable 


al 
33, . 
je popegy redowhled deftra | 


lagues-and: Judgements, 
ter dread and terrour ) ors at large. 
faithfulnefſe of .Godfalſo bole made- bereby to (bins: more 
cleare, in che diſperſion of that people 3 doing, not onely ſor 
the maine, wha thefotc ho had aned:, butin-particular, 
8.15. Ye, Fulfiling berel 9 Wy rr 1 own 
29.15. oy accompl 
the word be bad commanded in the dayes of old, emmy —_ 
Fhat which hence I ſhall obſerves onely. "worth variety 
of theſe particulars, A are held out as the meanes of che 
| intended Deſolation, / 


Gods __— ſd mn ore ee | 


various 


I aces 


YORI | - 5 ln 
4 


i Rom. S Js Trent trea 
i ſelfe in its a hs out, ro the was 
ons. of fubborne' | 


rs. 
Thefickk Emblem of Gods wrath againſt man , waga fla» 
ming Sword Wrning is ſelft every way, Gen.3,. loft : Not onely in 
one, ary 26 Bo batin alt their paths, he meeeth them wich his. 


At a wilds beaſt in a Net , foare finners under Inexorible, 
judgements; the more they ftrive, the more they are enwrapt, 
and d. They ſhuffle themſelves from thier one cala- | 
mity, and fall ifito chottne4 Arif a man did flie from a Lyon, a 
and o Beave mitt bim's or went tn1o the bouſe and haned bis hand *2 

wpon the wall, and a Serpent bit bim, Amos 5: 19, Food ; 2 
this one -Gith Pharocb ; if hee can efca uns onde £4 a 
chis prefſure, he thinkes tyz-fhall be free * but, hy: be fedfrom OO 
the {kJ ſillybe Brave mit bim, and'when he Went nt _ os 


he huming Sword-tarnes every wa way; fb God can. ks 
by Tv thoſe char cry, me a King, 

anger; and{ from thoſe, that crit, take 

k "hirir away ln his wrath ,"H alge —_ 
10, 23, - ow W1 
Oh, chardhiewight ſtole up inſtraffion to our owne Ro gE. 

Whar woriery of calatnjtles have we beene exerciſed withall, 
H—_— jeaves dnt Thomas had at 


Ifa. $1, 20, 


Anh on love 2 *] 


: Glee uy peace,: 
a We were, ders ene In quictnetle. . 
ſuppoſe all cheſedefices were in ES. 


2s 


Zach. 5. 7. - 


Eft quzdam 
zmulatio di- . 
.vinz ret, & 
humanz, Ter- 


tal. Hp. 


yet if Peace were, and Wealch | for 
and God were not, wha would ic availe. you? Cannot he: 
Poyſon your Peace, and Cankgriyour Wealth ?- And. When you 


| theſe various Judgements ſet downe, v. 4+; 


thoughts of mercy, 2 Kings 23.26,27. 
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were eſcaped ont, of tbe field from #be_ Lyon aud the Beare, appoint - 
a Serpent to bite you, leaning-upen the-wtals:of your-owne boufe ? In 


' vaine doe you ſeek to ftopthe ſtreames, while the Fountaines 


are open 3 turne your felves whicher you will , bring your. 
ſelves into what condition! you can , nothing but peace and 
reconciliation with the God of all theſe judgements,can give 
you reſt in the day of Viſication : You fee what Variety of 


Plagues are in his hand : Changing of condition will doe no- 


mare to.the avoiding of them, then a Sick mansturniog him- 
ſelfe from one fide of the bed to another z, dur 


ing, he forgets his paine by firiving to move, being laid 


firſt thing, weare under various judgements , from which by. 
our ſelyes there is no deliverance. Gs: - | 
The ſecond thing here expreſt, is the procuring cauſe of 


w—— becauſe of Manaſſeh fonne of Hexekiab King of Fudab, - 


for that which be did in Jeruſalem. 


The finnes of A4anefſeh filled the Epbe of Fadebs wicked- 


neſſe, and cauſed the Talent of Lead to be: laid op the mouth - 


thereof, Ofcentimes jo the relation of his ftoxy, doth the bo- 


h Ghoſt emphatically exprefſe this 5 that, For bis fiune- Judab - 


ſurely be deflroyed, 2 Kings 21.11. Yea when they bada 
lirtle reviving under oftab ,- and the bowels of the Lord be- 


gan to worke in compaſſion towards them; yet as it were, 
remembring the provocation of this, Moya. he recals his - 


© 


| 1 he diſpofmg of di-- 
vine and humane things , is oftentimes very oppolite. God 
himſelfe proceeds with chem in a diverſe diſpenſa 


The iniquity of 18 all did meet on bimy 1ſa. 53.. Jn the civill po- 
litick body, the head offends and the members rue its HManaſſeb 
fint, and Jadab inuft goe Captive.. 


© 28. 
a _ - 
tt EY 


« - 
WE * 


YI 


CT EE 


his turn» 


aid down -: 
againe, be findes his condition the ſameas before; this is the - 


| tion : In the. 
ſpirituall body the members offend and the brad is puniſhed : 


Three things preſent chemſelyes for the Vindication of che . - 
= | | equity - 
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« The Concaprence 


their Ruleand Government : They that ſet him up, may $aſd- ke : 


ly b-calledto anſwer for his miſcarriage. The Lord himſelfe _— 
had before made the ſolebottom of chat Politicall Adminiſire- 4 
tin to be their owne wills: If +bex wilt have a King after the 3 
manner of the Nation , Deat. 17,14. 1 Sam. 8. 7. though for 
particulars, himſelfe (according eo his ſupreame ſoveraignty) 
placed in men, by peculiar exemption , otherwiſe bis provi- 
dence was ſerved by their pleoary conſent, or by ſach difperi- 
ſation of chings as you haverelated, 1 Kings 16. 2x, 22, Then 
rh4re the people of Iſf ael divided into two parts , balfeof the people. 
followed Tibni the ſonne of Ginath to make bim Ring , gal $1. 
followed Onzri : but the people that followed Omri prevailed againſt 
tht people'that' followed Tibni ſo Tibni ched , and Omri reigned.” > =o 
Now they, who place men in authority to be Gods Vicegerents 2M 
doe undertake to God fortheir deportment in that authority, w 4 
and therefore may juſtly beare the ſad effe&s of their finfull 
miſcarriages. © 3 

'2- Becauſe for feare of Manafſes eryelty , or to flatter him 

in histyranny for their owne advantage, the greateſt partof © - 
the people had opoſtatized from the'wayes and wotſhip of He- 
zektab, to comply wich him in bis'finne. As at another time 
3bey willingly walked after the Commandement, Hoſ.5. 11, And 
chis is plainlyexpreft,'2 Kings 21. 9. Manafſeh ſeduced the peo 
ple to doe more evil then the Nations, When Kings turne ſedacers, 5 
they ſeldome want good ftore of followers : Now sf tbe blinde R 
leade the -blinde; doth" will , and both juſtly may fall into the = 3 
ditch. When Kings command unrighteous thinfs , and peo- : 
ple ſuite them witch willing complyance, none doubts, but the 
deftruQion of them both is juft and rightecus, See-verſe 6. of * 
this Chapter. - | $4 

- 3+ Becauſe the people by vertue of their retained” ſove- 
ratgnty ,. did not reftraine him in-his provoking wayes:: So 
Zwinglims, Artic, 42. Oui non vetat, cum poteſt, juber + When 
S aul would have put Jonarbanto death , the people would not - 
ſuffer-him fo todoe, bart delivered Jonathan that he dyed mad b 


© z 


17.08 


regation wt 
oh ca eyes, 2 (Q 
aut their WH 


auld h; y Fs death, 6 

hi Tn phy mois fn eaters = —_ 
Billom of bed. pars 3. page 37 Is 

Beit char, ar otherwiſe , by what way ſoever the people 
had theic Intereſt therein ; certaingigis, that for the finnes of+ 
2 ena 0 Tay 2 0208s ak heir or, they. were de- 

ro therefore 

i ic cannot but be of great concernmenk tous, to know 
what were choſe finnes which wraps up che people of God in 
icreyocable deſtruction. : Now 
manifefteth in the tory of the life and reign 
and they may all be reduced unto 2. chiefe heads. 


,F ip or.{p Radon. He bh t Nees wode 
WA! ov ,- a Grove a did Ahab, 2 - 


25 2+ 
2.. Cruelty : Hee /pedde innocent, blood very.n + til bee hed 


Pld Frſae with blood froys one end Af another, verſ. 16. 
cruelty be to. Hravy in cigill. 
PF. ſo the blood ſbed, i called Innocent , becauſe 


nog of Malefators., or to his perſecution, in.lybordinacion to 
his fal/e worſhip inſtituted as before. (' as the Pope agd, bla Ad- 
herents have devoured.whole Natiogs.in ordine ad /piritnalia ) 
Seethe Ap- is not apparenG® bur this is from, hence and. _— moft 
pendix at the evident 3 That ſuperſtition and perſecution , will- -rorſbip and ty» 
end of this are niſerapeble concomit ants. 
Sermon.) Nebuchadnez:zar ſets up his great Image , and the next news 
| - you heare, tbe Saints are its. the furnace, Dan- 3 - 20. Youſeld- 
ms fee a fabrick 
foundation 6r. ent "i is laid. inthe blood of, Gods people. 
T ln lg 


then praceable » gentle , eaſe ta bs entregted., Jl. of 


mere 


wiiten for our ex- 


he holy, Ghoſt fa) | 
of this lmoſel 


e of . bu a eenlentas . bat. either the | 
, or way of worlhip.) that, 37" 
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number ar rae at of Jeſme , whole ſaulesunder c 
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QObſruaticns, ; bard (hall only nameone, and hoe 

IW hen. falſe puppetry injuſtice Y 0 eruelty have poſſeſſed t 

” my 6 Cfrbet gh is phe han rierw) eateſt 
pare of the people; w ot Fiji 
oa Frags on bngxi 
re 
Thoſe two are the Bell and Drogon , tha what by theiva - 
Qings , what hp heir deſervings , have' (allowed that O- 
ceaniet bload which-hach from the. yeiget of millions 
of millions Nleine naon the: face of the carb, - Giye mas e 
tar Rev. 6. 9, 10, 
cry for Oy again their falſe worfbipping murcherers, 
and the Taleof them:, whole lives have bren facriliged to the 
Ipfatiable Srabirion and: Tyranny of blood- Sel Potentates, 
withche iflues of Gads juſt vengeance onthe ſons of men, for 
complyance-in-theſs twockings , and you will have 
in che-whole Harveſt of blood, leaving buc a few Rragliog glea- 
nings: upon :othee occa And if theſe things. have 4 
been foundiniExglang,, and the preſent adminiſtration with © 
fincere humiliation, dae'nas ryune crofie to wreuellgbis cloſe _ 
wonen webb of defirufion, all choughts of recovery will guick- > 
JIE la&. And thus far, finne and providence drive ona _ 

3. The inevicableneſſe of che deſolation threatned, and che 
inexorableneſle of Godin the execution of ic, v.'1. is the third 
thing confiderablei: Thaugh Moſer.and Samuel ftood beforgmee, 
yet my minde could n0t be toward #bis people, 
'\ Should T iofiſt vpon this; it would diary meout upto Serig- 
ture evidencer, ofa Nations #r9vaeling in finne, kazpnd the 
lineof Gods patience: 8nd ſo gpt tobe cxempred-from ruine:” 
butinſitead:thereof I ſhall make ita part. of 'mydaily — 
cions, that they may he x0, 0urevemer, i if God#:enewict » + 
cheimterproationol haws NAY bate ws 
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| ng ey phe doein fach 
_theirſpirigand zeale; bit now the tate oft 


| verſed. 


. Providencehath once more given ic another 
ſhould ftamble (which the Lord avert) at che fame blocke of 
 impiety and cruelty , there is not another fifting to-be made 


the Lord be your 


-eed by thoſe, who if their intereſt benor 


reaſon farivfied, will ſcarce" yield'a'projer for, yea powre 'oYt 
* exrſer againſt their choiſeſt-Deliverers:: The Lordlay ienor 


prevalent then 


DET 
as this, I would grant at 
interceſſion of Moſer and Samwel , or. others intei 


hings#s come Ro 


har paſſe, the time of Treaty being expired, the black flagge 
' Hung-out , and the decrree pv g brought forth, Zepls 26 2. 


that upon their  -pa increaty ie cannot , it ſhall not be re 


There &s a tims when fon grower rigs for rune 3; For three tranſ- 
greſſions and for foure the Lord will not turne away the iniquity of « 


' people, Amos I. 9. When the fixne of the e/Amorites hath filled 


the cup of vengeance , they muſt drinke ity' Geri. 15; 16. Eng- 
land under ſeverall Adminiftrations of. civill Government, 
hath fallen #wice , yea thrice into Nation-deftroying finnes; 


to reſerve any graines from the ground, I-doabt nov but our 

three tranſgreſſions and foure will nd in-totall-defolation, 
guide, poor England lyeth atiflake.  . ' © 

eg wg fer ty that lyeth in bringing of totall deſirufion 
ople is in tbe interpoſition of Moſes and Samuel 3 


| yy Mike wourh but have ftood out of thegap,' and let the 4l- 
the whole Hoſt of Iſrael, 


migbty goe , he had broken in 

Exo. 33.9, 10, Andletir by hrivny be obſerved of the ſpicix 
of Sanwel, that when the people of God-were moſt exorbi- 
rants he cryeth, a for me, God forbid that T ſbould finne againſt 
tbe Lord in ceaſing to pray for yon, 1 SatN. 12.23. Scarce anſwe- 
ed, or at beſt, their 


rotheir charge ;'For us feeiig that proji ing' Deltzerers are more 
wi fighting Deliverers (ix is thaugh Moſer and Sam- 
wel, not Gideenand Fampſong food before me.) as Gon decay; 


;-If you 
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ſtrengeh int 


praiſe in the earth. be DES Ir 5-1 
. 4. Come we now to the fourth thing in this Chapter ;*the 

Prophets ftate and condicion with the frame and deportment 
of his hears and ſpirit under cheſe difpenſations, and here we- 
find him expreſſing two things of himlſelfe. | 

1. What be found from others, v. 10. py 

2. What bee wreſiled withall in bis ewne ſpirit , v. 15,16, 
17, 18, E-; 

: I» What he found from others, he telleth you, it was cxrſ- 
ing and reproach, &c. I bave neither lent on uſury, nor have men 
lent #0 me on uſury, yet every one of them doth curſe me, v. 10. 

Now this returne may be confidered rwo wayes. 

r. Init ſelfe, Every one ( ſaith he ) of this people curſe me. 

2. In reſerence to bus deportment ; I bave neither borrowed nor 
lent on uſury yet they curſe me. rods 

From the Firſt, Obſerve : | 

Inſtruments of Gods greateſt workes and glory , are often times 
tbe chiefeft objefis of a profeſſing peoples curſes and revenges. The 
returne which Gods Labourers meet withall- in this Genera- 
tion, is in the number of choſe things , whereof there is noe 
new wder the Sun. Men, that under God, deliver a Kingdom, 
may have the Kingdoms curſes for their paines. | 

When Moſer had brought the people of 1/rael out of Bon- 
dage, by that wonderfull-and unparalleld deliverance: being 
forced to appeare with the Lord for the deſtru&ion of Corab: 
and his Aſſoczates, who would have ſeduced:the Congregation + 
to its utter ruine, he receives at length this reward' of all his 
travell, labour and paines , All the Congregation gathered them- 
ſelves againſt him and Aaron, laying murither and ſedition to their 
charge, telling them they had killed the people of the Lord, Numb. 
16. 41, 42. A goodly reward forall their travels: If Gods. 
workes doe not ſuite with the luſts, prejugices,: and intereſts of 
men , they will labour to give his inſtruments. the Devil!s 
wayes. Let not upright hearts fink, becauſe they meet with 
thanklefle men, Boxa agere, & mala pati Chriſtianorumeſt. A 
man may havethe bleſſing of Gon) and the w/e of a profeſling 
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ath gfoon me, ave for fgner and for wonders in Jrodl, ſa.ry. 

Cum ab bominibas damnamar , 4 Deo obſelvinur + Mans con 
denrzation and Gods abſokution , doe not ſeldome meet upon 


. the ſame perfons, forthe ſame things : If you labour co doe 
the worke of the Lord,pray think it noe trange,if among men, 


curſes be your reward and deteſtation your wages. | 

2. In reference to the Propbets deportment, be bad neither lent 
nor had any lent v0 him mpon njary ; the was free from blame a- 
mong them, had no dealings with them, in thoſe things 
which are uſually attended with reproaches,-as he (hews by an 
inſtance in Uſury, a thing that a long time hath beard ve- 
ry #1, | IE | 
Men every way blameleſſe and to beembr aced iu 1beir owne wajes 
are oftentimes abborred and laden witb curſes, for following the 
Lord in bis wayes, Bonus vir Cajni ſejus , ſed malns quia Chri- 
fltianus ; Whar precious men ſhould many be, would they let 
goe the work of God in this Generation ? No advantage a= 
gainſt them, but in the matter of their God , and that is e- 
noagh to have them to the Lyons, Dan. 6. 5. He thac mighe 
be honoured for compaſling theends ſaiting his owne World- 
ly Tetereſi, and will ly undergoe diſhonour for going 
beyond, to fitie the defigne of God, hath furely ſome zmpreſ- 
Fon upon his ſpirit, that is from above. 

- 2. You havethe Prophets deportment , and the frame of . 
his ſpirit during thoſe TranſaQions between the Lord and 
that finfull people : And this he holds out in 'many patheti- 
call complaints, tobe fainting, decaying, perplexed, weary of bw 
burden, not knowing how to eaſe himſelfe, as you may ſee at 
large, v. 153 16, 179 I8. | OI 

In darke and difficult diſpenſations ef Providence, Gods eboiſeſt 
ſervants are oftentimes ready 30 faint under the bartben of them. 
How weary was David when he cryed out in ſuch a condi- 
tion, O that I bad wings tike a Dove, for then would T flie away 
and be at reft , Pſal.55. 6. Long had he waited for a defired 
iſſue of his perplexed Rate, and had perhaps often times been 
fruftrated of his-bepr of drawing to a period of his miſeries, 
og one dijeppointmes+ to follow on the neck of 
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cis not with chew, as It was with that wicked King of Iſrael, To 
who being diſappoinred of peace and deliverance in his owae | 
time, crys our, This «vill 5s of the Lord, why ſbould ! waite rep = 
on bim any longer , 2 Kings 16. 33, The ſeaſon of deliverance 
ſuiced nor his expe@arzon ; theretore he quice chroweth off the 
Lord and his proteQion. Not unlike many among our ſelves, 
whoſe defires and expeQations being not fſailsfied in the clsf- h E 
3ng of our diftraRions, according to che way, which them- A 
ſelves had framed for the Lord to walkein , are ready to caſt 3 
off his cauſe , his proceQion co. comp!y wich the enemieg of 4 
his Name, S: Deus bomini non placuerit, Dens non erit : Bat ic © © 
| may he obſerved,thar deliverance came not to that people un- : = 
ell Jeboram was wea: y of waiting , and then inftanily Gd | 
gives it in z when G-:d hath tyred the patience of corrupted 
ten, he will ſpeak peace to them, that wait for him. 

Thus is ic not with the Saints of GoJ, onely being perphx- 2 
ed in their ſpirits, darke in their apprehenſions, and fainting «2 
'in chit: firength , they breake out ofc times into paſſionate 
complaints ( as Feremy for a Cottage in the Wildernefle ). but 
yet for the maine h« 1ding firme to the Lard : and the reaſons 
of thi» quailing are : | 

1, The weakneſſe of Faith, when the methods of God's proceed- 
ings ate unfath mable to onr apprehenſtons ; while men ſce-the 
paths wherein the Lord walketbychey can follow bio through 
ſome dfficultiesz but when char is hid from them, though 
Providence fo ſhut up all other wayes, that ic is impoſlible 
_ God ſhould bein them, yet lithey __ diſcerne ( ſo prod 
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hegoeth in that wherein he is, they cad 


give over. God is pleaſed ſometime to make- 


< 


to faint and 


darknefſe his pavilion and his ſecret place, A fire devoures be= 
fore bim, and it is very tempeſiuous round about bim , F ſal. 50, 3. 
When once God is attended with fire, darkneffe, and tempeſt, 


becauſe we cannot fo eaſily ſee him, we are ready co leave him: 
Now this the Lord uſually dothin the execution of his judge- 
ments, Thy righteowuſneſſe 3s like the great Mowntaines, thy juadge- 
ments are a great deep, Pſal. 36. 6. His rzgbteouſneſſe, bis kind= 
nefſe is like a great Mountaine, that is eafie to be ſeen , a nan 
cannot overlookeit, unleffe he wilfully (hat his eyes 3 But bis 
Tudgemenis are like the great Deepe; Who can look into the 
bottome of the Sea,or know what is Gone in the depths there- 
of? Gods works in their «ccompliſoment are oftentimes ſo un= 
ſuited to the reaſons and apprehenſions-of men, that very-ma- 
ny who have been ſtrong in defices, and great in expeRation 
of chem, upon their bringiog forth co light, have quite re- 
je&ed and oppoſed them as none of his, becauſe diſtant from 
what they had framed to themſelves : It is evident from the 


Goſpel, that the people of the Fewer were full of expe&ation - 


and longing for the great work of the comming of the /deſ- 
fear, Juſt at the ſeaſon wherein he came, yet being come, be- 
cauſe not accommodated to their pre-imaginations, they reje-= 
ed him, as having neither forme nor comelineſſe in him to be d: ſi- 
red, Iſa. 53.2, And the Prophet Amos telleth many, ho de- 
fired the day of the Lord, that, that day ſhould be darkneſſe ro them 
and not light, Amos 5. 18,20. So lnevery Generation many 
defirers of the accompliſhment of Gods-work, are ſbaken off 
from any ſhare therei -, by tiuding it unſuircd to their reaſons 
and expeRations. 


Now when the Lord is plezſed thus to watke in darkneſſe, ' 


many belag not able to trace h:m in his diſpenſations, are 
ready to lye downe and (ink under the burden : David ſeemes 
tO profefſe, that he had nothing at ſuch a time ro uphold him 
but th's, that God muſt be there, or no where; I had ſaid 


( faith he ) that it was in vaine to walke,ss I doe, but that 1. 


ſhould have condemned the generation of thy Children, Pſal.73.15. 
Aad truely God never leaves us wichout ſo much Jight , but 
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'their procuring cauſes, which is the fecond. Thirdly, Theſe 
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that we may ſee clearly whip be is recer 

particulags we maybe rolled 'whbere be is, though his goings 
chere be not ſoclear. Azke if God be1n che Counſls of men, 
who ſeek themſclver, and in the ways of thoſe who make ix 
their defigne to ruine the Generation of the juſt. If you finde 
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by recounting 


not, and fot 


him there, ſeek no further ; if not, let.chat give you /ighe, ro _ 
diſcerne, where bee makes bis abode , that you turne not «fide to _— 
the flocks of Others. 2 
2. A reducing the works of Providence to inbred Rules of 
our owne. Bar this I cannot purſue. 
Be tender toward Fainters in difficult ſeaſons 3 if they ſeave Uſe... 

waiting onthe Lord, b:caufe the evill is of bim , if they. caſt in Y 
their Lot with the portion of the ungodly , they will in theend = 
perifh in their Gainſayzing : But as tor ſuch , as-what for want _ 
of light, what for want of faith, fit downe and figh in dark- _— 


nefſe, be not too haſty in laying further burdens on them : 
When firft the Confederacy was entred Into, by the Proteſtant 
Princes in Germary againſt Charles the fife , Luther. himſelfe 
for a ſeaſon was bewildred, and knew not what to doe, un- 
till being inſtruediin the fandamentall Laws of the Empire, b 
he ſate downe fully in that undertaking , though the Lord | - 
gave it not the defired ifſue, S$l:3d. Com. Lib, 8. Our Saviour Z 
Chriſt askes;, If when be comes, hee ſhall finde faith on the earth, 

Lake 18. 8. Ic is his comming with the ſpiris of Judgement and "il 
burning, a day of Tryall and Viſitation , he there ſpeaks of : AN 
Now whats Faith (hall he wanc , which will not be found in I 
that day ? Not the Faith of a&bcrence to himſelfe for fpiritu= 
all life and juſtification ,. but of aFrall cloſing with him in the 


chings he then doth; that ſhall be rare,many (hall be ſtagger- 2 
ed, and faint tn that day. 7 | : 


And thus by the feverall Heads of this Chapter, have I 
led you chrough the very flate and condition of this Nation 
Firſt, Fariety of judgements are threatned tous,and incums -- A 
bent on us, as in the firft part. Secondly, of theſe, Fahew or- , 
ſbip, Superſtition, Tyranny, and Cruelty lye in the bottome 9 as 


if renowed under your hand, will certainely bring inevitable = 
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_ *euine upon pry Nation, which is the this ly, 

ET aoke ns precious. Heargs, "bit. ir way of kobe 
what for want of F 53h, F fail, an cry out, for the wings of a 
Dove, which is the fourch. 1 come ia che fifr place to Gods 
dire&ion co you for the future, in this Rate and conditions 
which being ſpread in diverſe Verſes as the Lord gives it to the 
Proph«t, | ſhall meddle with no more of it, ther is chucained 
in the words, which at cur entrance read unto yous 

Lee them returne, KC. 

In the words oblerve foure things , 

x. Gods dire#;on to ibe Prophet, anda him, to o all, has 
doe his worke in fuch a feaſon, as this deſcaibe.i: Lez chem Fen 
_ 10 thee, returne nos tbog to them. 

. Their affiftance and ſupporcment in purſuznce of chat 
direAion: :T will make thee, to this people, a br 22. fenced wall. 

3. The oppolicion, with ius tuccefle and ifſue , which in 
that way , they ſhunld meet withall: They o2ll fight againſt 
thee, and ſball not prevaile. - 

4. Their Conſoiation and ſucceſſe from the preſence of the 
Land? For I am with tbee to deliver thee, Oc, 

1. There is Gods direQion, 

Many difficulties in this troableſome ſeaſon, was the Pro- 
hex infelcaced withall : The people would nor be prevailed 
with, to comeup to the mind of God, they continuing in 
their ftubboraneſſ , the Lord would not be prevailed with, to 
avert che threatned Deſolation z what nuw ſhall he doe? 'To 


ftand our againſt the bnike of the people ſuits not his earthly. 


Intereſt; to couple with them, anſwers not the diſcharge of 
his Office 3 0 mai uponthem any longer, is fruicleſſe ;- to 
give up bimſelfe to their ways comfortlefle : Hence his com- 
plainrs, hence his moanings. Beccer lye downe and fink uader 
the burden, then always to ſwim againt the ſireame of an un- 
reformable mulcicude: In this ftrair, the Lord comes in with 
his direQion, Lee «bem retzrne nnto tbee, &c. K ep thy ſtation, 
rn thy dury , comply nor with the Children of Backſpy- 


But what ever be the efſueyi ifxltere be any gofing wrought, 
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en immediately co the Prophet, I (hall 
holdoutto All, Afting in the name and Authority of Godjin 


ances of men in Authority , with thoſe, againft 


k whom thiy ate employed, are Treacherows contrivances againſt the 


God of Heaven, by whom they are employed 


ed, 
worke negligently, what is he by them that do it Treacherouſly? 


icinto his owne Bowels, his Glory and Honour , thoſe things 
| ſodeare to him ? He that is intrufted with ity and dares nog 


the creature, but makes very bold with the Creator. $ 

Prov. 25. 2. It is the glory of God 20 conceale a thing, but it 
| the glory of a King to finde out a matter : That which God aim- 
: eth to be glorious in, co manifeſt his Atrributes by , is the con- 
; cealing and covering our Iniquities in Chrift 3 bu if the Ha- 
- giſirate will have gloty , it he will not bring upon himſelfe 


Diſbonour by diſhonouring of God ,. he is to ſearch and finde 
out the Tranſpreſſions, with whoſe 
and to give unto them condigne Retribution. 
curſe them , who come not forth 30 bis belpe again 
Judg. 5: 23- What is their due , who being 
kim, doe yet 


nizance he igentruſted, 
If the Lord 
the mighty, 
ed forth by 
4" mighty againſt him ? For a'man to take 
ingdomes Enemies is no ſmall crime ; but for a 


Genie 


ſtupen= 
have de- 


pt 
Iniquides as wichout:his' Appearance, they 
Bux be that juſtifierb vþe wickads. and condenneth the 
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If God be fo provoked, that he curſeth him , who doth bu 
' when hegivesa ſwordinto the hands of men , and they thruſt 


doe Jwſiice on every one, that dares doe Injuftice , is affraid of 
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' Abbomination to the Lord, Prov and 1 ly to tt 
an nation to ra, FTOV. 17. 15. and not Only to 


Lord , but to good men alſo ; He thaz faith to the wicked, thou 
art Righteous , bim ſhall the people curſe, Nations ſhall abhor bim, 
Prov. 24. 24. | Si SPF CAL MfL Ot aka I OPINION 
I ſpeake only as to the Generall ( for meeletall particulers 
fiad mercy) with a ſad Remembrance of the late workings of 
things amongſt us, with thoſe vile ſordid compliances which 
grew upon the ſpirits of /Hdagiſtrates and Miniſters with thoſe, 
whoſe Garmeats were died with the blood'of Gods Saints 
and precions ones ( as formerly they were called , for now 
theſe Names are become termes of reproach ) and would this 


complying went alone , bur Pretences and Accuſations maſt be 


found out againſt ſuch as fellow wich them , when they be- 
gin to call darkeneſſe hgbt, they will ere long call light darkneſs: 
by which meanes, our eyes have ſeen , men of their owne ac- 
cord laying down the weapons werewith at firſt they fought a- 
gainſt Oppoſers, and taking up them, which were uſed againſt 
themſelves , as hath bappened more then once, to Pen-men 
both'in our owh , and our neighbour Nation. Now this Re- 
yolting from principles of Religion and Righteouſnefle , to a 
complyance with any fintull way or perſon , 13a Treacherous 
Oppoſition to the God of Heaven ; for, 7 


I. It cannot be done butby preferring the creatare before 


the Creator , eſpecially in thoſe things which are the proxi- - 


mate cauſes of Deviation. 
k "Two principall cauſes I have obſeryed of this crooked wal- 
ing. £ 2] 
1, Feare. | NS) 
2. That Defire of periſhing things , which hath a m'xture 
of Covetouſneſſe and Ambition. The firft makerh men wary, 
what they doe againft men , the other maketh them weary of 
doing any thing for God ,, as whereby their ſordid ends are 
not like to be accompliſhed. , | 
' 1, Feare : when once Magiftrates begin co liſten after quid 
ſequitur'r, and fo to with-draw from doing good, for Feare of. 
ſuffering evill, paths of wickedneſs are quickly returned anto, 
and the authority of God deſpiſed. Let this mars goe , and rake 
bred of Ezſar , John 19. 12. did more prevaile 0h ——_ 
” LN . CUerOug 
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was not the whole Sazedrim ſwayed to deſperate villany ; for © 
feare the Romans (bould come and take away their Kingdome ? 
Jobn 11. 48. When men begin once to diſtruſt thas God will 


| Teavethem inthe bryars , to wreſtleis out themſelves (for un- 
- beliefe lyeth at che bottome of carnall feare ) they quickely 


turne themſelves to contrivances of their owne, for their owne 
ſafety, their owne proſperity which commonly is by obliging 
choſe unto them by compliances , in an oppoſition to whom 
they might ob/ige the Almighty to their afliftance : ſurely they 
conclude hee wants eicher Truth or Power to ſapport them in 
his employment. £6 
If a Prince ſhould ſend an Embaſſadour to a Forreigze State 
to treat about Peace , or to denounce War z who , when hee 
comes there , diſtrufting his Maſters Power co make good his 
undertaking , . ſhould comply and winde up his Intereſt wich 
them to whom he was fenc, ſuffering his Soveraigns errant co 


fall co the ground , would hee not be efteemed as arrant a 


Traitor as ever lived ? And, yet though this be clips coine a= 
mong men, it is put pon the Lord every day as curcant.: : 


From this principle of carnall feare and unbeliefe, trembling 


fara man that ſhall dye , andthe Son of man that ſball be as grafſe, 


forgetting tbe Lord our maker, Iſa. 51. 12. areall thoſe prudential 
follies , which exerciſe che mindes of moſt men in authoricy, 
making chem , eſpecially in times of difficulties, to regulate 
and ſquare all their proceedings , by whac ſuices their owne. 
ſafety and particular interefts*counſelling, advifing, working 


| for themſelves, quite forgetting by whom they are entruſted, 
and whoſe bufinefſe they ſhonld doe. 6 


4 ” 


2, Adeſireof periſhing things tempered with covetouſneſs 
and ambition : Hence was the ſparing of the fat Cattell, and 
of Agag by Saul, 1 Sam. 15+ When thoſe two qualifications 
cloſe on any , they are diametrally oppoſed to that frame 
which of God is required in them, viz. That they fbould be men 
Fearing God, and bating covetoufneſſe : The firſt will goe far, be- 
ing _ a contrivance for ſafety 3 but if chis latter rake-bold of 
any, being a conſultation to exelt themſelves , is quickly car- 
r7eth them beyond all bounds RNIOru TheLoxrd grant, 
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thathereafcer there may be no ſuch complaints In thi; Never, 
Or may be cauſelefſe, arhave been heretofare'; viz. That wee 
have pewred outour projers, Jeopardedour hves, waſted our 
eftater,ſpent our blood, to ſerye the l»fts and compatle the defigns 
of ambicious ungodly men. Sts : 
The' many w.iyes whereby theſe things intrench upon the 
fpirics ofmen, to byaffe them from che pachs of 'the Lord , I 
P _ ſhall noe i6fift upon, it is enough that T have touched upon the 
_:- - obvious cauies of deviation , and manifeſted thens to be trea- 
; cheries againft the God of al! Authority. 


inducemer es, and to be conttaurt to the way of Righteouſneſſe, 
and this I (hall hold our unto you in two particulars, 

T7. Labuur co recover Others, even alt chat were ever diſt- 
inguiſhed ard calied by the yame of the Lord, from. their late 
feariull Re:mning to finfull Comply.ncer with the Enemies of 
Gud and che Nation: I fpeak nor of mens Perſons, buc of their 
wajer ; For 3, yeares this people have been eminently ſicke of 
the fo.ly of Backeſiiding , and withonr ſome ſpecial Cordia!l 
are like to perith in it , a#farre as know, © © 
*" Looke upon the eftate of this People as they were diffcren- 
ced feaven yeares agoe, fo for ſome continuance , and as they 
are now, and yok l find in how many thi: /gs we have re 
7 t«rned to others , andnot one inftance to be piven of i heir re» 
E » . turnet0 us ; that this may be clear, rake fome pactHolars, 

L 1, In Words and Expreſſions , thole.are ind: animisturne 
them overand you wy find what is in the who!e Heart. Our 
of the Aboundance of the beart the mouth ſpe:ketb. Nuw is not 
that Language , are not thoſe very Expresforny , which filled 
the Ss of che. common Actverla; ies onely, grownalſo 
terms of Reproach upon the, Tungues cf men , chat ſuffered 
ſometimes under them, and counted it their honcur foro do ? 
Hence that common Exprobetion, A Paihament of Saings, an 


Army of Saints 2 and fych 1jke De: ifions of Gods ways, now 


© plenfall'wichthem, who oreſomtimes, andfooke ſeeere co- 
bY | fell with w + Ah !. hadit not been more for zhe Honuwr of God, 
= -- that we had kept oar ftation, untill! others bad cometo us, (6 


S388 tohave exalted the name and profeffion of the Goſfpe/, then 
| | I that 


* 


Vſee  Becxhvuried to beware of Relapſer, with all their cauſes and 
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that we ſhould foretars to 
makiog che'pavhs of Chrift a Keproach ? 
zer-for ths with” Judah togontinue Ruling with God, t-10 be faich« 
fullivizb the Sainer, Hof 11. 12. then to ſtand ini the Congrega= 
tion of the mockers , and to ſit in the ſeateof the ſcornefull ? What 
ſhall we ſay when the Saints of God are as fignes and wondert to 
be ſpike againſt in Iſrael ? Ifa. 8. 18, Oh that men would re- 
member! how chey have /eft their firſt ſtation 3 when chem- 
ſelves ule thoſe Reproceber unto others , which for the ſame 
_ cauſe themſelves formerly bare wich comfort ! Iris bitternefle 
to confider how the Goſpel is ſcandalized by this wofull Re- 
terne of Miniifters'and People, by cafting Scripturall Exprosfe- 
ons by:way ofcorn; on thoſe , with whom.they were ſomes 
cimes in the like kind Companions of Contempr. | Surely in 
this we are Returned to them, and not theyto ns. s 

2. In Agtions and thoſe, ' : + DE” 

1. Of Rekgiwn, not only in Opinion, but Prafiſealſo, are we 


here undera vile Retwrne. We are becoine the Lyons, and the 


ſame thoughtientertained by us, againſt others ,'as were 
exerciſed towards ous ſelves. .. Are ndt others as unworthy to 
hve upon their native foile in owr judgements, as weour ſelves 
in the judgements of them” formerly over us? Are not groaxes 
for liberty, bythe warmth of favour, in a few yeares hatched 
into Ar:epri'for Tyranny? and:for Praffiſe, what hold hath 
former fuperſtition in obſerving dayes and 3imes, laid hold up- 
on the many of 1þz Peopleagain , witnefs the late ſolemn ſaper- 
ſticion;'and many things of the like nature. + 
2. For Civill things, theclofing of ſo many, formerly c= 
therwiſe-engaped, with che adverſe party in the late Rebellion, 
_ with the Iuke- warm deportment of others at the ſame time, is 
_ wfafficient demonſtration of ic; And may not the Lord juftly 
complain of all this, whar iniquity have you ſeene in mee, or my 
wayes , that you are gone farre from me, and walked afier vanity, 
and arebecome vaints Jer. 2. 4. Why bave you changed your glory 
for that which doth not profit, verl. 11. Have'T beene a dry heath, 
or a barren wilderneſſe to you ? Obithat men ſhould findho more 
ſweetneſs in following the Lambe under wonderfull proteAi- 
- ons, but thet they ſhould _ eutne aſide into every —_— 
"IS | I 2 | | nee : 
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give you many Reaſons of it; bur T have done, what T intend- 


ed, a little hinted , that wee are a Kerwrning People, that fo: 
you might be exhorted to help for a Recovery : and how ſhall 


that be ? | 
2. By your owne keeping cloſe to the Paths of Righteouſ- 
- nefſe ; if you Retwrne not, others will look about again: This 
Breach , this evill is of you , within your own walls, was 
the fountaine of our Backefliding, Would yoube the Repair-. 
ers of Breacher, the Reſtorers of Paths for met to walke in , doe 
theſe two things. 
1. 'T z»rne not to the wayes of ſuch,as the Lord hath blafted 
under your eyes , and theſe may be referred to 3. heagle. 
1, Oppresſion. 
2. Selfe-ſecking, 
3. Contrivances for perſerntion. 
I. Oppresſion , how deteſtable a crime it isin the eyes of 
the Almighty , what effeQs ic hath upon men , making wiſe 
men made , Ec. 7. 7. How frequently it cloſeth in the ca- 


lamitous Ruine of the Opprefſours themſelves, are things 


known toall. Whether it hath not been exerciſed in this Na- 
' tion , both in Generall by unneceſſary Impoſitions, and in 
Particular by uanwarrantable preſſures , let the mournfull cryes 
of all ſorts of People teſtifie. Should you now Retxrn to ſuch 


wayes as theſe , would-notithe Anger of the Lord ſmoake as 


gainſt you ? Make it I bleech you your Defigne to relieve the 
whole , by all meanes poſſible, and to relieve Particulars , yea 
even ofche adverſe Party where too much overborn. Oh let ie 
be conſidered by yow, that it be not conſidered wp9n you. I know 
thechings you are neceſlitatedto, are not to be ſupported by 


the aire. Ic is anly whac is wnneceſſary as to you, or inſupporta= © 


ble as to othes, that requires your ſpeedy Reforming ; that 
ſo it may be ſaid of you as of Nehemiab, Chap. 5: 14, 15. And 
for Particulars ( pray pardon my folly and boldnets ) I hearti- 
ly defirea Committee'of. your Honourable Houſe might fic 
Once a week, tO relieve poor men that have been oppreffed by 
men, ſometimes enjoying Parliamentary Authority. 
| 2, Selfc-ſeeking, when mencan be content to lay a Nation 


low, 


Oe , ; X 2 
Ry | co tet ns 
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Un VE ACC ct NT nero 


_ off. 


— 


ines noe Have nos ſome ſought to advance themſelves 


things, notbecauſe they were done, but becauſe they were nog 
done- by. them. Bus innocent blood will be found a Tottering 
foundation for men to build their Honours, Greatnefle , and 
Preferments upon. O ret#rne not in this unto any. If men 


ſerve themſelves of the Nation, they muſt expeR that the Na- 


tion will ſerve 3s ſeifeupon them, 'The beſt ſecuricy you can 


poſhbly have that the People will performe their duty in obe=-. 


dience,is the witnefſe of your own conſciences, that you have 


diſcharged your duty towards them, in ſeeking their good, by 


your owne trouble, and not your owne advantages intheirtrou- 
ble. I doubt not but that in this, your praRtice makes the ad- 
moygition a commendation, otherwiſe the word fpoken , will 
certainly witneſle againſt you. | 5 

3. Gontrivances for perſecution , how were the hearts of all 
men hardned like the nether Mill-ftone , and their thoughts 
did grinde blood and revenge againft their Brethren ! What 
colours, what pretences had men invented to prepare a. way 
for the Rolling of tbeir garments in the teares : yea blood-of 
Chriſtians, The Lord ſo keep your ſpirits from a compliance 
herein, that with all the Bowe be not too much benc on the 
other fide, which is noc impotlible. RR 

Be there a Backſliding upon your ſpirit to theſe ,; or ſuch 
like things as theſe, the Lord will walke contrary to you, 
and were you as the Signet wpoz bis hand, he would pluck you 


2. Retwurne not tothe open enemies of our peace : I could here 
inlarge my ſelfe to ſupport your ſpirits in the work men-» 
tioned, Fob 29. 14, 15. but 1 muſt on to the following parts 


” of my Text, and paſſe from the Diredim given, to the Sup» 


portement, and Affiſtance promiſed, 1 will make thee 10 this peo= 


ple a = and a fenced IW all. P n 

An implyed 0bje&ien, which the Prophet, m'git put ig, 
upon his charge to keep ſocloſsto the rule of rigaccouſnelle, 
is herg removed; If 1 muſt thus abide by it, to. ex2cute whar- 


_— 


under that. power ," which with che lives and blood of the 
People they have oppoſed? Seeming to be tronbledar former” 


| foever 
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ot ſhrinking, nor ftagget® 
jog at the greateft underrakiinge, what will become of me in 
the ifſfae? Willie not be deftruftive eo ſtand our againſt a 
make thee, exc. | #5 ; 

God will certainly give in prevailing firength , and wn 


c0Ngue- 
rable defence nnto Perſons conſlanth diſobarging tho duties of 


Righteonſueſſe , eſp ially when undertaken in times of difficulty 
and oppoferrm. t will make thee, &c. The like ment to 
this you have, made to Eztkiel, Chop. 3.8, 9. Nether was it 
ſo to the Prophets alone, but to Magiſtrates alſo when Foſhna 
undertook the Regency of Tf-2el in a difficult ftme, he takes 
of his feare and Diffidence with this very inconrapement, Foſb. 
1. 5. He faith he wilt make them a 2b, the beft defence #- 
gainſt oppoſition, and that not a weake ro#1ering Wal, that 
might eafily be caſt downe, but a brazen wall 5 that muſt 
needs be impregnable : What Engines can poflibly prevaile 
apainft a Wall of Braſe ? And to make je more ſecure, this 
azen wall fhall be fenced with all manner of fortifications, 
and ammunition; fothat the verieft Coward in the World, 
being behind 'ſuck'a wall, may without dreador terrour ap- 
ply himfelfe co that, which he findeth eo doe. God will fo 
ſecure the Inſtruments of his glory againft a Buckeſlyding peo= 
ple in holding up the wayes of his Trach and Righteouſneſſe, 
that all Attempts againſt them fhall be vaine,” and themoſt vi- 
' morous ſpirit ray be ſecure, Provided'he goe not out'of the 
Lords way ; for if they be found beyond the Lize, the brazen 
wall, they may eaſily be ſurprized, And indeed, who-buta 
Foole would, run from the (ſhelter of a brazen wall, to hide 
himſelfe in a'lir:le fiubble? And yer fo doe all whe ranne to 
their owne wiſedome, fromthe moft hazardous engagement 
that any of the wayes of God can poſhbly lead thera unto. Tt 
1s a ſure word, and for ever to be refted rpon, which the Lord 
gives in to Aſ2,-2 Chron. r5, 2. The Lord # with you , while yee 
be with him: Anunbiaſed Magiſftracy; Thaflinever wang: 
@ncivued prefence : Very Jerobvam'himfelſt receives a pro- 
miſe vpon condition of cloſe walking: wkh'God in righreous 


Adminiſtrations, of having a bouſe built him like the houſe of 


Dauvid 
; 3 


confirmed People? No, ſaith the Loxd,ie ſhall not be : I'wit 


Flieli-pory of Egypr, for this they ate: ready. to: tone him, 
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- _ Houſeof- ,')]J AN-31-1648. . 
David, x Kings 11.38: What a wall was God tc 
David, n Kings 11. 38; a wall was God to 
p_ = . « 3 OY . , 3 vo : 
that great undertaking of being inftrumentall for the delivery 


of Ifrael from a bondage and{lavery of foure handred yeares. 


continuance : Pharoab was againſt him whom he had depri- 
ved of his Severaignty and dominion over the People : and 
what a provocation the depriving of Soveraigmy is unto Po- 
tencates, needs no demonſtration : To the corruption of na- 
ture which inclines co Heights and exaltations, in imitation 
of che fountaine whence ic flowes z they have allo the corrap- 


 #0n of ſtare and condition , which hath alwayes enclined co 


Abſojucenelſe and Tyranny : Alt Egype was againft him, as 
being by him viſibly deſtroyed, waſted, fpoyled, robbed, and 
at length fmiccer-in tbe Apple of #he eye, by rhe loffe of cheic 
firſt borne; andif his be not enoagh', that the King and 


People, whom he oppoſed'were his enemies, the very People, 


for whoſe ſates he ſerhimſele'tooppoſe the others, they alfo 


rife apagainſt him, yea ſeek to! deftroy him 5 one time they 


appeale 19: God for Juſtice againſtbim, Exod: 5.21. The Lord 
looke upon you- and judge, They pp the righteous Gold 
to Witneſſe, that he had not fulfilled what he promiſed chem, 
to:wit, Liberdy,. Safety, and freedome from oppreſſion}, but 
that rather by- biemeanes their Burdens were encreafed : And 
in chis/ they: were: (o: confadenc ( like fome among(t us ) chat 
they appraled'umto God: for the: equity of their complains. 
Afterward'being-/reduced to a ſtrazr, ſuch as they could? nos. 
fee-how:poſibly they ſhould be extricated from, wichouz utcer 
reize (like our prefene condition in-che apprehenfipn of ſome) 
they cry:outupon himfor the whole:deſtzne of bringing them 


inco the Wildernefſe, and affirme poficively, that thovgts rhey 


had periſhed in their former ſlavery,. it had been'ibercer* for 
them, then to have followed him in this-new and dangerous 


engagement, Ex,14.11,12,13. That Generation being (as Cal- Calv. in Num: . - 
vin obſerves ) lo inuredrs bondage, that they were altogether Cap. 4. | 


unfit.to beare with the workings and pangs of thei approach- 
ing Liberty, Afterwards, d&they'want drink? Adoſer bs the 
cauſe; did they wanr meate ? this Afofer would Rtarve them, 
Fxerd. 15:24, and 16.7, Hecould nov lev them alonebyibe. 
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Y + Exod. 17.3. At this day,” have we. too much# 
ſhorta Harveſt, itislaid on theſhonlders of thepreſent Go- 
- vernment. It was no otherwiſe of old. __ is 

- came to that height; as being frightened by the eppotiuion, 


- with Obedience, he will honour chem with preſervation Hs 
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'Raine , 'or to0 


. they heard of, and framed to themſelves in that place whe- 
ther Moſes would carry them, that they preſently enter into 
. a conſpiracy and revolt, conſulting to caft off his Government, 
and choſe new Commanders, and with a violent hand to're- 


twrne to their former condition , Namb. 14-4. an attempt as 


frequent at ſruiclefſe among our felves. When this would not 


doe, atlength upon'the occafion of taking off Corab and his 
company, they afſemble themſelves together, and lay ( not 


impriſonment but ) murder to his charge, and #bat of the peo- 


ple of the Lord, Numb. 16. 41. Now what was the iſſue of all 
choſe oppoſitions ? What effeQ had they ? How did the 
power of Pharoab, the Revenge of Egipt., the backſliding of 
I/rael prevaile ? Why God madethis one foſes a fenced bra- 


_ zenwall tothem All, he was never in che leaft meaſure prevai- 


led againſt ; fo long as he was with God, God was with him, 
no matter who was againft him. 


Oae thing onely would I commend to your confiderations, 
viz, Thatthis 24ſes, thus preſerved, thus delivered, thus pro- 


tected , falling into one Deviation ,'in one thing, from cloſe 


following the Lord, was taken off from enjoying the cloſure 
and fruit of all his labour, Numb. 20. 12. Otherwiſe he fol- 
lowed the Lord in a difficult ſeaſon, and did not want rweons 
gy ſupportment : Take heed of the fmalleft turning afide 
om God-: Oh looſe not the fruic ofall your labour for ſelfe; 
for a left, or any thing that may turne you afide. | 
Now the Lord will doe this, | 
TI. Becauſe of his owne Engagement. 
2. For our Incouragement. E. 
1+ Becauſe of his owne | ©4000 , and that js two fold, 
__ I, Of Trwtb and Fideliyy, IL 
2. Of Honour and Glay. 
1, His Truth and Veracity is ingaged in ic. Thoſe tbat bo- 
near bim be will bonow , x $am. 2:30. If men honour him 


this People 
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 bewithibem:; while -2hiy. are with bins. 2 Chron, 15. 2, While:. | 
they are with him ir conſtancy of duey,. he-will. be with chem to , 


keepthem in ſafety , He will never leave tbemn nor forſake them, 
Foſb. t. 5. No weapon that 3s framed againſt them ſhall ptoſper, £ h 
Iſa. 54+ 17. Now God is never. & the waters that faile to'any © 
that upen his ingagements waite for him ; he will not (hame 
the faces of them that put their cruſt in him. Why (hculd our 
unbeleeving ſpirits charge that upon the God of Truth, which wee 
fare not impute.to a man that i4 a worme, a lhar ? -WIIl a man 
faile in his ingagement unto him, who upon that tngagemene 
undertakes a. difficult imployment for his ſake? Thecrath iz, 
ic is eicher wang of ſinderity in our working, or want of 
faith in dependance, that makes us at any time come 
ſhort of che utmoſt cictle, that is in any of the Lerds en- 
gagements., ,- . * v4 | 
1-We want fencerzty,and:doe the Lords work, but with our . 
owne aims ard ends, like Jebu ; no wonder, if we beleft ro 
| our ſelves for our wager and defence. | | 
2. We want Faith alſo in the Lords worke , curne to our 
owne comnſels for ſupportment 5 no marvell, if we come ſhore 
; of aſliftancez If we will not beleeve we ſball not be eftabliſhed. | 4 
; Looke to-ſixcerizieia working, and faith_in dependance, 2 
Gods truth and fidelity will carry him out to give you incon- i 
querable ſupportment : Deflexion from thele , will be your 
deſtrution: You that are working on a new Boztome, worke 
alſo oniniew principles, . put not new Wine into old Bottles new 
defignes.into old Hearts. | I ph: 

- Sxcondly,/ He is engaged in point of Honowr, if they mif-. 
carry inhis way, What will be ave for bis great name ? Yeaſo, 
tender is the Lord herein of bis Glory, that when he hath 
been exceedingly provok:d co remove men our of his preſence, 
yet becauſe they have been called by his Name , and have vi-, 
fibly held forth a following after bim, he would noc ſuffer: - 
them to be trodden dowae, left the enemy ſhould exalt chem» 
ſelves, and ſay, Where is now their Ged ? They ſhall not take. 
from bim the hozoxr of former Deliverances and proteRions : 
Ia.-ſacha- Nation as this , if the Lord now ppon manifold . FEY 
proyocations ſhould giveup Teremonts People, Army to Fate: | PR” 
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4%, - 2. Forour Ercouragement, the wayen | 
"times attended with ſo many, difficulties, ſomuch Oppoſtion, 


wppRd raine, would not the Glory of former counſels, fac- 
cefles, deliverances, be utterly loſt ? would not men lay ig was 
not the Lord, but chance that happened #0-thens ? 


that they muſt be imbraced meerly becauſe his 5 no other 10- 
tive in the World can ſuit them to us. I meane for ſuch as 
keep them immixed from their owne carnall and corrupt In- 


tereſts: Now becauſe the Lord will not rake off che bardfoip - 


and difficulty of them, leaſt tie ſhoutd not have the Honour of 
carrying-on his work, againſt tumultuating oppoſition , hee 
ſecurespvore weaklings of comfortable «fiſtence, and anſwer- 
able ſ«cceſſe , leſt his worke ſhould be wholy negleQed. Iris 
true, the Lord as our ſoveraigne Maſter may juſtly require a 
cloſe labouring ia all his wayes , wichout the leaft ſweerning 
endearments put upon them, onely as:they are his whoſe we 


are, who hath-a dominion over us: But yet ava a tender Fo- 


elightsto exerciſe his will cowards 


#ber, in which relation he deli his | 
his »wre in Chrift, Hee pittieth our infirmitier , hnowing 1hat 


we are but duſt : and therefore to invite us into the davke, into 


ways labourfome and toylefome tb fleſh-and'blood » he glives- 


us 11 this ſecurity, that we ſhall be av « fenced brazen wall to 


. the oppoling ſons of men. 


To diſcover the Fanity and Folh of all oppofirion to men. 
called forth of God to doe hisworke, and walking in his 
wayes; would you not thinke him mad, that ſhould firike 
with bis fiſt, and run with his head againſt « fenced brazm wall 
to caſt ic downe?- Ishe like to have any ſuccelle, butiohe bat- 
zering of his fleſh, and che beating out of his braines ? Whar 
doethe waver obtaine by daſhing themſelves with noiſe and 
dread againft a rocke, bue their owne beating-:o peeces ? Whar: 


-prevailes a man by ſhooting his arrows agalaſt che Skie , but a 


retwre upon his owne head? Nor is the moſt powerfull op- 
poſition to the ways of God, like to meet with better ſuccefle : 
God looks no otherwiſe upon Oppoſers, then you would do 
upon-a man attempting to thruft downe & fenced brazen wall 
with his fingers, Therefore it is faid, thatiin their provdeft- at- 


_ temps, ſtrongeſt ofſaults; deepeſt comnſelr, combinations, and 


aflociations, 


of G Oo D are ofren- 
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' great things, the aAngel of hs is till among them: 
| D 


alfocletions; be langhs then 16 ſcorme,  derides thelr folly; con 
cemns: their fary , lets them ſweat in vaine, uncill their day 


' be come; Pſak ». How birthlelſe in our owne, as other Gene- 


rations have been their ſwelling conceptions ? What then is 
ic thac prevailes upon men to break chrough ſo mavy diſap- 


- poincmencs egainit the Lord, as they doe? Doubtlefſe thay 


of Tſa. 23.9, Surely the Loyd of Hoſts hath a purpoſe to ftaine 
the pride of allglory, to bring into contempt all the bonourable of 
the earth. God giver wp menuntoie, that he may leave no 
earthly glory or honour witbeut pollation or contempt : 


And therefore hath Oppeſition in our dayes, been turned up- 
on ſo many hands, that God might leaveno glory withous 


contempt Yet with this difference , that if the Lord will 
owne them; ke will recover them from their oppofition , as 
bath happened of. late to the ALiniſtry of one, and will happen 
ere long tothe Miniftey of another Nation ;\ when the Lord 
hath aliccle Rtain'd the pride of their glory ; they ſhall bee 
brou home againe by the ſpirae of Judgement and burning : 
but if he owne them { or, they (hall periſh under che oppo 
tion. And when it hath been wheeled about on all ſorts of men, 
the End will be. | | 

Be wiſe now therefore O yee Rulers , be InſtruGed yee that are 
Tudges of the earth , ſirve tbe Lord with feare, and rejozce with 
trembling, Plalm 2. 10, 11. See whence your eLsfiſtance come 
meth; ſee where ye the hils of your ta'varion, and ſay , Aſþur 
ſhall not ſave 18 , we will not ride #pou borſes,” neithey will we ſay 
any more 40 the workes of our bands , yee are our Gods , for in thee 


the fatheleſſe findeth mercy, Hof. 14.3. Itis God alone whois a 
\ Surne and a Shield : bis wayes doe good to the upright in heart. 


Bchold , here is a way to encompaſſe England with a brazen 
wall: let the Rulers ofie walke in right wayes, wich uprighe 
Hearts. Others have beene carefull co preſerve the people to 
them, aad the Cty to them , oh be you careful to preſerve 
your God unto you ; he alone can make you a fenced wall ;; if 
he departs, your wall departs, your ſhade departs. Give me 
leave to infiſt a liedle on One parttcalzr , which T chooſe out a« 
mong many others : When Godeades out his people to.any 


{ee 


X " 5: 
5 ds Lo Wl . 


fi- 


Pw >; , _ IIS, 
CE he 1: RS on __ +» [04.4 <2 
_ Y It 4 ©. *- "= 
M, 7 + 2 


4 . ad ad n 4 þ 4 
yo , = E "> x Th Has ” Y on tt % dS Xp OY ISIS» PR WW 4. tn l . Bm. a _ " 2 IP » 
75c $- pg 4 NES Pts 1 "TY, W_. IS v9 #5 fa, MESSE SE ot DEE to IE Re CRETE Xe. re 5 þ ETC Sg a ang? TRY, q __— NE TS PELIRy yo IN IRIS, 
=” 5 + WE 8 tate EA 5 FM 7 6 AE 4 4 v bo as ant 2 a 6 be ES rag. 0 I 
© HW - — Io _ - « 4 34 y : PUR oo go Kg . 22 _— ” I SN ES he 4 IS oe E ? * L 
- PY FOI e P A . Ed Sw $.* Fi Wo hy; CEL; - , , L247 
” 4 %*4% - > = "= 4% w— I, : > Sh. 4 
. « \ > 0 " as, '” Rb. FR 
- = p 4 $ : s : £ 4 4 - 
b * 4 - 1 > Þ : _ . . 
PP : ' pI <5 oo 4 . Sans. :» . 4 . > - 
.- : 4s ; : L « ">, w 4 _s : 
Y TY _ > — I « *% ” c . oo 
: þ £ . : . 
< . R * : 5 : % - - 
F is g - - * * my ® - « - o, 
- 


o # Eos 8 > "+ w " 
F —_ . os - 
on 5 $$ : wo pn 
” ws = _ - s 
bk. , - F 
__ 
r ” 
. 
ASI 
by 
- 
7 by 
: 


Uſe. 2. 


ſe atlarge Exod. 23.20, 21, 22. The'Angelof the Covmant, 
in oo the name of God , that bath. power of pardon- I 
 Jngor retaining Tranſgreſſions, Jeſus Chriſt ; the Angel thit * 
redcemeth bis ont of all their troubles ,, Gen. 48, 16. hee js in the 
. middeſt of them, and amongſt them 3-And God gives this 
| ſpeciall Caucion if we would have his Aﬀiftance, that weſbonld 
| beware of bim , ar.d obey bim,, and provoke bimnot.: Would you 
then have Gods Aſſiance continued, take heed of provoking 
| the Angel of bis preſence : provoke him not by lighting of bis 
| . wayes, provoke him not by contemning his Ocdinances ; if 
{. See the Ap- you leave him to deale for-himſelfe , he will leave you to ſhift 
| pndix about fo. cur ſelves : whatthough his followers are at ſome diffe- 
3 TeVeration. .nce ( the beſt knowing bur in part ) about the Adminiftrati- 
| on of ſome things in his Kingdome 3 the Ezvioxs one baving 
alio ſown ſome bitter ſeeds of perſecution, ſtrife, envy , and 
contention among them ? whas though ſome poor creatures 
are captivated by Satban, the Pcince of Pride, to a contempt 
of all his Ordinances , whoſe ſoules I hope the Lord will one 
_ day free fromthe ſnare of the Devill? yet I pray give me leave 
- (iris no time to conteſt, or diſpuceit) to beare wienefle in the 
behalfe of my Jafter to this one Truth , that if by your owne 
perſonall praftiſe andobfervance , your ProteQion, Coun- 
renance, Authority, Laws, you doe not aſſert, maintaine, up- 
hold the order of the Goſpel, and Adminiſtration of. the Oc- 
dinances of Chriſt , notwithſtanding the noiſe and clamours 
of Nowell fancies , which like Jonabs gourd have, ſprung up in 
a night , and will wither in a day , you will be forſaken by the 
Angel of Gods preſence , and you wil become an aſtoni/oment 
_ toall the Inhabitants of the Earth : and herein Ido not ſpeak 
as one bzſitating or dubious, but: poſitively aſſert it , as the | 
. known mind of God, and whereof he wil not ſuffer any long to 
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24. iO a F 
z . # HP 


doubt, Pſalm 2. lr. WH | 
Uſe 3. Strengthen the weake bands , and confirme the feeble knees, | 
* _. ſay to tbemtbat areof 4 ſearefull beart , be ſtrong , feare not, be- | 


- bold your God wil come with wengeance , even your God with a re- 
compence , be will come and ſave you, Iſa. 35-344. Lec the moſt 
weak and fearful, the fainting heart, the trembling ſpiric, and © 

. thedoubcing mind know, that full and plenary ſecurity, perfet? 
[ MY | peace 


J 


4 
—_ ; 4 | 
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| peace attends the: uprighr in the wayes of God. You thae are 

_ .in Gods way > \doe Gods worke ,/ and take this cordiall for 
_ all your diſtampers, return not co former provoking wayer, 
. and -hewill make you a ſeoced brazen wall... 7+ 


Ando { cofne to the third thing, which I propoſed to cots. 


fider, the Oppoſition , which men'cleaving to the Lord in all 
| his ways ſhal find, with che ifſge and ſucceſs of it, They ſbal figbe 
againſt thee, but ſball not prevaile. -- i 
- * The words may be conſidered either as a PrediGion depen- 
ding on Gods pizſcience ;-.of what will be , or a Commination 
from his juſt Jadgement, of what ſpallbe . : | 
In the firſt fence the Lord tells the Prophet , from the cor- 
- ruption , apoſtacy , ſtybbarnneſſe of that People what would 
. come #0 paſſe. In the 24, what for theic {ins and provocations, 
by his juſt judgement (bould ome to poſſe. Time will not allow 


me to handle tlie words in both Acceptations : wherefore I 


ſhall cakeup the latter only , viz. that it is a Commination of 
- what F be forthe furcher miſery of that wretched People, 
- they (hall Jadicially be given upto a fighting againſt him... 
' God oftentimes gives up a ſenfull People to afſruitleſſe contention, 
and fighting with-uheir only ſupporters, and meanes of deliverance, 
They ſhall,y8c. . Jeremiab had -labouced wich God for them, 
- and with them for God, that if poſſible peace being made 
are given up to fight againſt bim. 3s 
.  Jcannotnow inſiſt upon particular inſtances , conſul the - 
- Hiftory.of the Church in all Apes, you ſhall find it continually 
upon all occaſions verified.. From the I/-aelices oppoſing AMo- 
ſer, tothe Epbraimites conteſt -with Jephte , the rej:Ring of 
' Samuel, and ſoon to the Kings: of the earth , giving their 
| Powerto the Bzoſt to wage Warre with the Lamb, with the 
 Jababitants of the World combining againſt .che wiineſſes of 
. Chriſt, is this-Afſcrtion held. out. In following fiory, no 
ſooner did any Plague: or Judgement breake out againſt the 
Roman Empire , but inſtantly , Cbriſi:znos ad Leones , their 
fury muſt be ſpent upon them, who. were the onely ſuppor - 
ters cf it from irrecoverable ruine. Now the Lora doth 
this, | , f 
G.- Io To 


- they might bedelivered, 'and to conſummate theic-lins , 1hey 
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" the Gop, the fury of the Lord beturned _ Errogrmm.s if 
© 
"not. When therefore the Lord intends to ay Cities waſt with- 
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heatkened not, becaufe-rhe Lord would flay them z I Sam. 
-'2. 25- When God intends Raize to people, tliey ſhall walk 


in wayez, that tend thereunto:- Now ls their a readier way 
for a man to have a bowſe on his head , then by pulling away 
the Pillars whereby it is ſupported ? If by Afofer Randing In 


the people contend to remove him ,! their deſolacion 


owt Inbabitant, and bonſes without men, to make a Land utterly 
deſolate, the way of its accompliſhment is by making the bearts, 


of ube ip fat, and their eares heavy, and ſhutting their 


eyes that they ſhould not ſee, and: attend to the meanes of their 


' recovery, {ſa. 6, 10, I1. So gathering in bus | peace \and -mercies 
from a provoking people, Fer. 16.15. 


2. To manifeſt his owne power and ſoveraignty in maintain» 
ing a ſmall handfull , ofcimes a few fingle perſons, a 1oſer, 
a Samnel, two Witneſs againſtihe oppoling rage of a hard- 
ned multitude. If thoſe who es bis worke and bufi- 
.- Ne in their ſeverall Generations, ſhould have 'wichall , the 
concurrent obedience and affiſtance of others, whoſe good is 
intended, neither would his =amebe ſo feen, nor his wajer (o 


' honoured, as now, when he beares them up againſtall oppo- 
ficion. Had nor the people of this Land'been given up (many 
_ of them ) to fight againſt the Deliverers of the Nacion , and 


were it not fo with them even at this eime, how darke would 
have been the workings of Providence , "which now by wreft- 
ting through all oppoſition are fo conſpicuous and cleare. 
When then a People, or ary-part of a people, have made 
themſelves uwortby of the good things Intended to be ac- 
compliſhed by the Inſtraments of righteouſnefſe and peace, 
the Lord will b/ow upon their waves, that wich rage and fu- 
ry, they (hall daſh themſelves agaiaſt them , whom he will 
firengthen with the manirion of Rocks ,- not to be prevailed 
againft. So that Gods glory and their owneruine,. lye at the 
bottame of this cloſe working of providence, in giving up a 
frafull People to a fraitleſſe contending, with their owne Delive- 


By 


rers, if cyer they be delivered. 
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© Buris.nora Peoples contending with che Inftrumente, by 


provacation to the eyes of is glory ? Huw then can the Lord 
be {aid co.give them. up anto ic ? | ; 
Avoyding all Sebolaſtioall diſcorſer; a unſuited to the work 
of this day z. I ſhall briefly givein, uato you, how this is a 
ſenfull 1bing, yes fenners given up yato it, withour the leaſt ex- 
teunation of their guile, or colour for charge on the juſtice and 
goodnefle of God. TR 
I: Fhen to give wþ men una a thing in it (elſe finfull, is no 
.morey/ but fo to diſpole and erder things; that, fipxers may 
exerciſe and draw out their: ſrafwull principles, in ſuch a way. 
This thac the Lord doth, the Scriprure is full of examples, and 
page RUPEroos 2- That _ won. oly one of 
Jjrac!, t no wayes Co-partner with che guz/e of. the ſoanes of 
men, will appeate-by obſerving che difference of thee Reel 


nn: Las 
| 8. The Principlegby which they worke, 


| 2. The Rale, by which they proceed. 
3- The4feaner, which they ule. 

- 4+: The Exd pe which they ame. EET 

' Is ThePrinaiple of opecatioa in Gd is his owne Sove- 
raigne will, and good pleaſure. Hee doth what ever bee pleaſetb, 
Pſal. 115.3 He ſaith bis purpoſe ſhall ſtend, and bee will doe 
al by PLEASURE, 1/446. 10. He hath mercy on whons 
* be WILL have merey ,. and mbom bee WI LL be bardneth, 
Rom.. 9. 13. Giving \nd.accornt OF HIS MATTERS, 
Fob 33. 18. This oar Saviour rendereth as the onely Princi- 
ple and reaſon of his hidden operations : O Father ſo ie feem- 
ed good invby. fight, Matth. 11.26, His Soveraignty 1n doing 
whac he will with -his'owne , as the Potter with his clay, Is 
theriſe of his operations; So that what ever he doth, who 
ears ſay wato bim , what deeft thou, Job 9.12. Shall the thing 


formed ſayto bim that farmed it, why baſithow mate mee thus ?. 


. Roms. 9.20. And hencetwo things will follow, 

1. That what be doth, #4 juſt, and righteoxs, for ſo muſt all 
Sis of fupreanze:and abſolute dom.nion be, 
2, That beean be Amber of nothing, but what bath TR 


at 
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whom God worketh amongR chem, and fur chem, a fin and | 


"ings. Thi 'fin bath 'yor. So that though every:aFirn, whee' 

_ + ther good or bad; receives its' ſpecification fromthe work-: 
. Ing of Providence, and to that, is their exiſtence in their: 
x. * (everall kinds, tobe Aſcribed; yet an evill a&iow, in che e- 
+ vitneſſe of it, depends not upon Divine concowrſe and influ-: 


- butenly a diſtinQion of a Swbje@& in reſpeR of its Adjunis 
and Accidents. | | | 
Butnowthe Principle of operation in man, is Natwre vi- 

tiated and corrupted : I ſay Natwre, not that he worketh na-! 
turally, being a free Agent, 'but that theſe faculties, will and w- 
derſtanding , which are the principles of Operation are in 
natwre corrupted , and from chence can nothing flowbut e- 
vill: Anevill eree bringth forth evill frigit «- Men doe not ga-\ 
ther Figs from Thiſtler: -*A-bitter fowntaine ſends not forth ſweet: 
Waters : Who can bring a Cleane thiing out of ans wncleane ? It 
the forntgine be poiſoned, can the fireames be wholeſcme? 
What can you <xpe@& of light and truth from a minde 
b- poſſeſt with vanity and darknefſe 2+ Whar: from a will 
+ averted from the chiefeſt good, and fixe upon preſent appearan- 
'F ces? What from an hearc, che figment of whoſe imagination 
bondyevulre ONS Co 79s TIRE INES 
- 2. Confider the difference in the | Rnle of operation ; Every 
thing that workes hath a* Rule'to worke by , this-is:called a. 


it is a thing onely, Man as it is a' finfull- thing: And how ſo 0 
Why every ones fin is his Aberration from his Rule: of: ope- 
ration or working, - d«apmr0, is aberrare a ſeopo.. To ſin, is, 
not to collime aright at theend propoſed; ! dpepriz &w 5 
*'youis isa moſt exaR definition of its: Trregularity is its forme, 
if ic may be. ſaid co have a Forme? a Piivations forme ,-is 

orbitates from its Rule, thatis fia: Now what is Gods rule 

in operation ?2 His ewne infinite 'wiſe mill alone ; he takes 

neither Motive; rife, nor occafionfor any internall as; from 
. any.thing without himfelfe 3 bee:dorb whar-ever:hee- pleaſetb, 
.Pfal. 115. 3+ He workgib all things according to: 1he connſell of 
EN ba 


>  andbiing init ſoife, for he worker che Fointaine of Be- 


"”ence, for good and evill make not ſundry kinds of Aﬀions,' 


Law. Inthat thing which'ts man i#{infull.3*: God worketh as. - 


deformity.” Locke'then in arly Aion, wherein an Agent ex-- 
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| bigowne will, Epbeſ. 1. 


J AL * 


PA ts + we ge EC ones Lariat: IK of II. Cats eB, Loh "I'S > Iv, 
Pre - " »t, = et "— > 6 / \ , D = 
2 EP nat OE Sion thro 7 RA EAN FS br ig es a > 
_ LIFE A ge EE.e is $05 41 % . Fr Who” £/ —_— E 68a 0p $17 5 by re Bi , 
*; 7 : . 4 47 : Fa vs; + F & = h — WIS - : . 
. 4" da. I. 875 "3" REORR 9 s EOS > om 2 JA, Kc. 45 he 
o . &. =" SD; I 4. O08 k . & - + Y 
E, . -, -— Pa s $24 Ro < as "—_ 
C - > * . FT - I 
Y a - 7-4 A 0. % 
=. 4 a} 3 * > M L = þ- . 
— : : . —- 
- : : F : 


ration, and the Rule of righteouſnefſe unto others : working 


then agreeably to his owne will, which he alwayes muſt doe, 
heis free from the obliquity of any ation. What now is the _ 


Ryle of the Sonnes of -men? Why the revealed will of God ; 


- Revealed things belong to w that we may doe them, Deut. 29.29. 


Gods revealed will js the rule of our walking; our working; 


what ever ſaits not, anſwers not thier, 1s Evil, Sinne is the 


cranſgreſſion of the Law, 1 Jobs 3. 4. Here then comes in the 
deformity, the obliquity, the ataxy of any thing , God workes 
and man worketh ; thoſe Agents, have feverall rules. God 
workes according to his rule, hence the aQion is good, as an 
ARion: Man deviates from his rule , hence ic js ſernfull in re- 
ſpe& of its qualifications and AdjunQs. Man writes faire let- 
ters, Upon a wet paper, and they run all into one blot , not 
che skzl] of the Scribe, bur the defeZ in the Paper is the cauſe 
of the deſormity : hethat makes a /ame Horſe goe, is the cauſe 


of his going, but the defe&in his joynts, is the' cauſe of his . 


going lame : The Szne exhales a fteame from the D#nghib, 
the Sunnels the cauſe of the exhalation, but the Dungbill of 
the unwholeſome ſavour. The firſt cauſe is the proper cauſe 
of a things being, but the ſecond of its being Evill. 

. 3, Conſider the ſeverali operations and alings of God and 


' Man: forinſtance in a rebellious peoples fighting againſt their 


Helpers under him. | E 
Now the Ads.of God herein may be referred to 6x heads. 


1. A continuance of the creatures being and life ; Vpholding 


bim by the word of bis power, Heb, 1.3. When he might cake 
him off in a moment : EMmmuring them with much long ſuffering, 
Rom. 9. 22. When he might cut him off as he did she oppoſers 
of Elijab, with fire from heaven, 2 Kings 1. 12. | 
2. A continuance of power of operation to them, when ho 
could make tbeir bands to wither like Feroboams, when they goe 
about to ſtrike, x Kings 13.4. Oc their hearts, to dye with- 
ja them like Nabs/s, when they intend to be Churliſh, z Sam. 
25-37. but heraileth them'up, or makes. them: to fland,, that 
they may oppoſe, Rom.9 Il. | 
3. Laying before them a I a for #be drawing fe 
| = |. 


£1. That is his owne Law of ope- 
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their corruption wnto' oppoſttiors, gtving'them: fuch Helpers' as 
ſhall in many. things croſſe their luſts, and exaſperate them, 


thereunto ; as Elijab a-man ot a:ftery zeale, for a lukewarme 


Abab. | | 


4. Wiibbilding from th:m that effe@wall grace , by which a» 
loge thathhu mignt boavoided'y a'notaQually keeping them 


fromthat ſ1;; by the mighc of his fpiric and graces that alone 


is ff Ruali grace, which i; aRuall ; be ſuffers them to walke in 
their owne w-y's : | 
Ard this th: Lord may doe, | | 
Firſt, inireſpe&'of chem, Fardivialh; they deferve to befor- 


 ſaken,. Fhab is lefi cofili up rhemeafure of his iniquicier, add 


iniquity 10 iniquity, Pſal. 69. 27. . | 

Secondly, Ia refpe& of him'elfe', by way of Smerargnery , 
doing what he will: with his owne, hardening whom bee w1ll, 
Kom,. 9. 15. | ER | 

5. He poſitively ſends upon their anderſtandings that, which 
the Scripture fets our under the terms of blindneſſe , darke- 
neſſe, folly, deluſion, ſlumber, «ſpirit of giddmeſſe, and rhe like; 
the places are too many to rehearſe. What ſecret aGings in, 
and upon the' minds of men, what diſtarbing of their adviſer, 
what mingling of cortupt aff:Aions with falfe carnall reaſon- 
ings, what givings up tothe power'of darknefſe, in Satan 
the Prince thereof, this jadiciall a dorh containe; I cannot 
iofiſt upon : Lett ſuffice,God will not helpe them, to diſcern, 
yea he will cauſe that they ſpall not diſcerne but hide from 
their eyes the things that concerne-their peace, and ſo give 
them up to contend with their onely Helpers. 


6. Suitably, upon the will and Fffeftions he hath ſeverall 


as; cbfirming the one, in corraption, and giving ap the'0- 
ther to vilenefſ: , Rom. 1.24, 26. Untill the bear: become 


'erroughly hardened, and the conſcience ſeared: Not forcing 


the one, bur leaving ic to follow the Judgement of praicall 
reaſon, which being a blind, yea a blinded guide, whither can 
It iead-a'blind Follower, but into'the ditch? No: defiling the 
other wih infuſed ſenſuality, bur provoking thetn to af accor- 


* ding to inbred , native corcupiion,atid by ſuffering frequent 


vile aingFtoconfirme chem in waye? of vilenefſe, 
-- +.” - Take 
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Take in inſtanceof the wholez God pives Helpers and 


P 


'Deliverers to a finfufl people, becauſe cf their provocationr, 


ſome-oralt of them'ſhall not tafte of the Deliverance;by them 


tobe-procared 3 Wherefore though he ſuſtaines their lives in 


being, whereby they might have opportunity to know his 
minde, and*their owne peace, yet he gives them a fower io 


contend withtheir Helpers, cauſing their helpers to a& fucb 


things, as under conſideration of circumſtances, hall excee- 
dingty provoke theſes finners : Being fo exaſperated and pro- 
vokes; the Lord who is freein all his diſpenſations, refufech 
to make outto them that bealing grace, whereby they might 
bekepr from a finfull oppoſition: Yea being juſtly provoked, 
and reſolved that they ſhall not taſte of the plenty to come, 
he males them */00/3jþ and ziddy in their reafonings and coun- 
ſeis, blinds chem in their #aderſtandings , that they (hall noe 


be ab'e to difcerne plaine andevident things, tending to:theic 


owne good, bat in all thetr wayes , 'thall erre Iike a dranker 
man in bis vamit ; whence that they may not be recovered, 
brcaiife hifi dettroy them, he gives in hardneſle and obfti- 
navy vpn theichearts and fpirics, leaving them to ſuitable af- 
fefinne, tocontend for their owne cuine, 2 

Nov what are the wayes end merbods of finfull mans work- 
ing in {1-{,4.: oppoſition, would be too long for me to declare; 
wha: prijuticerareereRted , what Juſts purſued ,. what cor- 
rupt T::ereſts aQted, and followed ; how {if is honoured, 
what falſe pretences coyned, how God 12 ſleighced, if Iſhono!d 
goe abour co lay open , I muſt looke into ih: Ell] of thele 
times, then which nothing can be more loatnfome and ab- 
hominable : Lex it ſaffice, that finfull ſelfe , {infu'l fts ; fin- 
full prejudices, finfoll blindnefſe. tinfull caraall feares, Jinſull 


corrupt intereſts, finfull fleſbly reaſonings, ſinfull paſſions, and vile : 


affetions doe all concar in fuca a work , arte all woven up to= 
getherin fuch a Web. #2 

4. See tlie diſtance of their aimes, God*s atme is onely the 
manifeſtation of his-owne Glory ( theo which nothing bur 


- himſeife is fo. infinitely good, nothing ſo righteous that -ic 


ſbould be) and this by the way of goodnefſe and ſeverity, 
Rom. 11, 22, Goodneſſe in nents and amercy, preſerving 
4 : | . 2 | P 
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the Oppoſers, that by a fenfull cur- 
up the meaſure of their iniquities, 
bd of che Lord, that they le down in 
F glorious. _— > 

God forbid, thac I ſhould ſpeak this , of all, that for atty 
:ime,or under any temptation may be carryed to an oppoficion 
inany kind, ordegree to the inſtruments ofiGods glory a- 
mongf them: Many for a ſeaſon may doedt,and yet belong 
to God, who (hall be recovered in due time: It is onely 
of men given up, forſaken, oppoling all the Appearances of 
God with his Saints and peoplein all-his wayes, of whom. I 
ſpeak. "2 

Now what are 


vanced : Severity tow 


and receive this at t 


ends of ihis Generation of Fighters a= 


gair:{t this brazen wall., and bow diftant from thoſe of the _ . ; 
'Lords? They conſult to caſt bim downe from bis excellency, whom | 


God will exalt, Pſal gf 4. They thinks not as the Lord, neither doth 


- 


their heart meane fot if #s in their heart to deſtroy and to cut off, 
Iſa. 10. 7. To fatisfic their owne corrupt luſts, ambition, ava= 
rice, revenge, ſuperſtition, contempt of Gods people, becauſe 


his, batred of the yoak of the LORD, fleſdly Intereſts ; e- 


. ven for theſe and ſuch like Engr as theſe , is their under- 


raking. + 
Fhus though there be a conmrrence.ol God and Man in the 
fame thing, yet confidering the diſtance of their Principle, 
Rules, Altings, and Endt ; It is apparent that fan doth fin- 
fuly, whatthe Lord doth judicially ; which being an anſwer 
ro the former ObjeQion, I returne to give in ſome Uſes to 
the Point. 
' Eezt men, conſtant, fincere, upright in the wayes of. God, 
eſpecially in difficult rimes know, what they are to expe& from ' 
many, yea the woſt of the Generation , whoſe good they in- 
tend, and among whom they live ; Oppoſition and fighting 
1s like to be their Lot,. and th;at not onely 3s wil be ſo becauſe 
of mens loſts, corrupiions, prejudices, 2x alfo 3t ſball be.ſo 


from Gods righteuus Judgements againſt aſtubb-1rne people : 
They harden the:r hearts that it may be /o to compaſle theic 
_ ends, and Gcd heardens theic hearts tb9t ir Ball beſo to bring 
| | | ; _ _- about 


Zlory is exceedingly ad- " 


tending there is nothing but the wratHFof man againſt them, 
whom they oppoſe ( which God will-reftraine , or cauſeicr 
to turne-to his praiſe ) but there is the wrath of God againſt 
themſelves, which who can beare ? This then let all expe, 
who engage their hearts to God, and follow the Lambe whi- 
ther ever kegoeth. EOS ES 
Mea walking in the ſyncerity of their bearts are very apt to 
conceive that aſl Sheawes ſhould bow to theirs, that all men 
ſhould cry Grace, Grace, to their proceedings: Why (ſhould 
any oppoſe? 2uid meruere? Alas ? the more apright they 
are, the fitter for the Lord by them to breake a Gainſaying 
people : Let merf keep cloſe to thoſe wayes of God whereto 
proteQion is annexed, and let not their hearts faile them be- 
cauſe of the people of che Land ; the ftorme of their fury wil! 
be like the ploagne of Haile in Egipt, it ſmore onely the Cartel 
chat werein thefield.; thoſe, who upon the word of CH2oſes 
drove them into the houſes, preſerved them alive. If men 
wander in the feild of their owne wayes , of ſelfe. ſeeking, 
oppreſſion , ambition, and the like , doubtleſle che ſtorme - 
will carry them away ; but for t{®ſe, who keep houſe, who 
keep cloſe to the Lord, though it may have much noyſe, ter- o 
rour and dread with it, it ſhall not come nigh them. And if = 
the Lord for cauſes beſt known, known onely ro his inficite | : 
wiſedome, ſhould cake off any Fofiabs in the oppofition,. he - 
will certainly effe& two things by it. 
I, To givethem reſt and peace, | 
2. Further bis cauſe and trath by drawing ont the prayers 
and appeales of the reſidue, and this living they valued abous 
#beir lives» | | £ 
All you then-that are the Lords workmen be alwayes pre _ 
ared for a ftorme:, wonder not, that men ſee not the wayes i 
of the Lord,nor the judgements of cuc God, many are blinded. 
Admire nor; that they will fo endleficly engage them(:lves in- 
to fruitlefle oppoſitions , they are hardened. Bz:no: amiz d, 
that evidenceof truth and righteauſneſſe.will not aff: & hems 
3 i | cy/ 
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chis does Come and'ener into the 
Chambers 'of GOD, and you ſvall:be ſafe 'mntill this while in 
dignation be overpaſt. 30 ot ORF ot FRI TY 
ſpeak of. Allthem, and enely them who'follow the Lord 
 inall hisways witt-upright hearte, and ſingle minds , if the 
Lord will haveyou'to be a Keck and a brazen wall for men 'to 
= | daſh :themſclves againſt , and: to breake in pieces, though 
AI the ſervice be grievous to fleſh and 'blood, yet it is- His , 
whoſe you are, be prepared, the wind blowes, a ſtorme may 
COnIe, 
Uſe. 2. Lec men ſet upon oppoſition make a diligent enquiry , whe- 
| ther there be no handin the bufineſle, burtheir owne ? Whe- 
ther'their counſels be nx kavered with the wrath of God ? 
And their thoughts mixed with a ſpirit of giddineſſe, and 
themſelves carried on to their owne deftruMion? Let me fee 
the oppoſer of the preſent wayes of God, whoupon his oppo=- 
fition 1s made more humble, more ſie: denying, more empty of 
ſalfe-wiſedime, more fervent in fupplycations and waiting up- 
_ on God, then formerly: and I will cercainely blot himoas of 
= theRollof menjudicially hardened. But it therewich, 'men 
-J | become alſo proud, ſelfifh, carnally wiſe, revengefull, fitrious 
A  wponearthly Intereſts, fall, a doubtlelſe Godis depar- 
red, and an evill ſpirit froSche Lord prevaileth on'them. 'O 
E> that men would fooke about thim before it betoo late, fee the 
E... Lorddiſturbing them, before the waves returne upon them; 
8 | know thac they may pull downe 'fome Antickrithat make a 
great fhew of ſupporting the Church , and yet -irideed are 
Pargetied poſts ſupported by'it; the foundation is: on a rea, 
_ thac (ball not be prevailed apairiſt. | 


= Uſe, 3 , Seethe infinite wiſedome and ſoveraigny 'of Almighty God, 
F: -* 'thatis able to bring light out of dackneffe, anti ctocompaſſe 
his owne righteous Judgements by the finfull advifings and :un- 
dercakings of men-Indeed the Lords Soverarpnty and domini- 
on over'the Creature doth not in any thing more exale it if, 
then in working in all the Reſonings, debates, conſulcations 
of men, to bring about his owne counſe's through their free 
workings. That men ſhould uſe, improve their wiſetlome, free- 
- dome, choyee, yea luſtr, nat once thinking! of God ,. 2g 
OR | " "tha 
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- thatwhiledoe hivworkemore tlien their owne': Thisis the: 
Lerd#doinganditis'marvellousin our eyes, —- © 
Ofthelaft part of my: Texe T ſhall not ſpeak arall, neither 
indeed; did'T intend: We 


Pans —_—v_©_—— —_ th —_— _— 


OF TOLERATION: 


And the Daty of the Magjſtrate, 
 4dbout RELI TION: Fo 


REES HE Tio are buſi, and we muftbe breife, 
PSA ' Prefacer for the moſt part are at all times: 
NA medleſſe, in theſe, troubl:ſome. Min”. ſhall og- 
SIR Ty be, that £vw aexioy x) mW, without 
Sen ether Preface or Paſſion, 1 willffall co-the: 
=37 SY bulineſſeio hand. The 1hing- abour whie| 
+ amto deale, is commonly J-alled' Toleration: 
3n Religion, or Toleration of ſeverall Religionr. The way wher- 
in I ſhall proceed, is norby contef! , thereby to give occalion” - 
forthe reciprocation ofa Saw of debate wi h any, bat by che © | 
laying douwneof ſuch poſitive obſervations, as beins cicter nog: 
opprebendtd, or not rightly zmproves, by the moſt, yer Iyeat 
the botcome of- the whole difference betw:ene men avout ehig 
baſinefſe, and tend in themfelves to give light unto arighte= 
ous and equitable determination ofthe mit1e:thing contended 
abont : And laftly herein, for mzrbod, I (hall ficits conlider 
the grounds upon _which that N "I toleration whereunto I Ty” 
cannot conſerit, Hath been and is Rift indervoured © be fupe 
ported; which I ſhall be neceſſitated co remove, ard thenin 
order affert che poſi:ive Tr#th, as to the f:1bſtance of the bult-. 
nefſe under conteſt : all inthele enſuing obſervations. 
1. Alchough the expreſſions of Toler ztivn', anÞFNon tolerae | 
tjon wherewith the thingin controverfic is veſted, doe freme 
<OW. | | TR > 
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firmatiay. And therefore it ſufficech not men to ſay, That rbey 
bave conſulted the minde of God , and cannot finde that hee ever 
ſpaketo any of bis Saints or people to eftabliſh a Toleration of er- 


ced in thelate Teltim ny of the Reverend and learned Aﬀem- 
bly of the Church of Sco:land.:. 4 firmative precepts muſt be 
produced, for a zen Toleration,that is the puniſhing of erring 
perſons. For attings, of ſuch high concernment, men doe 
generally deſire a better warrant then this, There is nothing in 
the Word againſt them: Cleare light is needtull for men , who 
walkein p:tbs, which lead direQly co houſes of Blood, God 
hath not ſpoken of Nn-Toleration, is a certaine-rule of For- 
.bearazce. But God hath rot ſpoken of Toleration, is no ruleof 
aTing in oppoſition thereunto. ( What he hath ſpoken one 
way Or other, ſhall be afterwards conſidered. ) Poſitive aGings 
mult have poſeezve precepts,” and rules for them, as conſeience is 


- 118 Owneguide. If then you will have perſons deviating in their 


apprehenfions from the truth of the Goſpell, civilly paniſbed, 
you muſt bring better werrant then this, that God hath no 
poken againſt it, or I ſall not walke #n your wajes, but refraine 


my ſoot from your path. 


- 2: Thatundoubtedly there are very many things under 
the commendof the Lord, ſo becomming our dwty,. and with- 
in his promiſe, ſo made our priziledge , which yer if not per- 
Formed, or not enjzyed, arenot of bumane cognizance, as faith 
it (elfe, Yet becauſe the knowledge of the Truth is in that rank 
of things, this alſois urged as of weight, by the ſame learned 
perſons, to the buſinefle in hand.” | 
... 3» Erroxrs, though never (o impious, are yet diſtinguiſhed 
from Peace-diſturbing enormities. If Opinions in their owne - 
nature tend to the diſturbanice of the publike peace, either that 


onely. fach as by a diſorderly Erption rervertthe 

| licks quiet and fociety, Yea none but ſuch; fall 

under. amen Cognizancs The warranc of exetcifing_vin- 
gt men, 4s, from che. reference. of-Q 


k lis puniri ublice in 
the debr, Bonum t0rins _ is che Creditour 


llowed, as co the Offences againft the 
theni ther own Nature Crorom 


Mbable,. O not this be mea Ce by Bw 
WE. conſequences, no. lg te: chen ohis other wm Lec the Evi- 
pig be ey theghings them(clyes, and AGum eſt, ler who will 


caongſt us,:cango0. apon our 
ANCE. : _Tebeing a owns and edved 
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from 
tation under the Old ' (roi po again wy, Ide- 
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If any ſhall ſay-that Blaſpbenyis of a Larger extent, and 
more generall acceptation in the Scriptare., I ſhall not deny 
with violent death, was comprehenfive of any, inferiozr crime, 
I ſuppole cannot be proved. However, Blaſphewyin the Scrip- 
ture is never taken in any place that I can remember, for-a 
mans, mainiaining his owne Arrer , bus for his reviling and 
ſeating evill of the Tr«b which: he. receiveth not, and fo 
Pau! before his converſion was a Bloſphemer...., . 
Now if men co whom forbearance 18 indu 


iged in by-paths of 
cheir 2h 13 mo make it their worke to ere on the better 
wayes of truth, it is to me yery. qaeftionable whether they do 
rocatknd aaeoft that prine cocoons Ro the rite 
vation of bumgne ſociety, . ©nod t#hi fieri. non wit, olters ne fe- 
ceris 3 and forſuch, I will be no Advocate. ... 

Neither can indeed the. Law of Blaſpheny, be impartially 
urged by us in any caſe of. Herefie whazſoever, For, 

1. The pena!f SanJim: of the Laweaof God are! 


Land efteeined of Adorgll exliey and porperaally indi 


lent death of Stealers, ET en 

2. The BJaſpbemer by that Law was not allowed his Clergy. 
Dye be muſt without mercy, no roome being left. for the inter- 
yentioa of Repent ance, as tq the removal! o his zemporall pu- 
nifhment. ' When once.the, F3tneſſes.Garments werexent, he 
was Anatbemsa : Bat in caſe-of any Hereſie, repentance, yea 
Recantation is a ſure Antidote ( atIeaft for once, (o it is among 

*".\ FE £ oF * 


enſable; | 
I the vio- 


the Papiſts ) againſt all corporallſufferinge.” .._ 


' 6. Neithiet daththarplace in Zachory, Ebap! x3: v. 3." con- 
cerning the ring tbrowgh of the falle Propber, more proveor 
approve of 1he puniſhment of death to. be- inflicted for miſep- 
prebenſions in. the matters of Religion .Cand if jr proves not 


_thatz it proveth nochivg, for fangs ther in 
SE; FR a 


| | hing expreſſed, and 
certainely if proofer be.taken from the Lifts? *he Leger. wu 
be obeyed,or we force the Word to ſerve our Fhpotbifis)then 
that place of Fob. 10. He that entereth nos ly the dere # 5 thidf 
and. a robber 3-which- Belarmize fixongly urgeth to this very 
S | _ 
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j becauſe Thain _ — are ce 
righteouſy: - Bell. lib, de Lajcis, cap. 21. If ſuch deduSions x may 
be allowed it will be eafie to prove 5 quidlber, ex quoliber, at 
ans” 0A ER ESSES: 

Habs 2 Leerer be arg — ak Gals of the Letter azit "BS 
ca 2 indeed the fign _ ſenſe of ſuch places is 1be proper literall «- Sno, "y 
Joſs f 908 let that ſenſe alone be Nope to: Lec Parents __ FOR. 


pernicious, or in Tow of lefſe concernment 3 The ha Liſcel 4 £3 cab 
of none of our diftinQions ; be they convinced or not convin- To -K as: 


009; = nee ar not obſinar all is Fred ſo ir muſt Pt back The. de inter- 
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tuall cenſures. under the SE jvc ofchs Chen Tet vers and Pc ict — 
en and SW of their folly; leg £91 7 
the late Annot-of the Bible.: - - 

7. From. he allertingof che che 2uthorit ty, and deſeription of 
the duty ofthe t ow m.13. the Argum.ntiis very can 
fieg. thati is pr » forthe Gprediog by ex'ernall force, of 
err ofiioue \perſons; : "The P ara/ogiſme is lo ſoule and. : .notorioue, 
in this arguing, bee is to ſuppreſſe evill deeds , Herefie #s aneyill 
deed,tberefore that alſo, cthatit needs no-confutation, That he 
is $0 puniſh all evill deeds was never yet affirmed, Unbiliefe is 
a worke of. the, fleſh; ſo is Covering: one the root ſine, a- 
gainſt. the foſft the other agalah, che. by. feage Table; Netin 


- 6d Tran both exempted from the. fre Cognizance 


bs JuriſdiQion. The evil. deert double for whole tecrour _ 


aud, paniſbmeet he is appointed, ace fuch as by their deeds 
Spe oO bumoane Sorkey, the PRlenes and. proceQion vher- 


of, 


- Ez L 
- 


- {8 


| Ereoart, the deprayaciony df tend arti hk 
yer Seen j 


ht cbs from thi plc, a5to the matter ini hand, very 
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3. The caſe / the Seduerr, foi Dewut. 13. is _ 
mG6re ftitw of reaſon then any of the others;-t6 hogs wa 


* Hand; bur yet the extreame diſcrepancies between the proofe, 


and he thing intended to be* proved , make any: Hrgumenta- 


Feate, 

x. The Perfon here fpoken of, ; roars Tidreellare Re 
vation from Heaven : he pretends Dreamer , and gives ſighs 
and wonders, v. 1. and fo exemprs his from lar 


all : Hereticks forthe moſt part, to be the 
ad Breray Aro acknowledged of all ;; LS 


 retl Eaibuſoſtrexcepred. * © 


2+ His bufineſſe is, to Entice from theworſbip 'of Fehivsh, 
noel reſpeQ of the — the ey v5. #7 Herericks 
preceng the feare'of that 

. The accepting ar ontloſ Fdolt- bil God: in 
M1: is the perſwaded to, v. 2, ( and thoſe iwere onely 
Scocks and Stones) and this in oppoſition to Febovab, who 
had revealed himſelfe by Moſer. Herericks, worthip him, owne 
him, and abhorre all 15wghtr of turning wi bro follow- 
ing afcer him , ' according to'their * Erronious enfions. 
Manichees, Marcionites, V alentinians, and ſack ike names of 
Tnfidels, IT reckon not among Hereticks , neither will eheje 
Brainfick Pagani(Þ follies , be poſſibly compretended” under 
that definition of Herefte- which: is now generally received. 
Mabumetans are farre more rigutly: reattmed Herts, thei 


{. This Sedacer was to dye wichot { merey * Ap! Apfeonrth 
obſerves from the Rabbiner , that this Offender alone; had 
_ laid to catch him ; and\were'ke but once reyrid '© 
e bis ſedation, tho hrs wc lo ectetly, tz. thete was'fhid 
Exp zon of his tranfgreffion, wi | + bik 
nbw this place is urged for all dairy of Meri a6 nth 
ment whatſoever. ( Now where God requires bod.” Iyic at- 
Jowed to mat!, tO Conmwre atan aſertour Rye?) der 


theſe, i | t00apparer ent. - 


5s 'Obftneg ther comifion,Jeriulengygre which are now 
lekd.lowmnsy as \the antacid weights that tarne the Scale on the = 
Sn Setarisy,; ave here. not once mentioned , nor by any a 

chiag in chenkefi inimatad. If ha havedore ig, . yea buy, ance, " 
openly, or frartkly,whecher hehave been.co of the fig- 
falnefſe of icy. 6 br ne ,be-he phſinare or atherwile,; it is not 
g. dye he muſt, ae if he hadcommit Monde, 
-orthe likes nlable dearh-procuring crime. If the puniſh 
.mernid then ntegPackonabe wed from chis;place,-all co 
fiderationoftheir Caution, bſtineg,Pertinag, ouſt be lajd 
_ aficle * the Text allows: ne. more Plea in chis;bufineſle, 
then our Low doth ifyche caſe of wilfull Murder. 

6. ' Repentance and Recawtation will in the (adgamene of all, 
reptieve an eridug; perſon from any fentence.of any puni/oment. 
-©O fhever 3 'and-mavy reaſons may vegivens why 
they thauld-foidoe. Here is.no\fuch allowance. Repeut.or nor 
repent; —_ or not:neeait, he bath no Gaaritice of Expiation | 
provided for lim, dyche-maſt. 

7. This Log colightesthe $9nFion of the third Comman- 
-deiment as the whole was a Rule of che Jewiſp politic inthe 
Land of _ This amongſt us is generally conceived not 
3 8 :: 
| 8; Theforniall- reaſon ofthis Lewby ſome inſiſted on, be- = 
#anſebe ſought to terme-d matt from Jebovab : | _ 
_ I: bs of forceonelyinthis caſe of the objet? whereunto | 
daffionitends3 wiz. ſtrange gods, and no gther.. 

2. Turning frem Jebeveb reſpe&s not any manner of back «i 
flyding in refpe&of the way of worhip, but a falling away : 
In from him the obje& of worſhip. 
= "oo no and many other diſcrepancies hinder- 

tngehe Caſes: from running paraltiell, I; profeile for + 
-my-patt, I a fee how any ſuch evident HleduRions £an = 
: tartan; from hence, as to be made.a : emp ech of : 5Y 
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' maybe allowed "1 
Nec and deduced by 4 equly 
tnhand, That kerpardes declare. © TRY 


© briefly diſcufſed, { proceed in the nexc place to fuch other ge- 


confidered,with reſpeR either unto Civil or Spiritual 


_ on that hand is plaine and evident. Certainely ibis way, no 


tions, to-an oppoſition unto every Error; -An.c tion-to 
"Let them according as they are called'or opportuned , dif- 


once delivered unto the Saints : Ecring Perſons are uſually 
(Bono animo, ſayes Salvian) very tealows to propagate their 
- falſe conceptions ; and (hall the Children of Truth be back- 


Malay, there is no danger of che application. And this is nor 
_ denyed by any, He that ſubmics himſelfe:co any Church ſocie- 


n that Church in all ics Cound, Volenti non fit -injurio. 
"Error is offenfive,” and muſt be proceeded againſt. Examples 
and cat of this, abound in the aller The blood of 


ace; | 


relgirandproporiontothab | Got: | 


The firmme of whar is uſually drawne ow from boy Wri ”, 
againſt ſach a forbearance, as I ſuppoſe may be afſerted , and 


for the puniſhing Hereticks with C Copital wes being 


werall obſeryarionr, as mayorve to the further clearing of the 
bafinefſe in hand, and they are theſe that follow. 
I. The forbearance of, or oppoſition no Errors, ma rs fon be 
ture. For the Latter, it is eicher-Perſonzl or Eolkftea, py 
y focalled. Perſmall forbearance of Errors in a ſpi eiewal? 


ſeg is a Moral Toleration or" approbation' of them. FS alſo 
is Ecelefiafticall The Farrant for: proceedance -3gainſt them, 


Error is to be forborne. All perſons who have any Intereſt 
and ſhare in Tywtb, are obliged in their ſeverall wayes and fta- 


be carryed on by Goſpel Aedinmr , and fpiritua'l weapons. 
prove them from the Word, Contending earnefily for the faith 


ward in her defence. Precepts unto this as a d ty, commendations 
fit, inconragements unto it,are very frequent in the Gopſel-A- 
like is this duty incumbent on all Churches walkicg to the ru'e. 
The fp'rituall Sword of Diſcipline, may be lawfully ſheathed 
n © the blood of Herefies. No foirituall Remedy , can betoo 
arpe fora ſpirituall diſeaſe. When the Care js ſuited to the 


, dots it ea lege, of being obedienc to the Authority of Chriſt; 
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warranto granted ther, againſt theic ( as co the particulars 
In debate ) Ortbodgx layers, who did it to promote the ſer- 
vice of God. Let them not fear an efter reckoning, who uſe the 
, Diſcipline of Chrift, according to his appointmenr, 

This being conſidered, the occaſion of a moſt frequens Pa-. 
ralogiſme is removed. If errours muſt be tolerated, lay ſome, 
then men may doe. what they pleaſe, without controll? No 
meanes it ſeems muſt be uſed co reclaime them ? But | is Gof- 
pel Convitien no meanes ? Hath the Sword of Diſcipline no 
edge?. Is there no meanes of inſtruQion in the New Teſtament 
eſtabliſhed, buta Prifon and a Halter ? Are the Hammer of 
the Word, and the Sword of the Spiric, which in days of Old, 
broke the ſtabbornneſt Mountaines , and overcame the preu- 
deft Nations, now quite uſeleſſe ? God forbid. Were the 
. Churches of. Chrift, eſtabliſhed according to his eppointment, 
and the profeſſors of the Truth, ſo knit up in the wnity of the 
Spirit and bond of peace, asthey ought to be, and were in the 
Primitive times; 1 am. perſwaded. thoſe deſpiſed. Inſtruments | 

would-quickly make the proudeſt Hereticke ro tremble, When '  - 
the Churches walked in ſweet Communion, giving each other | 
continuall gccowrr of their affairer, and warning each other 
of all, orany ſuch perſons, as either in praQice, or doQtrine, 
walked not with a right foot ( as we have examples in Clem. 
Epiſt. ad Gorinth, the Churches of Vienna and Lyons,. to thole 
of Afia : Euſeb. of Ignatius to ſeverall-perſons and Charcher, 1 
of Ireneus to Vier. Euſeb. Dyonifius to Stepben,, ibid, and | <4 
the like) Hereticks found ſuch cold. entertaioment, as made 4 
them aſpamed if not weary of their choſe wanderings z-bur 
this is not my freſent bufineſle. | ve 
'  $. There isan oppoſ#:ion, or forbeaxance, in reference toa oi- 
vill Judicature,. and proceedence of things, which reſpeRes 
Brrors, in a Reall ſenſe, as tothe infli&ing, or not inflifting 
proriſhment, on Religious Delinquents. And this is the ſole thing 


under debate, vis. 


Whether Perſons enjoying civil Autbority, over otbers , being 
inttuſted therewithall, according to the Conſtiqwiions of the place . 
and Nation where the lot of them Exe by Providence # fallen, - £ 


are 


*” 
 — 


Ke 


3 


eo invefitd with protr from ab 


 bange, or burnt, fuch of thoſt perſons wndtv thei JuriſaiHion , ar 
ſhall 64 embrao?, profeſſe, bekeeve, and prattice, that Trarh and 


waz. of worſbip, which wreveak# unto them of Grdor bow far, into 


what degrerr,by what means in any of theſe wayer,nay they proceed. 

"The ned propofidons and aeare ith penal 
Laipes of God, which were before laid downe, have, as I fup- 
poſe, left this buſinefſe to'a naked debate from the word: of 


eruth', 'without any fuch prejudices on eſther part, asmany 


take fron a miſepprebenſion of the mind of God ini them ; and 
therefore By the Readers patience, I'fhatl venture upon the 
whote anew, as if no ſuch arguments had ever been propoſed, 
fot the sffirmatize of thie Queſtion ini hand, hot dectioing the 
artmoft 'weigh?, rHat is in any of theni,, according to equity 
and dot proportion. And here firſt Iſhall'gtvetn a few thingy. 
1. Fo the ©weſtion it ſelfe. ET A Stade 
4. Tothe Manner of handlingit.— 

' 7. Tothe ®zeſtion it ſelfe, for ere, Fappolh, 
T7. That the Perfors enjoying Aibority, doe alfo enjoy the 
#47, which is.to tlie yt xt the Affirmative. | 
2 Thit their Power ii cviffthings is joft and utiqueſtiona- 


- 


ble, whiich alfo Jooſes favourably on that fide. 

3. That Nox: foleration makes ouriit felfe in'poſitive infli- 
Mon of proniſhment, which # ſo, ori nocbing, Cafting men 
Gut of. protetZ;on, expoſing.themto valgar violence, is confeftly 
ynworthy of men epreCartog fe authvricy of God,and con- 
trary to the whok end of their truſt, | ; 
' 2. FotHemannerof handling. this Queſtion among per- 
ſons at rarhatigs ; and here, I catinot but obſerve 

1, Thatif Thave'taken my aime ariphe , there is no one 
#5727 under debate amongſt Chriſliahs , that is agitated with 
more cozifiderice and mutuall animoficy of thie Parties Litiganc 


Each charging other with dieadfoll inferences , fireames of 


bload, and diſhonour toGod, flowingout frongtheir ſeversll 

per Frallaps, $6 that offtimes, ih Read of. a faire diſpnte, you 

meet on this fabJeAt wit a? 

R elrgion were utterly contaminated and trampled —— 
i 
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if -both theſe contradifory affer 
-ſceing that iniafelfe, it ina thing wherein'the Goſpel is excred - 
ingly ſparing, if not altogetber filent, certainely there muſt 
'bea'fucther Totereſtythen of Judgeniene alone,or elle that, ve- 
ry mich prejndicated wich corrupt affeions, or men could nor 


polbbiy be carryed ont with fo much violence, upon ſuppoſed 
ſeife* created comiequences, wherwith in this cauſe they urge one 
another. '' 1 1 | 7: 5 no | 

2: That generally, thus much.of private Intereſt appeares 
in the ſeverall conteſters (has No atics is the Opinion of 


the any;and thefeenoyting the comter arcs of Authority: Toe 
kration ofthe Opprefled, who alwayes goe under the Name 
ofthe faG ion or feZions, theunavoidable Lavery of the ſmaller 
number profeſling' s way of wonſbip by themſelves, beiitrighe * 
or wrong. I doe notdefice to lay ſorth the uſuall department, 
of med, feeking the ſuppreſling of ochers differing from them, 
towards thoſein Authority. It is bac too clearely made out, by 
dayly experiehce : If they cloſe with'them , they ave Caſtodes 
xirixſque Tabals:, the Qhurches Nurſing Fatbers/, -&x.. whar 
they pleaſe. Bat if they draw back for wand. of Jighs ior 11h 
to ſervethem., Logger and Storks find nor work cnternine- 
ment from Erle chen they from ſome of.theas; Such-things 
as theſe, may, ( nay gt co.) be efpecially heeded:;by every 
one , that -knowes whit Sufkvence :corrups affeftions ſhave 
upon the judgiments of men , and. would willingly take the 
Paine? to wipe his Ejer forthe — of the truth. | 
| Theſfethings premitſed, I affere, That - -. 
Non-Toleration in the Latitude, which isfor-Perſoizr it: Hiye 
thoriry, enjoying the truch (or ſuppoting: they doe enjoy tt 
' to puniſhin an Arbitrary way, i( according to what they 
conceive to be condigne.) men , who will not forſake their 
ewne convitions, about any head , ortheads, of Cheiftian 
Religion wharſoever:; ro-Joyme with: what they hold or, 
either for beliefe or worſhip { after the afing of ſach wayes of 
perſwafion as they {hall thinke fit) is no way wirrazvdin 
the Goſpel, nor can any /oxrd proofe for ſuch a courſe be ta- 
'  kenifromthe Old Teſtament. | 4 Þ: 
The Teftimonies oen-of the Law an I can qn_ to 
| 2 ave 
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have any colour or appear ance of ftrengih in them, with the ex- 
emples approved of God, that ſeem to look this way : Iconfi- 
c_ at or vole" IIS: my _ p 
peake of puniſhing in an Arbitrary way inflances 
produced co the purpoſe in hand, that ſpealt of any prniſbment, 
mention nothing under des:b is ſelfe ; which yer ( atleaft in 
the firſt place) 1s not aymed at by thoſe thatuſe-them in our 
dayes as I ſuppoſe. Now ſome Divines of no ſmall Name, 
maintain, that God ha 
in any Meaſure, to thewNFof men. : 
Some Argamen:s for the proofe of the former Afﬀertion as 
layd downe, I ſhall in due place make uſe of; for the pre- 
ſent,l defire to commend to the ſerious pondering of all Chri- 
ſtiang ipgenerall, eſpecially of boſe in Authority, theſe enſu- 
gonliderations. 
>. That ic is no priviledge of truth, to furniſh it's Aſſertors, 
with this perſwafion, that the Diſſenters from it, ought forcea= 
bly to be oppoſed, reftrained, puniſhed : No falſe Religion ever 
yetin the World, did enthroneir ſelfe in the minds of men, 
; enjoyniog a civi/l ſoveraignty over the perſons of others, bur it 
therewithall commanded them', under paine of =egle# and 
conteript of ic ſelfe, to.cruſh any aderling worſhip, that would 
perke up in inferiour conſciences. © - ” | 
; The old Heathens carryed their Gods into the Warre ( as 
did the Philiſlims, x Cbron. 14. 12. andthe Ifraelites the Arke 
with Heatheniſh ſuperſtition , 3 Sam. 4. 3.) to whom they 
aſcribed the ſucceſſe they obtained, and in requitall of their 
kindnefſe, chey forced the dunghill Deities of thecopquered 
Natione,to attend thetryumph of their Vi&orious Idols ; and 
'unlefſe they adopted them 'into the number of their owne 
Gods, all further worſhip to them was forbidden. Hence © 
were theſe inventions among the old Romans, by ſpells and 
 Enchantments to entiſe away a Deity from any City they be- 
fieged, ( they being as expert at the getting of a Devill , as 
Tebias's Ropbael, or the preſent Romaniſts at his fumigation ) 
. by which means they hrived iato the honor of having 30000 
unconquered Idols ( as Varro in Auguſtine de civis. Dei. ) 
and delſeryed worthily, chat change of their Cities owe; 
7 | rom 
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t left the impoſition of puniſhment - $ 


clare this thing. TE EOL 
- Now notto ſpeak of Caine, who ſeems to me, to have layd 


into the Churches Ortbodoxizs, by the name of Hereticidinm, 
we find the four famous Empires of the World to have drunke 
in chis perſwoſcon to the utmoſt , of ſupprefling ali. by force 
- and vielence,. that conſented not co them, in their way of 
worlhip. . - oy | 
| 54.97 SO the Crowne of the golden Head , ſets up a 
Fernace with an Image, and a Negative anſwer to that ©nery, 
doe you not ferve my Gods, nor worſhip my Image? feryed to 
£# tocaſt the ſervants of the /iving God, into tbe midgeſt of the 
re, Dan. 3. 
# Daniel's caſting into the Lyous Den, Chap. 6.' ſhews that the 
Perſian Silver breſt and armes', did not want Iron hands, to 
cruſh or breake the Opptſers of, or diſſeuters from their Re! = 
giows Edie. S | 
And though we find not meh, of the ſbort-lived founder of 
the GreeianDominion, yet what was the praftice of the Bren- 
ches of that Empire, eſpecially in the Syria» and Egiptian 
ſprouts,the three Books of the achabees, Foſephws and other: , 
do abundantly manifeft. Wen 
For the Romans, though their Judgement and pradtice, 
( which fully and wholly, are given cv:r from the Dragon to 
the Beaftand falfe Prophet ) be written in the blood of 1bou- 

' ſands of Chriſtians, and fo not'to be queſtioned, yet thar it 
may appear, that weare not the onely men in this-Generation, 
that this wiſedome of puniſhing diſſenters was not born: with 

ar, I ſhall briefly give in, what grennds they proceeded on, and 


Fiſt, 


the motives they had to proceed ax they did, © * 


"of Ms 


2 4687-3 
i." Wh F 


 formull Liay co thispurpoſein Tertulien, Ape!;cop. 5. though 


| ſtrange Deities, wnleſſe they be publiquely owned and enro 
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| /\ be 
Vir, then { fem-n Low, thivnovrdiginng ware | 
ovee, al 2ftabiſhwent of the Sariate, dention. 1s. made of þ 


now wefind it not. | Theyfoundetion of it was doubclefle inchas | 
of the twelve Tables : Sepuretimneme ibabefit Deorg nene 1oves,, 
fed 'ne Adnenar nift publice :ofeitos privatim colunto. Let none 
have Gotls to bimſelfe ,  weitber let any privately waſp new 0or 

enrolled. And 
thu it was their prafiſe- and' in the roſes of the wiſeſt a» 
mongſt'them, appeares in 'that advice giveri by /fzcengs to 
Auguſte kn Dio Caffins + T3 uis Seloy, TxhTH mums durhs Ty 
vis x7! ol Tanert, 3} T45 ance TURF avagayts. Tos N' Eooj- 
Perris 4 eu u7?, 6 prices x; dale , pil gubroy T9 260v Wrong, dy 
x7 eeomous bud" ans &f m9 aompitens , an In xue' medu- 
ao 61" maid rut aITUSPEIITES 770ANGs Everio d MoCo, wb 
Tis x} aayecicr x ovneris, inuplas 73 yiyhoie, winy was 
worapyin oper. Worſbip ( Gaith he) the divine power thy 
:ſelft, according to the conſtitutions of thy Comuntrey , alwayes and 
at all times, and compell otbers ſo to honeurt ; not onely for the 
'Gods ſake , tohom yes wheſo contenmetb , bee will never dos any 


| bonourable thing , but becauſe , theſe (not ſo worſhipping ) 


introducing new Deities, doe perſwade.many to tranſgreſſe ( or to 
change affaires ) whence are conjur ations, ſeditions, private ſocit- 
tiers things no'way conducing to. Momarchies. 

- - Hence dovbtlefſe was that oppoſition, which Paul met with- 
all in diverſe -of the Romans Farriccrie 3 thus at Fibers, 


, ( thoughasl ſappoſe they enjoyed th re. ; their owns Ltts 


and Cuſtomer, very ſuitable as ic ſhould ſeem to thofe'bf the 
Romans ) preaching Jeſus, he was accuſed tobe a ferter forth 
of ſtrange Gods, As 14. for although as Strabs obſerveth of 
the Athenians, that publiquely by the Authority ef the 2fa- 
giſtrates, Towa' Tor Zoniy lea's meg iarn, they received mar 
wp things of forreigne worſbips , yet that none might attempr 
any ſuch things of themſelves; is notorious from the cafe of 
Soerates., who as Laertius witneſſath , was condemned , 2s 
eve w'y yotiCer Subs 0 0620's ov rouiGorra, tres fs nga? Supiyre ti- 

SENY ; wy, 


%s # 
of © 


 WYGOO, ' re-Br Hog BC nc: Thoſe 17 Be Gods, whem the Cizy 

| —_— fo' to be, but browht in certaine new Deities. Hence I ſay 
Was Pan lr oppofition; att bis haling co Afars b'Þ: Wichous 

doubratfo, chipwuarke :bttome of that ſtirre and trouble he 

niet withall &6out” PB31ipp5. It ie trucy private Interei lay in the 
bottorte wich che chiefe* Oppoſe but this Legali Conſtitetion 
was that which was plaufibly' pretended. As 16.21. They 
reach' cuſtomes, which ave not Lawfull for: us to receive, neither to 
obſerve being Romans, 5x dex Papaivis, it is nov lawfall for 
tis Evol eb votive He Religion they holdour's. becauſe. Sr2- 
mes are made arifonglt os agiinft- alt Religions wo:ſpip nor 
allowed by publique Authoricy. Lee Caloi#'s ſhort Annota- 
cioh on that place:be feen. Gabiv's refufing to. jadge between 
Fewer ( as he chodgly') In's Jewiſb controverfic', i2no im: 
prathmient of "eBifs trath'; - Frad'® Bren” abour any Roms efta- 
Pl Tietit, fie would quickly have interpoſed. Now this 

Law amvngft livnt was doubtlefſe , Fandi Chriſtians Cala- 
mitas, © | : 

This then in the fri place was Enatted , that no worſbip 
A CET, no Lene rciſed, but what received 
Ff84b3BfBment and' Approbation from them,] who foppoled 
theinfelves, to be imroſted' with Authority over men tn [ach 
things. And chis power of the D-ago# was given over to the 
Beaft and'falle Pripher. The Ani-chriſtio: power, fucceediag 
into the room of tie Pagavifh, the: Pope arid CG mncle of the 
Emperours yd Senate; it was quickly confirmed that none 
fhould be ſaffered co live ## pracey who received not hismwmrke - 
and'name, Revel. 13. 16, 17. Whettato for my part, I can- 
no4 bar referce, very many of choſe following Imperiall Con- 
fitntions, which were made at firft-agzinſt the oppoſers of the . 
Churchies Ortbogoxifme, but were turaed againſt the witneſſe | 
of Jeſus in the cloſe. 9 ONES 

2. This b:ing done, they held out the Reaſons of this Eſtz» 
bliſhmerit. I'(hall touch only oze , or two, of them, which 


are ſtill common to them} who walke in the-fime paths'wich _ 


Now the firſt was, that Toleratibn of ſandy waysof worſbip, - 
and ſeverall Religions tends'to the diftarbance of the — 
| FediiDs 
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wealth, and chat civill Society , which «wr under the fame 

Governmeat doe, and onghe to enjoy. So Cicero tels us, Lib. 

' 2. de legibus : Suos Deos, aut navorgaut altenigenas coli, confufio= 
-nem bab:t, excl brings in confuſion of Religion, and civill So- 
ciety. The ſame is clearly held our; in that Counſell of Me- . 
cends to Auguſtus before meationed. They ( faith he ). who in- 
zroduce gew Deities, draw many into Innovations , whence are 
Conſpiracies, Seditions, Conventicles, no way profitable for the 
Common wealth, | 

Their other maine Reaſon was,that hereby the Gods ,gwhom 
they owned and worſhipped, were diſhsnowred and provoked 
70 plague them. That this was continually in cheir mouths 
and clamours, all the AG: at the (laying of the Afariyrs, the 
Reſcripts of Emperours, the Apologies of the Chriftians, as 
Tertullian, Juſtine Martyr, Arnobius, Minutins Felix, doe a- 

' bundantly reftifie. All zrowble was ſtill aſcribed to their Im-. 
piety, upon the ficft breaking outof any judgment, as though 
the cauſe of ic had been the Toleration of Chriftians , pre- 
ſently the valgar try was, Chriſtianor ad Leones. Now that 
thoſe cauſes and reaſorr, have been traduced to all thoſe, '\who 
have fince ated che ſame things , eſpecially. to the Emperowrs 
ſucceſſor at Rome, needs not to be proved: With the power of 
the Dragon, the wiſedomeallo is derived ; ſee that great Cham- 
pion Cardinal Belarmine, fighting with theſe very weapons : 
Lib. de Laicis. cap.21. And indeed, however illuſtrated, im- 
road fanoorend TE ma ere are the 
ſum of all that to this day hath been ſaid in the ſame caſe. 

3. Having madea Law, and ſupported it with ſuch reaſons 

Fa ascheſe, in proceeding to the Execution of the penalty of that 

Law, as .ro particular Perſons ( which penalty being as now, 

Arbitrary was inflied , unto Baniſhment , Imprifonment, 

Mine-digging, Torturing in ſundry kinds, Mayming, D.ath, 

according tothe plegſare of the Judges ) they always charged 
ea WO thoſe perſons, not onely the denying and oppoſing their 

Es - dann owne Deities, Religion,. and Worſhip, but alſo, that, that 

'” fam conceſſas- Which they embraced , was fooli/o, abſurd, deteſtable, perni- 

 pudilbs que 27018, finfell, wicked, ruinous to Common wealths, Cities, So- 
wobis inceſis. ciety, Families, honeſty, order, and the like. If a man ſhould 
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goe about to: delineat Chriſtian Religion , by the Liner and 
features drawtiethereof, in the inveRives and accuſations of * rrarief 
their Adverſarier, | he might jufily ſuppoſe, that indeed , that ener ED 
was their God , which was fer up at Rome with this Inſcrip= ' talibus indidit. 
tion, DEUS CHRISTIANORUM ONON Y- Proetiiſima 
CHITES. Being on Image with Aſſes eares , in a Gowne, 4 gn x. 
Clarves or Talons wpon one foot, with a Booke in his hand. Char- ooo ramagget 
ged they were, that they worſhipped an Aſs head, which prenint, inter ſe 
impious folly, firſt faſtened on the Jews by Tacitus. Hiſtor, 11h, nibil illicitum. 
5. cap. 1, (in theſe words , Efigiem animalis quo monſtrante, T4116, y Fu- 
errorem ſuimque depulerant penetrali ſacravere , having before len imme 
ſet out a faigned diceCtion received by a company of Alles ) 7, chrofto quo- 
which he had borrowed from Appion a rayling Egiptiaz of tidie wmultu- 
Alexandria ( Joſeph. ad. App. lib. 1. ) was fo ingrafted in their antes, Roma ex 
winds, that no defenſative could be allowed. The Sun, the. __— 
Croſſe, Sacerdotis Genitalia, were either really ſuppoſed , or Cloud, 44 wy 
zmpiouſly impoſed on them , as the objeRs of their worlbip. Queſitiſſimis 
The blood and fleſp of Infants, at Thiele an banquets, was ſaid penis afficiebat, 
to be their foud and provifion : promiſcuoas luft , with Is © PRE: 
cet, their, chiefeſt refreſpment. Such as theſe it concerned chem, _ _—_ Stan ; 
| 4 Cret's £45 Chriſtianos 
to have them thowght to be, being reſolved to uſe them, as if appellabat. Plu. 
they were. ſoindeed: Hence I am not ſometimes without ſome 7ac-4i. /ib-15. 
ſuſpition, that many of the impure abbomizations, follies, vil- fi ſuppiici- 
lanies, which are aſcribed unto the Primative Hereticks , yea © «70k anne 
the very Groftichy themſelves ( upon whom the filth that Fenerſtitimis a 
lyes, is beyond all poſſible beliefe , Epiphar, Toms. 2. lib. 1, ve ac Malefice: 
Har. 26.) might be fained, and impoſed , as to a preat part Sieton. in Ne- 
thereof. For though not the very ſame, yet things os fooliſh "9 * £4-15: 
and oppoſite to the light of nature, were at the ſametime ,- Fe, 
charged on the moſt Orthodox. _ | | 
But you will ſay, they who charged 1h.ſe things upon the 
Catbolicks, were Pagans, eneniies of Ged ; and Chrift ; buc 
theſe who fo charged Hereticks were Chriſtians themſelves: 
And ſo, fay I:alſs, and therefore for reverexce of the name; 


» he Þh "F - r= Sou we, 
fn +» 
w & 
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( though p erhaps I could). I fay.no more.. But yet chis I ſay, "MR : 2 


that Story which you have in Adinutizs Felix, or Arnobius 
8, Book Apologericall, of the meeting of Chriflians, the draw- 
ing. away of the Light by a Dogge tyed to the Candleſtick, ſo to 
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| _ Of Toleration. 2: Rs 
make way for Adnlterics and Inceſts : 1 have heard more 'then 
once, told with no ſmall confidence, of Brownifts and Puri- 
tans. Hath not this yery ſame cewſe been taken in latter ages ? 
Conſult the Writings of Waldenſir, and the reſt of his Com- 
panions, abcut Wickleffe and his Followers, fee the occaſion 
cf his falling off from Rome, in our owne Chronicles, in Fa- 
bias of old, yea and Daniel of late to gratifie a Popiſb Court; 
of Eikizs, Hoſins , Stapbylus, Bolſefte, Bellarmine , and the 


- reft who have undertaken to pourtray out untous, Luther and 


Calvin with their followers ; - and you will quickly ſee, that 


their great de/igne was to put ( as they did upon the head of 
 * Fobn Haſs at the Councell of Conftance, when he was lead 
| tO the ſtake } the ugly vizard, of forme Devilliſþ Appea- 


rance, that under that forme, they mighe fix them for Fire 
and Fagot. IT | 

And herein alſo, is the Politie of the Dragon , derived to- 
the falſe Prophet, and a colour tempered, for perſecutors to im- 
brue their band: in the blood of Martyrs. | 

This was the old Roman Way, and I thought ie not amiſle: 
to.cautionace thoſe, enjoying Truth and Authority , that if it 
be poſlible, they may not walke.in their ſteps and:method : 
the courſe accounted ſo ſoveraigne, for the extirpation of 
Ons was as you ſee; . firſt invented, for the extirpation of 
Tuth, 

Secondly, 1 defire ic may be obſerved, That the general 
Tſſve and tendance of unlimited arbitrary perſecution or pu- 
niſhing for conſcience ſake, becauſe in all Ages & wadores 
wn, and the worſt of men have ſate at the upper end of the 
World, for themoft part, more falſe Worſbippers, having hi- 
therto enjoyed autbori:y. over others, then Followers of the 
Lambe, hath been perniciows, fatal), and dreadfulito the Pro- 
feſfion and Profefſors of the Goſpel, little , or not at all , fer- 
viceableto the trath.. 

I have heard is averred, by a Reverend and Learned Perſo- 


nage, that more bhod of Hereticks hath been (hed by whole- 


& 


ſome Severity, in the maintenance of the rnb and oppofition 
unto Errors, then hath been ſhed of the witneſſes of Jeſu, by 


falſe 


— 
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= Of Tolwation#, © 
falfe Worſhippers. An aſſertion, I concetve, under favour, fo 
exceedingly diſtant from the reality of the thing ir ſelfe, that 
I dare take upon me, againſt any man breathing, that in ſun- 
dry Chriftian Provinces, almoſt in every one of the Feſt, more 
Lives have been ſacrificed to the one Idoll Hereticidinm , of 
thoſe that bear witneſſe to the Trach, in the Beleife, for which 


they ſuffered, then all the Hereticks properly fo called, - that 


ever were {laine in all the Provinces of the World, by men 
pcofeſſing the Goſpell: And I ſhall give that worthy Divine, 
or any other of his perſwaſion , his Option, among all the 
chicfeſt Provinces of Exrope, to tye me up unto which they 
pleaſe. He that ſhall confider that above ſixty thouſand per 


| ſons, were in fix yeares or lictle more, cut off fa a Fudiciall 


way, by Duke D' Alua in the Netber-Lands, in pucſuite of 
the ſentenceof the Inquiſition , will conclude, that there is 
Cauſa facilis in my hand. 

The Ancient Conteſt , betweene the Homooufians and the 
Arrians , the firft Controverſie the Churches were agitated 
withall, after they enjoyed a Chriſtian 2giftrate (and may 
juſtly be ſuppoſed to be carryed on to the advantage of Error, 
beyond aP that went beforeit, becauſe of the Civill Magi- 
ftrates intereſſing themſelves in the Qaacrell ) was not car- 
ryed out to Violence and Blood, before the ſeverall perſwaſt- 
ons, lighted on ſeveral Dominions , and Scate Intereſts ; As 
between the Gotbs, Vandals, and the reſt of their Compani- 
ons on one ide, who were Arrians, and the Romans on the 
other. Inall whofe Bickeringe notwickſtanding, the bonowr 
of Severity, did ſtill attend the «Lrrians, eſpecially in Af- 
fricke, where they perſecuted the Catbolicks , wich horrible 


outrage and fury. Fivethouſand at one time barbarouſly ex- 


poſed to all manner of cruell Villany. Some Ecupiions of 
paſſion had been before among Emperours themſelves , bu ſtill 


with this difference, that they who Arrianized, cariyed the 


Bell for zcale againſt difſentere. Witnefſe Valens , who gave 
place in perſecution, to none of his P 2gan Predeceſſors z kil- 
ling, burning, ſlaying, making havock of all Octhodox Pro- 
feſors : Yea perhaps, that which he did, at leaſt was done by 
the countenance of his Awtbority , at Alexandria upon the 

I 2 placing 
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"Of Tolerstion. | 
| f Lucius zan in the root Atbanafiw 
placing in, of Lxciws an Arrian in the roome of Atbanaſive,, 


thruſting Peter befides the Chaire , who was rightly placed 


according to the caſteme of thoſe times , perhaps I ſay , the 
Tumults, Rzpes, Marders, then, and bere aQted, did outgoe 
what before had been done by the Pagans, lee Theodoriz, Ec- 

cleſ. Hiſt, lib. 4, cap, 22. it wete tedious to purſue the lying, 


ſlendering, inveftives , baniſpments, deaths, tumults, murder, 


which attend tt18 coxnſell all along, aſter once they began to 


invoke the help cf the Emperours one againft another : Yet 


in this ſpace ſome Magiſtrates, weary wich perſecuting wayr, 
did not only abſtaine pradically from force and violence, as 


moſt of the Orthodox Emperoure did, bat alſo enaQz:d Laws, 


for the freedome' of ſuch as diſſented from them. Fovianus a 
pious man, grants all peace, that wlll be peacable z offended 
onel; with them, who would offzr violence to others. Socrates 
Eccleſ. Hiſt. lib, 4. cap.21- Gratianus makes a Law, whereby 
he granted /iberty to all Sets. but Manichees, Photinians, and 
Eunomians. Z9z0, Ecclef, Hiſt. lib, 7, cap. 1» Many more the 
like examples might be produced, = 

The next 4fference about the Worſhip of God ( to the Ar- 
1:1.n and its Branches) that was controverted in Letters of 
blood , was about Imager, and their Worſhip ; in which , 
though ſome furious Princes, in. oppoſition to. that growing 
Idolatry , which by Popes , Biſbops., Prieſts , and eſpecially 
Monker , was in those dayes, violently urged , did mingle 
ſome of their blood with their Sacrifices, yet not to the Tithe 
almoſt, of what the Teonolatre getting uppermoſt , returned 
ypon them, and their adherents, _ 

This if vecaſten were, might be eafily demonſtrated from 
Paulus Dizcomus and others. Aﬀeter this, from about the year 
350. about which time the T:ynolatre , having enfnared che 
IVeſt by politze, the poſterity of Charles the Great , who had 
{toutly oppoſed the w2r/>:p of Tmagesr , complying with the 
Popes, the Fatiicrs of thai Worſhip for their owne ends, and 
wearied the Eaſt by crivelty, ches Conteft growing towards an 
End, the whole power of punifhirg for Re/igion, became fub=- 
ſervient to the Dilffates 7 the foe ihe Kings of the Earth 
giving their power to the beofi, unity which point things had 

” pet been 
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_ & antes Tees 5 . 
been working alFalong ) from thencel fay, untill the death 
_ of Servetus in Geneva, the purſuit of Gentiilis Blandeats, and 
ſome other mad men in Helvetia , for the ſpace well nigh of 
700 yeares , the chiefeſt ſeaſon of the Reigne of Sathan and 8 
Antichriſt, 'all puniſhing for Religion, was managed by the 1M] 
Authority of Kome, and againſt the poore witneſſes of Feſws, 
prophecying in ſackcloth, in the feverall Regions of the 
Weſt. And what ſireames of blood: were poured out, what 
Millions of Martyrs (laine in that ſpace , is knowne to all. 
Hence Bellarmine boaſtech that che Albigenſes were extinguith - 
ed by the Sword. De Laic. cap.22. Icis crue there were Lawes 
enaQed of old by Theodofius , V alentinian, Martian, as C. 
de hereticis, L, CManicheis, L. Arriani, L.Unicuique ; which ; 
laſt provideth for the death of Seducers, bur yet truely, S 
though they were made by Catholicks , and in the favour of - 
Cacholicks, yec confidering to what end they were uſed, I can 
look upon them no vutherwile, butas very bottome ſtones of 
the Tower of Babel. | 
This, then in its Latitade proving ſo pernicious to the 07 wo 
fcfſion of the Goſpell , having for ſo lorg driven the Woman 
into theWilderneſſe, and truth into corners , being the maine 
Engine whereby che Tower of Be! was built, ard char,which 
at this day they cry Grace unto, as the foundation ſtone of - 
the whole Antichriſtzan Fabrick ( ſee Becanus de fide bereticis 
ſervanda, BeB.de Laicy, &c.) we had-need be cautious, what 
uſe we make (a8onetearmes it well ) of the Broome of An- 
tichriſt, co ſweep the Church of Chriſt. Whither that” wee 
are in the Tratb, and they blinded: with Error,, of whom wee 
have ſpoken, be a ſafficient Plea, we ſhall lee anor. In the 
meane time, we may doe well to remember , what Lewes the 
twelfth of France ſaid, yea ſwore concerniag the Inhabitants 
of Mirindoll, whom by the inftigation of. hs Prelates he had 
ordered to be ſlaine, when newes waz broughe-him, whar 
' was their converſation and way of life, Lee them be Hereticks 
if you pleaſe ( ſaich be ) but aſſuredly they are better then me, and: 
my Catholicks. Take heed leaſt the puniſhed , be better then. 
the punithers. I 
Let me! add to this Obſervation onely $þz , hat the at» 
RT: tempt: 
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! _* Of Tolvation: 2 
tempt £0 fauppreſie aty Opinions whatſoever by Force hath 
been fot the moſt parc ftuitlefle ; for either ſome few parties 
lar petfonr, areproceeded againft, or elſe greater multitude: : 
It ſome pariicalars only , the eAjbes of one , hath alwayes 
proved theſeed of many Opinionacifts : Examples are innv- 
inerable, take one, which is boafted of, as a patrerne of ſeyeri- 
ty taken from Antiquity. About the yeare 390. Priſcilliavue, 
a4 Manichee o and a Gnoſticke, by the procurement of Ithacins 
and Idaciws, two Biſbops, was put to death by Maxime, an 
ulurping Emperour , who ruled for a ſeaſon, having flaine 
Gratianws ; {as that kind of men, would always cloſe with a- 
fy Authority, that might ſerve their owne Ends. ) Now what 
was the iffae thereof ; Martinus a Catholick Biſhop re- 
nounces theic Communion who did it : The Hiſtorian, that 
reports it, giving this cenſure of the whole, Sic peſſimo exem- 
plo, ſublati ſant bomines Iuce indigniſſimi , though the men 
( Priſcilian and bs Companions) were moſt mzworthy to live, 
yet their ſentence to death, was moſt w7jzft. But no matter 
for this , was not the Herefie ſuppreſſed thereby ? See what 
the ſame Hiſtorian, who wrote not long after, and was able 
to teftifie the event, ſayes of it ( it is Severus Swlpitins, lib, 2. 
Eccleſ. Hiſt.) Non folum non repreſſa eſt bereſis ( layes he ) ſed 
confirmaia , & latius propagata eſt, &c. The berefie was (fo 
Farre from being ſ#ppreſſed hereby , that it was confirmed 
and pfopagat d: His followers who before bonowed him as 
a Saint, now adore him as a Martyr : The like in all Ages hath 

been the iffue, of the like indeavonts, | 
Bur now, if this courſe be nndertaken againſt ultirmudes, 
what is or bath been the ufuall End of fach undertakings? 
Take ſome examples of late dayes : Charter the fifth,the moſt 
mighty Emperonr of Germ x7 , undertakes by violence to ex- 
ticpate the Lutherans and Calvinifts our of the Empire. After 
a tedious Ferre, the death of may thoutands, the waſting of 
the Nation, in the cloſe of all, himfelfe js driven out of 
Germany; and the buſineſſe lefe much where k begati : Slefd. 
Com. Philip of Spaine will needs force the Inquifirioz upon 
the Netherlands ? What is the iſſue ? After the expence of an 
Ocean of blood, and mor: Conethen would have purchaſed 
| | | the 
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Sovereignty over thoſe Parts. - | 

- Patricth Hamilton, and George Wiſbard are put to death in 
Scolland,” by the procurement of a Cardinal; the Cardinall 
is inftantly murthered by Come deſperate young men, and a 
war raiſed there about Religizon,which was never well quieted, 
untill having hunted their 2weeve out of her native King- 
dome,ſhe had her head chopt off in England : Hiſtory of Refor« 
mation in Scotland. The W arres, Seditions , Tumults , Mar- 
dars, Maſſocres, Repery Burning s, ec. that followed the ſame 
autempe m France, cannot be thoughe of, wirhout borror and 
deteſtation. Neither knew thoſe things any Ezd, untill the 
preſent forbearance, was granted. Inſtances might be malti- 
plyed, bus theſe chings are knowneto all. If any ſhall ſay, 
all chefe Evils followed, the atcempring to ſuppreſſe Truch 
not Errour, I ſhall anſwer him another cime, being 

loath- to doe it , unlelſe compelled : Onely for the preſent 

I ſhall ay, that Error hath as much right, to a forceable 

defence, as Trutb. 


6, To ftirre usup yer farcher, toa ſerious conſideration of - 


the grounds and resſons which are laid downe, for the infli&- 
ing of puniſbment uponany, for Exorbitancies in things of 
Religion (upon what hath been faid ) the perpetuall corm- 
cidenceof the canſes by them held forth, who pretend to plead 
for juſt ſeverity, with their pretexces who have aQed wajuſt 
perſecution, would be well heeded. | 

The Pof6:ion is laid downe in Generall on both fides, thav 
Erring perſons ave ſo, #nd ſo, to be dealt withall, That ſuch is 

the power and duty of the Magiſtrate in ſ#cb caſes. The de- 
 finition of Hereſie is" agreed on for the maine; onely the Pa- 
pifts place the Charcbes determination, where others: chruft in 
the Hereticks conviction ( a thing much moreoblſcure to by 
ſtandersand Judges alfo. ) The appellations wherewith :rutb 
perſecuted', and error purſued, are cloathed , ſtill the ſame. 
The conſequents urged on all ſides,. of difſbomewy to God, trou- 
 bhtothe State, andthe like not at all diſcrepant. Tire argu« 
wents for the one, and other, for the moſt' part the \ſame.. 
| Looke whay Reaſons one Set gives for the puniſhing of ano-: 
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the Countrey twice over, his Poſterity is cotally deprived of all 
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ther, the names being changed are retorted. He blaſphemeth - 
to the Hereticke, who chargeth blaſpbemyupon him. Wee 
uſe no other Arguments, cite no other Texts, prefſe no o- 
ther-conſequencies for the puniſhing of other Hereticks, 
then the Papiſts the wiſeſt Hereticks breathing , doe for the 
puniſtment of ys. WH TR 
No colour, no pretence., but hath been equally uſed in all 
hands: None can ſay, this is mine. To Latbers objeQion, 
that the Church. of Chriſt never burned 'an Hereticke , for 
Haſſe, and Hierome were none ; Bellarmine-anſwers, they were 
Hereticks to: them Catholicks , which did ſuffice : de Lats. cap. 
21. And indeed this V:cifitude of things is very pernitious. 
All Chriftians almoſt are Hereticks to ſome enjoying Antho- | 
rity : ( as Salvian ſaid the caſe was, between the Homoouſtans | 
and Arrians in his time ) and moſt of thoſe enjoying autbort- 
zy,. are perſwaded it is their duty , to ſaupprefle chem whom 
chey account Hereticks; and anſwerably have more or lefſe 
aGed, according to this perſwafſion, untill by blood, Wars, 
and horrid devsſtations of Nations, ſome of. them have been 
wearied : From the firſt Cerayſado againft the Albigenſes , 
through the Warre of the Hwſites under Zifca and the Pro- 
copij, thoſe dreadfull Maſſacres, before recounted , what a 
Rageof blood, hath Exwrop: been made upon this account ? 
I defire that to this point the Declaration of the Netherlands, 
atthe beginning of rheir Troubles ( whom Belarmine aftirmes 
to have Petitioned for Liberty of Conſcience, as he was wri- 
ting de Hezreticidio, the thing being long before granted at 
Spirs, at the Convention of the States of the Empire ,: in the | 
E yeare 1526. ) may be ſerjouſly confidered.  !  ..} 
'H : 2. For the neceſſity of courſes of ext-emity, againſt. erroni- 
= ows Perſons, for the upholding the Faith once. delivered to 
the Saints, and the keeping the Chwrcher in peace, ic doth 
 notappeare to me to be ſourgent as is pretended ; for. three 
hundred years, the Church had no afliftance from any Ma- 
giſtrate againſt Heyeticks: and yet in. all that ſpace, there was 
not one long-lived, or farre- ſpreading Herefie in compariſon; 
of:#bofe that followed. As the diſeaſeis ſpirituall, ſo wasthe 
yreriedy which in choſe dayes was applyed 3 and the Lord 
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guſiine was changed from his © 
refolucion.and perfwafion , by the ada of Donatifſlicall 
. Cirenmeellions, this DoKrine had: I pages « footing in Antiquity. 
; And whether his reaſons astothis | point be convincing , ler a- 
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few yeares did he intricatebimſelfe withalf, perplexed he was 
in bis ſpirit to ſee theuntoward revengefulnefſe of that ſors: 
of reoplez infomuch that he writes exprelly to them, being: 
aſſembled in Counſell at Thre , That they had neither care of the! 
truth, nor love t0 peace , nor conſcience of ſeaudall , nor would by 
any meanes be prevailed on ts lay downe their malice and animo-. 
fities.; Socrat. Hiſt; lib, 1, cap, 22.' At length an Arrian Prieft 
curryes favour with his Siſter Gonſtantis': Shee gets him into 
the :Efteeme of her Brother: ; after ſome infinuations of his, 
new Eligs, new Synods, new recallings, new Banifpments of 
other perſons, follow-one upon the 'neck of another. Ruffin. . 
Eceleſ. Hiſt.;lib. 1.cop. 11. And when: this knack wat once 
found out, of prcmoting a Se& by Imperisll-favour, it is ad- 
mirable'coconfider how thole good Princes', Conſtantine and 
his Sonnes, were abuſed, miſled,” inraped, ingaged into mu» 
tuall Difſenfions, by the Lyes, flatteries, equivocations of ſuch 
as called themſelves Biſbeps, Raff. lib: 5 af on ec. Ay 
alſo how ſoone with the many , the whole e of Reli- 
gion was hereapon turned into a matter , of txternall Pompe 
and Dominion. Bur it is befides my purpoſe, to raſe into that 
Hel of confufion , which by chis meanes , brake in upon the 
Churches in ſucceeding Ages. Onely , for the following 
Imperial EdiQts and Confticutions in the behalfeof the faith 
Caibolicke , and for the punifhing of 'Erring Perſons , I de- 
fice to obſerve , | | 
1. That the Emperours were ftirred up te ther, by Tanbu- 
tent Priefls, and aſpiring Prelates ; let the Popes letters tochem 
 wicnelle this, Leo Epift. 75, ec. SCF a PO <-n; 
' 2. Thatthey wereftill bottomed, upon ſach, and ſuch, coxn« 
fellr, that were not to be oppoſed or ſpoken.againft, when all 
- of them were ſpent ſor the moſt pare, abou things quite be- 
fides and beyond the Scripture ( as feaftings ; and faſtings, 
w 4 Biſbops juriſdifionr) and ſome of them , were the very 
"  whers, and zmpoſiumations of Chriſtian Religion ,- as thoſe of 
_ *Niee and Epbeſws , both the: ſecond ; and in generall all of 
them the Sea, upon which the Whore exalted her ſeat and 
throne ; and theſe things did thoſe men, either deceived 


by thecraft of Heretic, or wearled by the imporwunity of the 
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dare) Icannoxcloſe. with that counſell which Themiſtine a 
Philoſopher -gaveco V zkns the Emperour, and ammoſt ab- 
horrent fromthe Reaſon of his Counſell, vis. That be ſbould 
ket all SeG1 alone, becauſe it was for the glory of God, to bre_ ba«. 
moured with diverſities of Opinions, and wayes of Worſbip: Yeu 
"thoughthis Reaſon be falſe and impisvs, yet the adviſcix ſelfe. 
was well conducing at that time, to the peace of the Churches, 
ſomerhing:qualifying the ſpirie of that Hereticall Emperour , 
who before had cruelly raged,againſt all Orthodox profeſſors 
3; - ofthe Deity of Chrift, Socrat. ib, 4. ca. 27. r Len 
, , . * 8. Laftly, addunto all that hath been faid ( vice coronidis) 
| for the uſe of ſuch as in joying Authority, may have miſappre-, 
henfions of forne tr#th: of Chrift, a ſad conſideration con- 
cerning the End. and 1ſue, which: the Lord in his righteous 
Judgement hath 'in all Ages given to Pirſeeutors and Perſecu 
tion, Nero'( of whom ſayes;Tertulian, tali Dedicatore. gauder, 
fanguis Chriſtianus ). . who was the firſt that imployed che 
Sword againſt our Religion, being condemned by the Senate 
to be puniſhed More Hajoriem, flew himfſelfe with this expro- 
bration of his owne ſordid Villany , Tarpiter vixi, turpins 
Aforior : Sueton. in Nero: Domitian the inheritor of his rage 
and folly, murdered in his vwne Houſe, by his Servants, - /- © 
dem in Domis. Trajan by a _—_— of his Joynts, nummed- 
nefſe of body, and a choaking Water , periſhed miſerably, - 
Dion Caſfins de Tra. This is tie whoſe order noe to ſeeke-our 
Chriſtians to puniſhment, but yet to ptniſh chem, appearing , 
you havein his Epiſtle to Plinie a provinciall:Governour un- 
der him , Plin. Epiſt. 97. which though commended by Ex- 
ſebins, ' Eceleſs Heſt, lib. 3, cap, 30. yet is canvalſed by. Tertul- 
lian, as a fooli(b, impious, wicked Conſtitation, Apol. caþ.2. 
Hadrian perifhing, with a Fix and'caſting of blood, payd ' 
ſome part of the price of the Innocent blood which hee had 
ſhed, lines Spart. in Had, Severws poyſoned himſelfe, to put 
-an end to his tormenting -paines, Ful, Capirol. MMaximinus , | 
with his Sonneyet a Child, was torne: in pieces of the Soul 
 diers, all cryingour, That not a whelpe wa tobe heft of ſo curſed | 
' # ſtocks: Decis- having reigned ſcarce two-yeares , was ſlaine 
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rd nds » bad his. Zallae confamed wich = 
from Slevin, and periſhed. miſerably. The City of Alexan- 
driain the time of Gallen , was forits partaion, fo wa- 
fied with variety of deftroying Plagues a nd Jadgements, that 
the whole number of-its Inhabitants, anſwered nov the Gray= 
beaded old men that were ip it before, Dyiniſcapud Eefeb.lib.7, 
cop. 20, What wartheEnd of Fuhaatizis knowne co all,” Now - 
truely of-many of-rheſe, weigh, well ſay:(as one of old 
did') Dualer ales Tmperatores Þ as Trajan, Hadrian, .Severns  Ju- 
lian, whiatexcellent Emperours had they :beeri , had they not 
been Pe ors. And All this ſayes. Tertallian i>come-t0 pale, 
chativen mighe learne, ad regis. He thar' difires "ro. ſee 


more of this; let hin chnſalt , Tertall. Apol. % 'ud Soap. Ea . 


 Eccleſe Hiſt. lib. 7. cap. 21. de citiit. Dei, tib. 18. cap. 
ry Enirop.Jib. 8. Ie would be ions to deſcendto wm 
of lattgr Aget, ourowne andthe 'neighbour Nations, da fo 
much; too much abound with-thens 5 Jet this that hath been 


eſſe of the $aiuary. 


But nowg- may” ſomelay 3 Whats will be the tae of this 
diſcourſe z dot you: then leave every one at Liberty im the © 
of God?! lath the Afagiſtrate nathicig to doe, in, or 
about. Rebigi on? Is-he to depoſethe care thereof? "Shall men 
ek in ak ſpirics by different perſwiaſtons b be lolleres 
one atiother as they pleaſe ?' gc, ' | 
as have "have ohdly: ſhewed the efſe of thole pevunde, which 


| "FE men » make the bortome of cthelr Teſtimonies, againſt zhe 


roler ation 'of any thing bu what theinſelves tondeive to ,be 


Tr rach x 3 as alſo taken away the chisfe of thoſe. Argqments, . 


pon Which, f#cb a proceeding againſt Erring Perſons is bac- 
tamed, as'tendsto blood and death : What poſitively the &j- 
Lg Hagiſtiate, may,'nay ought to doe, in the: whole well. 
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uh 2 Sam. 23. 3. He that ruleth mtr mes rr 5. os | 
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:ly with due reverence, cautionate the ſonnes of men, thatare = 
exalted in- pag _ their gee ; Wis they take 
-heed of « lifted iep. ſpirtt, the greate r of the beartaga 
- apts G04. Hebath promiſed, to teach the banks and 
the lawh in mind » the proud he beholdeth a farre off. Is not 
this the great reaſon , that the Rulers beleeve ot on bim , ;and 
1 the Noblet loy not their necks to.the yoake;of;the Lord, even be- 
cauſe their bearts are lified up with them, and fo lye iran un- 
| teachable fraine before the Lord. ' ' + + 


F 3. The tr«th being revealed to them, and their owne hearts 
E- _ -madeacquainted therewith, after their perſonal! engagements, 
b . -ro the praftice of the power of.g according to the 


| Revelation of God in the face of Jeſus Chriſthree things are in- 
- cumbenton him in reference:thereunto. '' ,- ; 
3. That according to the meaſure of its Revelation unto - 
him, he declare,or take cate that ie be dectaredunto others, e- 
- ven a8 committed to his governing charge, The general equity, 
that is in the obligation .of o ſirengibening #tbers 9i when me are 
 confirened, deſiring them to. be likg our ſelyex g, in;alh participa- 
cions of grace from God, the nature of: #r«e xeale fo theglor 
ry od or of the Lord, jr > : wad 5's for "os 
yea demand the performance of chis f > Feboſhapb 4} 
tre oer the wayes of God, ſent Prances and P lefty 
eo teach itin all the Cities and Townes of Jedeb, 2 Chron.x7. 
-8, 9,10 Az alſo did Hezekiab, 2 Chron, 30. 6, 7,8. Les.:this 
.k''. Is 2 Tr bilongs to the duty of the: ſupreme. Magiſtrate, the.Go- 
20erurry Or, Shepbear, wg ccauainted 


_ 53. ere: dof the People in any Nation, being «cq) 

get: in Ged, to:tokg:carethet thera of. the Goſpel! be 
2 IS to:all dbe people of that Nation, according to the way ap» 

ipainted, either grdinaty, or extraordinary. 1 

_ ©, þ:E make ho-doubs but God will quickly reje& them from 
Hoe power: who knowing their Moſters will, are negligent 


-F v. - = 
2 LS 2 
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NY | '.'2. A#he is to declare it,. fo he is to. proted2 it from all vio- 
= lence, whatever. Jeſus Chriſt, is che great King of Nations, as 


- well as the holy XK ing of Sgints. His Golſpell hath a right wo 
BN | | Na be 
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war; and other boly men of Old. And as tothis, I ſhall one- 
-w907, anda r men Or \ as COTS, LIN | 


' Of  Tolexation, | | 73 
| bepreached in every Nation, and toevery creature under hea» 
vet. Whoever forbids or hinders the free paſlage of it, is 
not onely finfull and impiows toward God, but alſo injurious 
towards men. Certainly the Magiſtrate is to proteR every , 
one, and every thing, in their own right, from the violence 
andinjury of unruly men. In the preaching and receiving the 
Goſpel, there is a right ated, ſuperior to all earthly privi 
ledges whatever. In this then the Magiſtrate is toprote& it, 
that under him the profeſſors thereof, may leade a quiet and 
peaceable life, in all godlineſje and honeſty. And for this cauſe, 
they to whom the Sword is committed, may wich the ſword 
lawfully defend the Truth, as the andoubted right, and pri= 
viledge of thoſe who do enjaqy ic, and of which they can- 
not be deprived without the greateſt injury. Fepbthablayd it 
down as the ground of the equity of the 'warres he waged 
' againſt the Anmmonites, That they would p'ſſefſe what the Lord 
their Godgavethem to poſſ ſſe ; the defence whereof, he purſued. 
tothe ſubverſion of their (at firſt) invading enemies ; Fudg. 
11-24-33.(it is nonew thing to begin in defence, and end "4 
in offence). Now, if the truth be given us of the Lord: our; 1X 
God, to poſleſſe;certainly ir may be contended for,bythole. 
who owe proteFion thereunto; And ifthis were not ſo, we 
may pray,and prevail forthe proſperity of thoſe in Auths= 
rity z and yet when we have done, not have a right tO a quiet 4 
andpeaceable life; Let this then be the ſecond aflertion. _ 
The Goſpel being preached,and declared a of right it ought to be,"2 Poſ. A 
it u the any of the Magiſtrate, by the power wherewith he ts er 
truſted, to protelt and defend it againſt all, or any perſons, that by bY 
force, or violence ſhall ſeek to hinder the progreſſe, or ſtop the paſſage k 
of it under what pretence ſoevers OO: oC > _ 
And that a negleCt of this alſo,wil] be attended with the. 
anger of the Lord, and the kindling of his-wrath, ſhall nor 
long bedoubted of any. | T_ 


. Thirdly, the proteFing, aſſifting, and ſupporting of all the 
profe ors of 2t, 10 that profeſſion, and in. wayes of truths ap=. 
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Of Toleration. | 
1. Thatſeeing Chriſt Jeſus hath appointed kis —_ 
towalk in ſuch focieties, and requireth of them ſuch kinde 
of worlt-ip, as cannot be performed without their meeting 
» together iyo%paBy, in one place, that he either provide, or 
grant being provided, the uſe of ſuch places under his 
- prote&ion, as may in all, or any kinde be fuired, and f:ted 
for that end and purpoſe. And the grozndof this is: 

1. From the Right which the Gofel of Chriſt hath co be 
received amongſt men, according to his ewn appointment; 
whether that be the appointment of Chriſt, or no, amongſt us, 

is no queſizon. 
_  aly, Becauſethe Aayiftrate hath the ſole power of all 
pmblick places, and the prozeZion of them, is commicted to 
him alone, by virtue of that conſenc into government 
which is among any. people. This proved «s above. 

2ly , A proteflion in the uſe of thoſe places, and all 
things exerciſed in them, anſwerable co that which he doth 
and is bound to grant unto menin their own privatedwellings, 
and families. The Reaſon why I am prozeZed from all bur 
or violence in my family, is becauſe have a Right to diſpoſe 
of all things in my family being mine own, and ſo hath 
not anOther ; It was afferted before, that Chriſtians have a 
Right to the ordinances of Chrifi, and Trath a Right to bear 
liberty. And therefore, if any ſhall invade, diſturbe, or trouble 
themin their rights, and liberties, he is bound ex ofi-io to give 
them a proteQion, »ot bearing the ſword in vain. 

Now being in my family,in my private houſe the affiſtance 

of thoſe in Autbeorityis due: 

7. In reſpeR of them without. 

2. In reſpe& of them within. 
| x. Forthem without,if any one will againſt my conſent, 

intrude himſelf upon my family enjoyments, to ſhare wich 
- me,or vio:ently come to take away that is mine, or diſturb 
me in the quiet pofſeſhon of it, the Magiſtrate takes cogni- - 
ze of fach difiarb.xces, and puniſheth them according to 
equity. Szteably, if any perſon or perſons whatſoever , ſball 
with violence put chemflren upon the exJoywents of ſuch or= 
Sinancer as thoſe enjoying the Rights of the Goſpel vet 

| | | Tame 
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them, to caule diſturbance,certainly, that Adagiſtrate pro- 
tes not every one in his undoubted Rightr, whodoth noe 


accommodatethe wronged parties, with the aſſiſtance of his k 


' . powertothe puniſhment of the tranſgreffors. 

2. For houſe dwebers, ſeruant;,or any others, who may 
break out into ſuch offences, and incorrigibleneſſe, as the 
amendment thereof, may be beyond what TI am intruſted 
- to do, toany, by Law of God or man, and ſhall not the M4o- 


2iftrate here alſo interpoſe? is not his afſiſtance here abun» . 


dantly required and alwayes granted ? 
From parity of Reaſon is it not as due for their prote&ion, 
who in the enjoyment of their publick religious Rights may 
receive diſturbance, and be nnder force, from ſome, incorrigi= 
bleby any Rule among them(elves.For inſtance, ſuppoſe, a 
perſon jultly excommunicated, and eje&ed any ſociety of Chri- 
ft:ans as to any (pirituall communian , yet will wich outc- 
ward force and violence , put himſelf upon them in their 
cloſeſt as of communion,doubtleſſe their Rights, are here 
to be by power preſerved. 

3 That whereas the Preachers of the Goffjel are now to be 
#14itained in an erdinaric way, and to <____ their faupport= 
ment in an uſtall courfe of providence,a 
to whom we have proved that the Goſpel is to bedecla=- 
red, by the care of the Mdagiftrate, will not, or cannot make 
fach proviſionsfor them as is needfull, in theſe laſt evil daies 
of the world, it is incumbent on thoſe narſing Fathers, to 
provide for them, who becauſe of their continual labowrs in 
the work of the Lord, arediſ-inabled ,to make proviſion 
for themſelves. Where Charches arefſetled according to rhe 
Ryle of the Goſpe), and: not too much ſiraighteed by reajas 
of want, there may be an a/zeration as to this pr Il: 
That this imgagement lyes firit upon the Churches, was {cen 
of old; Hence that cautian.or Canon,of the Comcel of Chat 
cedon, cap. 6. Kd eis xteomrreta dTASNV OS, [etmonebeondain- 
edarlarge : Ne dicatur, mendicat in palefira infalix Clericus, 
ſaiesthe Soholaſi:leithe fhoald be.driven to begge tor want 

heſumme of what as to this head, I have ta 


"| Thisbcingt 


tained to themſelyes, or ſhall come in their celebration of 


ſeeing that may * 
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Of Toleration.. 
affert, Iſhall give in the proofs of it, and then draw ſome 


furcher Poſitions. | | Ce 
1. The bottome of the whole, atiſeth from that right 


re Caater 7 
*o, 


, which the Goſpel hath to- be preached to all Nations and 


people, and that right paramount to-all. civill ſanftions and 

conlticutions, which every ſoul hath to-receive it in the 
profeſſion thereof. And all this lows from the donation of 
the Father unto Jeſus Chriſt, whereby he is made heir of all 
things. Hebr. 1. 3- Having the Nations given him for bus inheri= 

tance, the utmoſt p arts of the earth for bu poſſeſſion: Plal.2.8.Being 

alſo Lordof lords, and King of kings, ating nothing in ta- 

king poſſeſſion of his own, but what his ſoveraignty bears him 
out in. | 

2. All :bytends tothe apparent good, of thoſe committed 
to his charge, that they may leade their lives iz godlineſſe 
and honeſly, which is the very chief end of Magiſtracy com- 
mitted unto men. This is dire&ly intended, all other things 
come in by accident, and upon ſuppoſitions. 

3. No perſon living can pretend to the leaſt injury by 
this, none is deprived,none wronged. 

4. The precepts given unto them , and the promiſes made 
concerning\them, do abundantly confirm all that hath 
been aſſerted. P/21.2. 10,11. they are commanded os Kings 
and Fmadges to ſerve the Lord, in promoting the kingdom of the 
Lord Feſws Chriſt And it is promiſed, 1/2. 49.23. that they ſhall 
be nurſing Fathers, and nu:ſing Mothers to the Church of Chriſt, 
even then, when fhe ſhall ſ«ck tbe breſts of Kings ( earthly 
things arethe milk of kingly breſts) when: ber fficers ſhall:be 
panes and ber exaGors righteouſneſſe : Tia. 60.16, 17. This at 

eaſt, reacheth to all we haye aſcribed cothem. All is but 


| bowing the knee of Magiftracy attthe Name of Jeſus. 


Hence are theſe Poſitions. TOE 
The providing or granting of places requiſue for the performance 
of that worſhip which in the Goſpel us inſtituted , is the duty of the 
Chriſtian Magiſtrate. oF 
- ProttGion as to peace and quietneſſe.in the uſe of the ordinances, 
of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, from violent d:ſturbers, either from with= 
, or within, # alſo incambent on him. 
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_ Of Toleration: : 77 
 - Supportment and proviſinga as to earthly things, where regularly 5 Poſs © 
failing, #4 of him required. Od hoes: T2 
And in the zegled of any of theſe, that takes p/zce, which 
is threatned, 1/2. 60. 12. Two or three conſeffarjes added : 
hereunto, ſhall cloſe this part of the Magiltrates power, or 
rather duty about the things of Religion: as, 
Poſitive alt ings by way of ſupportment and aſſiſtance , mainte- Cn; 1, 
nance, allywance of publick places, and the like, in the behalf of 
perſons deviating from the truth, in thiſe things wherein they devi- 
ate,#s contrary to the rule of the Word, and duty of them in Amtho= 
rity. For, = 
Error hath neither right, nor promiſe, nor is any precept gi= 


'ven-inthe behalt thereof. 


The defence and proteGion of erring perſons. frim violence and 
injury, in thoſe things wherein they have 4 right, # no aGing of his 
dnty avout religious things ; but a meer dealing fur the preſervation 
of humane (ociety, by the defence of perſons, not ating againſt the 
rules thereof. | | | 

Every particular minute difference, among the profeſſors of the _ : 3. Th 
truth, cannot be proved to come under the cognizance of the Magi= Bhs 0 _ pane 
ſtrate, be being to attend the worſhip which for the main #s accept- gf 914 All al. 
able to God in Chriſt, neither dy any teſtimonies extend bu quty lowed the 
any further : Hence | coke / ©. +... Novatiansthe 

Corola: The preſent differences about Church fociety, and the! my of 
ſubjeF@or ſeat of diſcipline, which are between theſe diſſeuters, who — 
are known by the names of Presbyterians, and Independents, as they 

are in themſelves (not beightned by the pregndices,luſts,corruptions, 
and intereſts of men) hinder not at all, but that the Magiſtrate 
bound ts the performance of the duties before mentioned unts both 

rties. And the Reaſons of this are, becauſe fy | 

1. The things wherein they are agreed, are clearly as 

broad; as the Magiſtrates duty can be ſtretched to cover them. 

2, Neither party (I am perſwaded)in their. retyred 
thoughts, dare avwow the main of the wor.bip-by their. diſ- 
ſenters embraced,to be « ſuch, rejected ofthe Lords. _ - 

3. No example in the world, can beproducedout of the 

1d Teſtament, or New, or Ec:lef#afticall Hiſtory, of a forcible 
deciſion of ſuch minute differences..See Socrat: El 

| | | 2, Corok- 
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Of Toleration. 

2. Corol: Al/the plea of perſont erring in doErine or worſvip, 
51 x0t, from what the Magiſtrate muſt do, but from what be may 
not ao. 

And this for the frſtpart ſhall ſuffice. 

Secondly, there is another part of the Magiſtrates power 
the other ſide of his (word to be exerciſed towards the oppo= 
ſition of that truth which he hath embraced : and this hack 
a twofold object. 


I. Things. 
2. Perſons. 
I. I ayes of worſhip. | 
Things are of ) 2. Outward Appearances, Monuments, Ac- 
2. {orts: commodstions and Declarations of thoſe 
wayes.. Of the firſt, I ſhall ſpeak after- 
wards. 


the ſecond, I mean, all-the owtward attendencies of any 
falſe or erranious worſhip, which are eicher helps to, or de- 
clarations of the ſaperſtition, idolatry, error, or falſenefleof 
it; as Temple for idolatrous ſervice, Eroſſes, piffures, and the 
like abuſed Relicks of old unwarranted zeal. 

; Now concerning theſe, I affirm. 

' 1. ThartheMagiltratc ought not te make proviſion of 
any publick places for the praQtiſe of any ſuch worſhip as he 
is convinced to be an abominatien unto the Lord. When I 
fay heought not to make proviſion, I underſtand, not onely 

a x0t aluallcaringthat ſuch be, bur alſo a caring that ſach 
may not be. He fhould not have a zegation of ating as to any 
thing of pwb/ick concernment-His nor oppoſing, here is pro» 
viding. For inttance; He muſt not allow. thac is, ic is his 
duty to oppoſe, the ſetting apart of pablick places, under his 
proce&on for the ſervice of the Moſſe;(as of late in Sommer- 

deer al or for any kinde of worſhip in it ſelf diſalbwed, 
becaufe notrequired, and ſo, not accepred. This were to be 
bound to help forward ſir, and thatſuch fs whereof he is 
convinced, which is repugnanc to the wholereveaked will of 

God. A Adagiftrate, Ttold you before, is not to aQ ACCOT® 

kom 414 bmw may do, bat what he wwſt do : Now it can» 
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Of Toleratron. 
2. Outward monumens,wayes of declaring and holding 
out fa/fe and 14»/arrow worſhipyhe is toremove: as the Papiſts 
Images, Altars, Pires, and the like, Trwrks Adoſcher, Pre» 
layes Szrvice book.Now theſe are of two ſorts. | | | 
* 7. Such things as intheir whole nſe and natwre, ſerve one> i 
ly for the carrying on of worſhip,in it ſelf wholly falſe,and 5 
meerly invented. As Altars, Images, Croſſes. . 
2. Such as were uſed for the carrying on of worſbip true 
in it ſelf, though vilely corrapted, as praying, and preach- 
ing; ſuch are thoſe places commonly called, Charches. 
The firſt are to be aboliſhed, the latter aripht uſed. (I 
ſpeak astopublick appearances, for private diſquilitions 
after ſuch things, I may be otherwiſe minded.) The Rea- 
ſon of this difference, is evident to all. 
Thus in dayes of old, Conſtantine ſhut up Pagans T—_— 
Enfeb. de vita Conſtant. 1:b.4. cap.23,24. and demoliſhed ſome 
of the moſt filthy of them: 13h. 3. cap. 52. Theodoſine utterly 
caſtthem co the ground, though not without. ſome blows 
and bleodfbed. Socrat: Keele. Hiſt. 1ib.5. ca.16. The command 
of God forthe aboliſhing all -omuments of Idolatry, Deur. | 
12. 2,2, 3. with the commendation of thoſe Kings of Jadab ; 
who accordingly performed this duty, 2 Chrom. 17+ 6. and 
30. 14- areenough to confirm it,and to bottome thu Poſition. 
I: #4 the duty of the Magiſtrate not to allow any publick places 6 Poſe 
for (in his judgement) falſe and abominable worſhip, at alſo to dt» 
moliſh all ontward appearances and demonſtrations of ſuch ſuper 
ftitions, idolatrow and nnaccept able ſervice. | 
Let Popiſts who are Idslaters, and Socinians who are An 


Now ſecondly for perſons, there ſeems fomething more of 
diſ-u'ty, yet certain clear r#/es may be propofed concern- 
ing them alſo, to hold out when they and their proceed- 
ings comeunder the cognizance of the Givil Magiſtrete,and 
are obnoxious to the ſword which he beareth. And they 
are theſe. | Ty 05s 3 TED 

7. Such perſons, as having embraced any falſe principles 
and perſwaſion in, or about things concerning God and his 
wes 4 do purſue the upholding or propagating of ſuch A 

 _ Principion 4 


vn. 
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mciples, in a diſorderly manner to the diſturbance of ci- 
vill ſociety, are doubtlefle under his reſtraining power, to be 
ated and put forth in ſuch wayes as to other perſons,runs 
ning out into the ſame, or the kke compaſle of diſorder, np= 
on Other grownds, and from the inltigation of other /«ſts. 
The pretence of diſturbance and confuſixu upon the bearing with 
differences in opinion about things commanded in Reli- 
2i0n, we before rejeſted as a coloxr ficted chiefly for the wa- 
ring of perſecution. But aCtuall diſtarbances indeed , mult 
have a&tuall reftrarnts. For initance; It a man being perſwa- 
ded that the power of the Magittrate, is in Chi iſtian Reli- 
gion, groundlefle, unwarrantable,unlawfull,ſhould there- 
upon ſtir up the pe: ple to the aboliihing, and ' removall of 
that power, ſuch ſtirrings up, and ſuch «Tings upon that in» 
ſtigation, are,s oppotite to the Goſpel of Chritt (which op- 
poſeth nolawtull regiment among the ſons of men)ſo alſo 
prejudiciall co humane ſociety, and therefore to be proceed- 
ed againſt by them who bear not the ſword in vairi. This 
caſe we know happened once in Germany, and may do ſo 
again in other places. It ſuch as theſe tuffer, it is as murde- 
rers, or theeves, or evill doers, or buſie-bodies in other mens mat- 
ters; whichis a ſhamefull thing , no way commendable or 
praiſe worthy. 2 Pet. 4. 15. | | 

2. If any perſons whatſoever, under any pretence whatſo- 
ever, ſhall ofter 2/ence or dilturbanceto the profeſſors of the 
crue worſhip of God, ſo owned, eſtabliſhed, and confirmed 
as above ſaid, in, and for the profeſſion of that true, ſo owned 
worſhip, ſervice and declaration of the minde of God, ſuch 
perſons are to fearethat power, which is the miniſter of God, 
and a reveuger:t0 them that do evill, Let us ſuppoſe of them,whar 
.they ſuppoſe, and tortheir own juſtification and ſypport in it= 
regularwayes, bear out of themlelves, that j$yy gnjoy the 
baytheothers wa)king in paths of their qwabxg hen, this 
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* yet {odeal with them, they are dvngnrizaum, and do 
nounce ſentence againſt themſelves, out of their own 
mouthes. This then deſerveth puniſpment, and breaking out 
rothediſturbance of p#blick order, ought to be puniſhed. We 
before proved the protefion, of publick places to belong to 
theMagliitrate :ſo that he not onely may,buc if he will.not. 
be falſe ro him by whom he is intrutted , he muſt puc forth. 
his Authority for. tbe ſafe guarding and revenging of them. 
| Yea alſo and this rule may paſſe, when ſomethings in the 
way-publickly eftab:iſhed, are: truly offenſive. What the 
ancient Chriſtians thought of the zeal of Audasr a Chriſtian 

Biſhop, who would needs demoliſh a Pagan Temp/e in Per= 
ſia, I know not, bur I am ſure his diſcretion is not much 
extolled, who by that one fiery at of deſtroying Tys# 0, or 
Tempte of (lain, occaſioned a cruell perſecution of 30. yeers 
continuance. Thezd. Eccleſ. Hiſt. lib 5. cap« 139. Do 

- 3. When any have entertained any ſingular opiniur, in 
'maceers of great weight and importance , ſuch as neerly con= 
|. cern the. glory, of God, and the minds of Chrittians in re- 
vejgnce pf his holy-name, are moſt zerderly aftefted withall, 
ſo that, withour much horror of minde, they can fcarſe hear 
| thoſe errors, whereby thoſe grand truths are oppoſed, yet 
| thoſe perſons, who have entertained ſuch uncouth opini- 
ons, ſhall not be content, ſv to have done, and alfo in all law- 
full. wayes (as to civill ſociety) endeavoured to propagate 
the ſaid opinions to others, but in the purſuic of this their 
deſizne of oppoſing truth,ſhall publickly uſe ſuch expreſſions, 
or perform ſuch acts, as are fic to powre contempt and ſeorn 
upon the truch which they do oppoſe, reviling zt alſo,” or 
God himſelf ſorepreſented, as he is inthe truth they abo- | 
| minate, with: odious and execrable appeMativns, ( as for 
| iaſtance, the.calling che holy Trinicy, Triczþitem Cerberum) 
if chequeſtion be pat, whether in this caſe the Magiſtrate 
be not obliged to vindicate the honour of God, by corporalt 
reſtraints, in fome degrees at leaſtupon t he. perſons of rhoſe 
men, truly for my part, I incline to the afi:mar.ve.And the 
Reaſon hereof is th:s.; Though men, through the” incurable 
blindneffe of cheir minds, falling oy FR of Jadgement, 
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of Toleration. 


and miſ interpretation of the Word , may diſ-beleeve the 
Deitie of Chriſt, and the boly Spirit,yet that any pretence trom 
the Word, perſwaſion of conſcience, or difate of Religion, 
ſhould carrie them out to reviling opprobriews ſpeeches of thats 
which of God, is held out contra:y to their appreher ſions, 
is falſe and remote from Rezſon it ſelf. For this cauſe Pax! 
ſaies he was a blaſpbemer, not becauſe being a Jew, hediſ> 
beleeved the Goſpel , but becauſe ſo diſ-beleeving ic, he 
moreover loaded the truths thereof, with contumeliow re- 
proaches. Such expreſſions indeed differ not from thoſe pjer- 
cing words of the holy name of God which he cenſured to 
death: Levit. 24. 15. but onely in this, that there ſeemeth in 
that to be a plain oppoſition unto /3ght, in this not ſo. The 
like may be ſaid of a Jew's crucitying a dopge. | 
4. There are a ſort of perſons terwed in Scripture,emany, 
1 Thef. 5. 14. «ſoegiu, A.17. 5.4mm, 2 Theſ. 3.2, aromeraxna, 
1 Tim. 1.9. and thelike, diſorderly; vagabond, wandring, 
| Irregular perſons, fixed to no cabling, abiding in no place, 
taking no care of their families, that under a pretence of 
teaching che #r#th, without miſſion, without cal, withdur 
warrant, uncommanded, undefired, dogo up and down, 
from place to place, creeping into houſes, &c. Now that ſuch 
wayes as theſe, and perſons in theſe wayes , may be judiciely 
inquired into, I no way doubt. The ſtory is famous of Se- 
ou King of Egypt, who made a Law, that all the Subjects 
of his kingdom,ſhould once a yeer give an account of their 
way and manner of living, and if any one were found to 
ſpend his time idly, he was certainly puniſhed ; and the 
Laws of moſt Nztiens have provided that their people ſhall 
not be wandererszand whoſoeverhath not a place of abode, 
and imploymeat, is by thema puniſhable vagabond. And in 
this by much experience of the wayer, walking and converſe 
of ſuch perfons, Il am exceedingly confirmed in. I did as 
yt never obſerve. any other iſſue upon ſuch wndertakings, 
ut ſcandalltoReligion, and trouble to men in their civilt 
relations, | 
5. When men bythe pra#iſe of any vice or fin, draw 
ethers toa pretended Religion, or by pretence of Religion. 
| SS ' _ draw: 
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Of Toleration, 
draw men to any vice or known fin, let them be twice pti- 
niſhed, for their reall vice,and pretended Religion. The truth 
is, Thave been taught exceedingly to diſ-beleeve all the 
ſtrange imputations of wickedneffe and uncleann«fle, that 
are impoled upon many, to be either the end or the medinm 
of the a ewe of that communion in Religion which they do 

rofefle and imbrace : I remember that when 1 was a boy, 
all thoſe ſtories were told me of Browniſts and Paritans,which 
afterward, I found it to have been long before, the forge- 
ries of Payans, and impoſed on the primitive Chriſtians. I 
dare boldiy (ay I have heard flories of them an hundred 
cimes, ho!ding out that very thing, and thoſe deeds of dark- 
nefſe, which Ainutins Felix holds out in the tongue of an 
Infidel concerning the Chriitians of thoſe dayes; but yet 
becauſe ſundrie venera'le perſons ro whom Antiquity hach 
given ſanGuary from being arraigned in the point of falſe 
teſtimony, have lefc ic upon record of ſundry Hereticks in 


_ theirdayes, as the(Grofticks & others) that they were con- 


Joyned into ſocterzes teſſers pollutionis, and ſome aflere thay 
the like iziquities are not wholly buried, I made the ſuppc= 


| fttion, and hopethar if they depoſe themſelves from common 


ſence andreaſong the Magiſtrate will never exalt them tothe 
priviledge and exemption of Religion. 

In theſe, and ſuch like caſes as theſe, when men fhall 
break forth into diſtzrbance of common order and enornu- 
ties againſt the /zght of nature, beyond all poſitive come 
mand of any pretended Religion whaiſoever, chat the 
Magiſtrate ought to ſet hedyes of thornes in their wayes, 
fharpned according to their ſeverall delinquencies; I jup- 
poſe no man not abhord of common ſenſe, can once helit»re 
or duubr. AndI am the more inclin'd to afſert a reſtreine 
roall ſuch as theſe, becauſe it may be eſtabliſhed wo the 
height, without the lcalt prejudice unto the zrwh, though 
perſons erring ſhould injoy the place of aurhoriey. 

That which now remalneth in this bead, to be conlider- 
ed, is concerning perſons mainteining and upholding any 
great and pernici-us errors, but in ſuc wayes, as are not by 
any of the former diſerders co be brought under the cogni- 
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Of Tolerat 109. 
zance of the Civill Magiſtr ate, but good, honeſt, allowable, and 
peaceable in themſelves, not at all tobe queſtioned, but in 
reference to thethings that are carried on, — in and. by 
thoſe wayes ; as communication by diſcourſe, and private 
preaching, and the like. Now concerning theſe, it is generally 
affirmed, that perſons maintaining any error in or againſt 
any fundamental Article of taith, or Religion,and that with 
obſtinacy or pertinacie, after convition, ought to be pro» 
ceeded againft, by the authority of the civill Aagiſtrate, 
whether unto death or baniſhment, impriſonment or confiſcation 
of goods. 

Now unto this, ſuppoſing,what I have written beretofore, 
concerning the competency of all, and the non-conftitution of 
any Judge in this caſe, with the Anſwers — given at the 
beginning of this Treatiſe, to the moſt of the places, produ= 


» 
\ 


ced uſually for the afficmative, reſerving the confideration 


of prefling conformity to the next head, to be handled: I ſhall 
briefly give in my thoughts: and; 

© I. ThatIcannot but obſerve, that in the queſtion it ſelf, 
there are ſundry things, gratz alſumed: as, 

1, Thatit is known and confeſſed, what Articles in Re- 
ligion are fandamentall; and this alſo to the Magiſtrate: 
when no one thing among Chriſtians is more queſtionable; 
moſt accounting chem ſo, {be they what they will) where- 
in they differ from others. So that one way or other, all di/- 
ſenters (tall be hooked in, dire@ly or indire@ly to claſh upon 
fundamentals. In this, Papifts are ſecure, who make the 
Churches Propoſitions ſufficient to make an Article fundae 
mentall. \ 

2: That theperſons holding the error areconvinced, when 
perhaps they have been onely confauted : between which two 


there is a wide d ference ; he that holds the crutch may be 


confuted, but a man cannot be convinced but by the truth: 
That a man ſhould be ſaid to þe convinced of a truth, and 
yet that truth not fhine in upon his #nderſtanding, to the ex- 
pelling of the contrary error, to me is ſtrange. Tobe convin- 
ced, is to be aver-powred by the evidence of that, which be- 
forc a man knew not; I my ſelf, once knew a Scholer invized 
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Of Toler ations 

to a'Diſpate with another man, about ſomething in contro= 
- zerſie in Religion; in his own, and inthe Judgement of all 
the by-{tanders the oppoſing perſon was utterly confuted: 
and yet the Scholer within a tew months, taughe of Gad,and 
clearly convinced, that it was an error which he had:main- 
tained, and the truth which he oppoſed. And then, and not 
till then, did he ceaſe to wonder, that theother perſon was 
not coxvinced by his ſtrong Arguments, as before he had 
thought; May not a Proteſtant be really worſted in a Diſ- 
pute by a Papiſt ? hath it not ſoere now fallen out ?-If nor, 
the Feſuites are egregious lyars. To ſay a man is convinced, 


when eicher for want of (kJ, and ab:lity,or the like, he can- 


not maintain his pinion, to, and againſt, al} men, is a meer 
conceit. The trath is, Iam ſo far from this moroſe ſevericie 
of looking upon all erring perſons as convizced, that have 
been confuted, that I rather in charity incline to beleeye, that 
noerring perſon whileſt he continzes in his error, is convin= 
ced. It will not eafily enter into my dub apprehenfion,how 
a man can be convinced of an error( thatis enlightned wich 
a-contrary truth) and yer hold that error (till: Tam loth to 
charge more corrupt and vile affeftions upon any , then do 
openly appear; That of Paul athicming chat ſome men are 
ſelf: condemned, is quite of another nature: Ithink a perſon 
is ſaid to be convinced, not when there is a ſufficiency in the 


means of conviction, but when there is ſuch an efficacy in 


them, as to /ay hold upon his underſtanding. ; 

5. That they are obſtinate and pertinaciows is allo a cheap 
ſuppoſall, taken up withour the price of a proof. What we 
call obſtinacy, they call conſtancy :and what we condemne 
them for, as pertinacy, they embrace as perſeverance: as the 
convittion is impoſed, noc owned, {0 is this obſtinacy, if we may 
be judges of other mens obſtinacy, al} will be plain: but if 


ever they get uppermoſt, they will be judges of ours : Befides, 


I know not what good it will dous,or how it will advantage 
our cauſe, ro ſuppoſe men obftinate and convinced before 
we puniſh chem: no ſuch qua #:41i0ns being any where in 
the book of God zrged in perions deſerving punifhment : if 
they have committed the crime z whereunto the penalty is 


* 


annexed, 


e 


Of Tolkration, 
annexed, be they obſtenate or not, they fh1]l be puniſhed. 
But now ſuppoſing all this, that we are clear in all fundgs 
mentals that we are convinced, that they are corvinced,: and 
doubt not but that they are obſtinate, if they keep them- 
ſelves in the former bounds, what is to be done? ay, be= 
fides what we ſpake at the entrance of this diſcorſe, Tſhall 
as tOany wayes of crporall ceaBFion and reſtraint , oppoſe 
ſome few things. | 
1. The non-conftitution of a Fudge in caſe of hereſie, as a 
thing civilly crimnza'l. As to ſpirituall cenſuresand an Eccle- 
fiaſticall judgement of errors, and talfe doctrines, we finde 
them appointed, and a lawfull Fudge as to thedetermining 
concerning them, divinely inſticuted: ſo that in ſuch wages, 
they may be warrantably proceeded _—_ Revel. 2x. 3. 
But now, for any Judge that ſhould make di/quiſition con= 
cerning them, or proceed againſt them as things criminal}, 
to be puniſhed kk civill cenfares, I conceive the Scripture 
is filent : And indeed, who {hould it be? The cxftone of for 
mer ages was, that ſomeperſons ef one ſort,ſhould determine 
of it as tor7ght, viz: that ſuch or ſucha thing, was bereſie, 
and ſuch or ſach a one, an Heretick, ( which was the work 
of oy and Prelater) and perſons of another fort, ſhould 
de fatto punith, and determine to be puniſhed , thoſe, ſoad- 
judged by the former : and cheſe were as they called them 
the ſecular Magiſtrates, officers of this wor/d. And indeed, 
had not the G.dofthz world blinded their eyes, and the God 
of the ſpirits of all fleſþ hardened their hearts, they won!d 
not have ſo givenp their power, tothe Har of fin as tobe 
madeſo fordid!y inttrumentall co his bloody craelty:We read 
Fer. 26.10, 11.that the Prieſts and Prophets afſemble themſelves 
in judgement, and fo pronounce ſentence upon the Prophet 
Jeremy that he ſhould dye for a falfe Prophet, v. 12. 
makes his appeal to the ſecalar Magiſtrate and all the peo- 
ple, whotaking cozniz mce of the caute, pronounce ſentence 
1n the behalf of the condemned perfon, againft the Prieſts 
aud 4 =» and deliver him whether they will or nor, 
2. 16. Tfparethe Application of the tory: bur that Princes 
and Mayſtratesfhonid without cognizance of the rbing,or- 


cauſes 
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| F Of Toleration.” 
eauſe, proceed to puniſhmevt or cenſure of it, upon the juige- 
ment of the Prieſts, condemning ſuch or ſuch. a man for an 
beretick, or a falſe prophet, bleſſed be the Lord, we have no 
warrant : Had this proceeding been regular, Jeremy had dyed 
wichout mercy for a falſe prophet, as thowfands tincegitand- 
ing before the Lord in his ſpirit have done. This conrſe 
then, chat the civil Mg ſtrate ſhan'd proceed to ſentence of 
corporall puniſhment, upon others judging of the fault, is 
vile, ſordid, unwarrantable,and exceedingly unworthy of any 
rationall man, mach more ſuch as are ſet over the people 
of the Land : that the ſame perſons muſt determine of the 
cauſe, and appoine the puniſhment is clear : Now who mult 
theſe be? are they the Amiſters of che Goſpel? of all others, 
they arethe moſt likely tobe the moſt competent Judges in 

fpicituall cauſes: leric then be ſo; bat then alſo, they muſt 

bethe determiners and infliters of the puniſpment upon de- 

fault :nowlet them powre out npon ebſtinately erring perſons, 

all the vengeance, that God hath betruſted them withball. 

The weapons of our warfare are nat carnal, but mighty through 
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God, Kc: 'By this courſe, Admoxition ; Avoiding y | Rej-Gion, 
Exeommunication,will be the utmoſt that can be inflicted on ., 

them : which for my parrldelire may be exerciſed tothe. 

utraoſt extent of the rule. 2ly, ſhall rhe 2/agifirate be made Of tudge- 
Judge of the caxje, as well as of the perſan #- is he entruſted mere. 


to derermine, what is error, what not ; what hereſie, what 
not; whots an Herezick ; who not; and fo what puniſoment 
is daeto ſuch, and ſnch errors, according to the degrees, 
whereinthey are? Why firft, Idefice an infiicution of this 
ordinance in the Church ? where is the ſagiftrate entrufted 


with ſuch a power ? where are r#les preſcribed cohim., in. 
his proceedings ? 2ly,is not a judiciary determination cons . 


cerning eruth and error(I mean truths of the Goſpel ) a 
meer Church a3? and that Charch power, whereby ic is effe&&t- 
ed ? muſt not chen the Magiſtrate qu4 ralis be a Charch of- 


ficer? will men of chis minde, tolerate Eraftioniſme? 3ly,if 


therebe a twofold judicatare appoinred for the ſame per- 
fon, for the ſame crime, is it not becauſe oze crime may in di- 
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vers reſpedts fall under ſeverall conſiderations? and muſt 
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' not theſe conſiderations be preſerved- immixed, that the for= 


mall reaſonof proceeding in one Cart, may not beof any 


- weight in the other? Weproved before, and it is grarited of 
all, that the Church is Fudge in caſe of bereſie and error: as 


ſuch, to proceed again(t cRem, as contrary to the Gofpel;z 
their oppoſitzon to the faich delivered :v the_Salnts, is the 
formall reaſon upon which that proceedeth. to cenſure ; if 
now this be afterwards brought under another ſentence, -of 
another © nongatr mutt it noc be under another conlide- 
ration? Now what can this be, bur its diſtxrbance of civill 
ſociety,which when ic doth io, not in pretexce, bar really.and 
actually, nonedenyes it to be the Magiltrates-dutytointer- 
poſewith his power. 4ly, it the Magiſtrate be Judge of ſpi> 
rituall.offencesy and it be left tohim todetermine , and cxe- 


cate Judgemenc inſuch proportion, as he (hall think jucet ac» 


cording to the qualitie and degrees thereof;-ic.is.a very 
ſtrange and unlimited arbztrarineſſe over the lives & eltates 
of men: and ſurely they ought to produce very clear teſti- 
monies, that they are entruſted from.the Lord: herew;th,, or 
they can have'nogreat.quiet in'aQing. 5ly, itſeems tjrange 
to me; that the Lord 7ejus Chriſt ould commit this.Archjs 
techtonicall powerin his houſe, unto Magittrares, foreſeeing 


; of what ſort the greateſt, number of them would be, yea de- 


terminzng that, they ſhould be ſuch, for chetryall and af 
fliftion of his own. View the times that are paſt -conſylt 
the Gories of former ages, take a oata/ogue of | the Kings and 


Rulers that have been, fince ficlt Magiſtrates outwardly 


embraced Chriſtian Religion” in this, and other Nations, 
where theGalpel hath been plamed , and ask your own 


 conſeiences whether theſe be the men,to whom this high truſt 


inthe houſe of God.is committed. The truthiis, they no 
ſoaner left ferving theDragorin'the perſecution of the Pa- 
gans, bur preſently ina very few yeers, they gave up their 
power:tathe beaſt, roſet up another State in oppoſition to 


: the Lord: Fejus Chrifl and, (his Eoſpe!:tin the ſupportment 
- whereof, the molt of them continneabouring till this very 


day. He manu Troj imexigent? What may be added in this 
calc, I refer to another opportuvity. - + 


_ 
- 7 
C4 by 


/ 2, Goſpel corftitmtionr in the caſe of bereftey error,ſcems 
tot to favour any conrle of violence; mean of civil penal= 
tiesF oretold it ts,tha Ca be, 1 Cort $109, bat this, 
for the mamfoſting of thoſs that are approved , notehiedeftiy- 
ing of thoſe that are not; Iſay de roping,l mean wich ton 

; porall puniſpment, that I may adde this by the way 3 for all 


the '4rguments produced for the puniſhment of bereticks, 

holding our capitell cenfurer, arid thele being the tendance 

of all beginningsin this kinde;{ mention onely the greateſt, 

inclading all other arbitrary penalties, being but ſteps of 

walking cothe utmoſt cenſures. Admonitions,and Excom- 

munication upon reje&ion of admonition, are the higheft 

conſtitutions fuppoſe) againſt fuck perſons: Waiting 

with all patience upon them he eyes themſelves, if at any tine : 
God will give them repent ence to the acknowledgement of the truth: | 
ani(hing, flaying is ſcarcely a patient wait- 
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compell others, to the embracing of that Religion and way 
- of worſhip, which he ſhall eſtabliſh and fer up, which for 
the greateradyantage we ſhall py wp to be the very ſame, 
both for thethings propoſed to be beleeved, and alſo prattt- | 
ſed, which God himſelf hath rezealed,andrequireth all men 
every wheretoembrace. What is to be done, for the ſer- | 
ling and eft«bliſbing of the profeſſion of the Goſpel , and the el 
right apprehenſion of the minde of God therein, contra-dir | 
ſtin& from all thoſe falſe snderronious perſwaſions,, which in 
theſe, or former dayes are, or have been held forth in op- 
pofition thereunto, was before declared; how it is to he 
ſupported, maimained, proteted, defended, ſafe-guarded;from all | 
oppoſitions, diſturbances, blaſphemings, was ther, and |. 
_ ſet own. | : 
_ Now ſuppoling, that ſundry perſons living under the power 
and owning civill $a op Magiihone will Sat 
ſent to ſowid deGrine, nor receive, in ſome things, (fewer or 
more, lefſe, Or greater), that form of wholſome words, which he 
holds torth, and owns as the minde of Chriſt in the Go- 
ſpe}, nor communicate wich.-him, in the worſhip , which by 
the Authority of thoſe words,or that truth, he hath as be- 
fore eſtabliſhed, it js inquired what is. the dxty.of the Ma- 
b>  giſtrate in reference to che bringing of chem into that ſub- 
HB JjeGion w hich is dueunto, .and acknowledgement of, the 
W - truth;And to this I ſhall briefly give in my Anſwerintheſe 
following Poſitions. - $625 
«rt, Is. In refer ence unto 6, in this Nation, the: greateſt dif- 
ficulty in giving a full return cothis queſtzon, ariſeth from 
20s Brcat ee 1 of wk cine Cod! amongſi-us: were 
the precious: Alltinguilhed from- the vile, Churches right | 
eſtabliſhed, and Church diſcipline exerciſed, _ . 
ans. were underfome orderly view, and men might be con- 4 
tidered, in their:ſeverall capacitieermwhereinthey ſtand, an *} 
eaſe Fnger qld uney the kt, of this quieres bi beingin= |} 
that confuſi-nywherein we oogathering irito any order be= | 


Went: 


| 

ing the great work. in hand, I.ſuppoſe under fayour, that 

= | che time Is ſcarce come, for the propoſall of this-queſtions 
BD \Þgr.yet ſomerhipg may be given,in unto ic though nor-fo 


"R Lf 
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dear, athe former ſuppoſall being effe&ed, would cauſe 
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.2. The conſtantpradiſe of the Churches in former ages, 
in all their meerings for adviſe and counſel], ro-conſent in- 
ro ſome form of wholſome words, that might be a diſcri- 
minating zefſera of their communien in dodrine, being uſed 
inprime Antiquitie, as is rhanifeſt in that ancient Symbol 
commonly eſteemed Apoſtolicall, of the chief heads whereof 
mention in the like Summary is made in the very firk wri- 
ters among them, having alſo warrant from the Word of 
God, and being of ſingular uſe to hold out unto all other 
Churches of the world, our apprehenſions of the minde of 
God, in the chief heads of Religion) may be conſidered : If 
this be done by the authority of the Magiſtrate, Imean if 
ſuch a declaration of the truth , wherein the Churches by 
him owned and proteRed, do conſent, be held out as the 
confeſſion of thattruth which he embraceth, it will be of 
fingular uſe unto, yeaindeed muſt neceffarily precede any 
determination of the former queſtion: of the nature and 
uſe of confeſſions, &c. ſo much hath of late been /carnedly dif- 
puted, tha I hall not powre out any of mine own con- 
ceptions for the preſent about them, in that haſty tumul-» 
tuary manner, wherein I am enforced ta expoſe this eſlay. 

3. Thoſe who diflent from the tr#th ſo owned, ſo eſtablifb- 
ed, ſo decreed, do ſo. either in /efſe matters of ſmall conſe- 
quence,, and about things, generally confcfled not fimde- 
mental, or in great and more weighty heads of dodeine, 
as of worſhip, and the like- both agreeingin this, chat 
they will not hold communion as cither to all, orſoine parts 
and duties thereof, which thoſe Churches and perſons who do 
embrace the #ruth, ſo owned, as before, and a& accor- 
dingly. | 

F drchs firſt of theſe, or ſuch as diflent about thingsof 
no great concernment in cempariſon of theſe other ww of 
wherein they do agree, with them, from whom they do 
diflent, I am bold poſitively to affertzthat, ſaving andpre- 
ſerving the Rules and qualifications ſet down under the (e- 
cond head, the Magiltrate-hath o_ warrant from the hos | 
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ſuch perſons to ſubmit untot Um 
in thoſe things, wherein they exprefie a conſcientious diflent, 
or to-moſeſtchem with any civill penalty in. caſe of refuſall 
or non-ſabmiſſion : nor yet did Lever in my-life meet with 
any thing in the ſhape of Reaſonto proveit, although the. 
great preſent clamor of. this Nation, is pmiGualy as to this 
head : what ever be pretended, this is the Helezg about 
which is the great concelt., : 
-WhacTpray will warrant him then to proceed? 


Will the Laws againſt Idolatry and Blaſphemy ? wich 


their fanEions towards the perſons of blafphemers, and ido- 
laters (for I muſt ingenuoudly confelle , all that which in 
my poore judgement looks with any appearance, of preſ= 
8 toward Heretzordinin, is the everlafiing equity of thoſe 
jadiciall Laws : and the Arbitrarinefſe of Magitltrates, from 
a divine 7w/ein things of the greatelt concernment, to the 
ory of God if free from them) and that theſe Laws I 
; ah will ſcarcely be accommodated unto any thing un« 
der conteſt now-in this age of the world among Chriſti- 
ans)burfhall I ſay, a warrant. taken from hence for the 
elingof men, found in ſo many fundamentals,as were 
it notfor the conteſt with them.,, we would acknowledge 
foffictent for the entertainment of the Lord Feſw in their bo- 
fomes, toju5jectto, and cloſe with, the things contrary to 
their prefenc /zght and apprebenfien, (though under a pro- 
miſc of being eanght of God) or to inflict penakies vpon a 
refuſa]l{oto do? Credat ApeBla. 
Shall the examples of exrraordinary judgements upon 


Holbaters, falfe Prophets, by. ſword and: fire from heaven, ( on 


Magitians, Apoltares, and the like ) be here produced? 
Though ſuch arguments as theſe have made thouſands 
weep tears of blood, yet the conſequence in reaſon, cannot 
but provoke laughtertoall mennot wholly forſaken of di- 
. (reding pfinciples. ' | | 
2s:- What then ſhall be done, they'l ſay? they have been ad- 
© moniſhed, rebuked, convinced, muſt they now be let alone ? 
"Something astochis Iſhal adde; in the cloſe of this di(l- 
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courſe; for thepreſenr leg learned Whaaher anſwer for mez 
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and firſt, tothe firſt, of their being conufited. Paſſunt quidem 


' controverſie ad externum forum deferri, & 1bi deſiniri : ſed conſei- 


entia in eo foro non acquieſcit,non enim. poteſt- conſcientia ſedari 
fine Spiritu ſanG2. Let controverfies ( Caith he ) be deter- 
mined how you pleaſe, untill the conſcience be. quiered by 
the holy Spirit, there will -be little peace. Unto which I 
ſhall not adde any thing,confidering what I ſaid before of 
conviion : and co the latter of letting them alone,to their 
own wayes, Eccleſia quidem optatius eſt levibus quibuſdam diſ- 
fſenſtoni”us ad tempws agitari, quam in perfida pace acquieſcere; 
nen ergo ſuſſicit aliqus modo pacem conſervari niſi illam eſſe ſantam 
pacem conſtiterint: Whit: con: 4. de Rom: Pont: Ju, cap: 1. ſeci2.. 
Better ſome trouble, then a perfidious, compell'd peace: 
ſee him handle this more at large, wich ſome excellent 
concluſions tothis purpoſe. Con: 4. de Rom. Pont. q.1. cap.1. 
fe 19. pa: 48. &* 50- 
. For theſethen,(and under this head compare all ſuch 
perſons as keeping in praQtiſe within the bonds before laid 
forth; doſo far forth hold the foundation, as thar neither 
by beleeving what # not, or diſ- beleeving what indeed is, 
they dotake inzor keep off,any ſuch thing as wherewithall be- 
ing embraced, or without which, being reje@ed, the life of 
Chriſt cannot in any czſe poſfibly conſiſt, nor ſalvationby 
him be obtained)as the Magiſtrate is not bound by any 
rule or precept to aſſiſt and maintain them, in the praiſe of 
thoſc things, wherein they diflent from the zr=th, ſo he is 
bound, to prote@ them in peace and quietnefſe in the enjoy- 
ment of all czvi/lrights and liberties 3 nor hath heeither war- 
rant, or allowance, to proceed againſt them, as to the leaſt 
penalty for their difſent in thoſe things , they cannot re- 
ceive, Attempts for aniformity among Saints, or ſuch as for 
ought we can conclude, either from their opinions. or pra- 
Hiſes-may be (0, by externa)l force are purely Antichriltian. 
Now for thoſe that ſtand at a greater diſtance from the 
pzblickly owned and declared truths, ſuch as before we 
ſpake of, the orderly way. of dealing with ſuch,isin the firſt 
place to bring them off from the error of the way , which 
got ng a | they 
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en, 
they have-embraced : and untill hat bedone,a!l thoughts 
of awing in their aſſent to that, from which at ſuch a di- 
ſtance they ſtand , is vain and bootlefſe. Now what-courſe 
Is to be taken for the effecting of this? firitnal wayes of hea= 
ling are known to all, lerthem be uſed, and in caſe- they 

dips” oa; han .ought that yet Jcan perceive, the per- 
ſon of men lo erring muſt beleftiin the ſtate and condition 
we deſcribed under the ſecond head. : 

And now to driveon this b»ſinefe any further by way of 

' conteſt I will not ; my intention at the beginning, was onely_ 
poſitively to aſſert, and to give in briefly the ſcripturall and 
rationall bottoms, and proofs of thoſe afſertions ; wherein I 
have gone afide, to pub, or thruſt a line of debate, I have 
cranſgrefſed againit my own purpoſe;I hope it will be pars 
Lad: though I am heartily defirons any thing which 
palſeth my pen, may be —_— to the teſt, and my ſelf re» 
duced where | have gone amilleg yet my ſpivic faints within 
me, tochink of that way of handling things in Controverſie, 
which ſome men by reciprocation of anſwers, and replyes” 
have wound themſelves into Bolſefe, and Sraphylus, and 
Stapleton (ſeem to live again,and much gall from beneath to 
be powred into mens ink. Oh the deep wounds, the Go- 
ſpel hath received by the mutuall keen inveFives of learned 
men : T hope the Lord will preſerve me, from being enga- 
ged with any manof ſuch a frame of ſpirit: what hath 
been afſerted may eaſily be caſt up in a few Pofitions ,. the 
intelligent Reader will quickly diſcern what is aymed at, 
and what Ihave ſtood to avow. 

If what is propoſed, be nor ſatisfaftory,T humbly offer 
tothe Honorable Parliament, that a certain number of learned 
men, who are differently minded as to this bufineſſe of Tolera- 
tion, which almoſt every where is ſpoken againſt, maybe 
defired and requiredtoa fair debate ofthe matter in diffe- 
rence, before their own Aſſembly, thatſo, if it be poſlible, 
ſome light may be given to the determination of this thing 
of ſo great concernment; in the judgements of all men, 
both on the one fide and on the other, that ſo they may 

zry allthings, and bold faſt that which w good, © 
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